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of Virtue and Religion who know you,) Leave to 
rejoice, that” Providence having invigorated ve. 
for it, has called you out to conſtant Service in · 
one of the moſt numerous and important Congrega- 
tions, which is to be found among us, even in Len- 
don, (that great Support of our Intereſt through the 
whole Kingdom : ) There, my dear and honoured? | 
Friend, may you long continue to delight, and to 
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Readers may, perhaps, bo more diſpoſed to edify-by 
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his Character: For it is certain, that nothing — 
greater Authority to a Miniſir Inſtructions frem- 
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"fs other Infirmities 3) yet he: diſcovered ſuch! an 


_ early. 3 
and Fund for: Books, that his Father ſoon de- 
ermined to indulge his Deſire of being bred a Scho- 
r: And as he.candidly referred it to himſelf, as 
4; Judgment advanced towards Maturity, to 
Judge for himſelf in religious Matters, he generouſly 
_-acquieſced-in the — Gentleman's Choice of pur- 
_ wing: his Studies the Proteflbnt Diſſenters. - 
Tan informed, ths: he had moſt of his Educa- 
tion in the Languages under his Father, who was 
well acquainted Ah them, and eſpecial a very 
* accurate Judge in the Elegancies of. the Latin, of 
Which I had ſome remarkable Proofs in my Corre- 
ſpondence with him. It is not very material to 
mention the particular Places, in which our Au- 
thor impro and perſected his Studies. It may 
e to 4 to. fay, that when he was judged nearly qua- 
Vßed for the Academy, as he reſolutely declined, from 
Principles of Conſcience, thoſe Offers which a Per- 
= CAILLAT in the aeg Church bad 
y providing for at the Univerſity, 
| his Caſe was accidentally. mentioned to that excel- 
lent Perſon, to whom 1 have inſcribed theſe Fruits 
| of his Labours; who ready to embrace all Oppor- 
tunities to ſerve the 22 Intereſt, made a par- 
"ticular Enquiry into his Character and Diſpoſition, 
and in Concurrence with another, and to me 
t unknown Benefactor, detetminod to affiſt this 


- hopeful: Youth, with a Supply of Twenty Daune a | 
Pear, that his Education might not be burghen- 
ſome to his good Father, then far advance in 
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. and —_ 2 the weer Per- 
intended: Minitry,- into ſuch prepara - 
tory Studies, as may in ſome Meaſure qualify them 
for appearing properly in it He was then in his 
_ 18th Fear; but as he well knew the Importance of 
making himſelf Maſter of the Lenrna Lungumges in 
young nger Liſe, he deſired to be excuſed from enters: 
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he had ſpent almoſt another Vear in appl bin- 
ſelf to - and particularly po e 
am ſorry to ſay it, is not — cultivated · in pri- — 
vate Schoolr with that Care and Exactneſs which itt 
deſerves and requires. He proſecuted theſe Studies · 
with ſuch Reſolution, and ſuch Succeſs; that, om the“ 
whole, the moſt celebrated Claſicks, both of Gre 
and Name, were a Delight, rather than a Drudger j; 4 
to him; and thus a Foundation was- laid for tha . 3 
Solidity, 2 * and Correctneis both of Sent:: 1 
ments and Sti which muſt ſeldom be expected, 
where thoſe: us Originals are ane, or-difo | 
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cautions, which Mr. Stefe-took- in his Entrance sn 
this, Stage of Life, whi appeared to me _— z "2 
bly 5 The one was, that he endeavoured to 
* an early Acquaintance with the Character of 
90, eſpecially thoſe of the little Library to which 
he had Acceſsz/ and was ready to take the Advice of 
more experienced Friends in the Choice of thoſe he 
ſhould” read, that he might not throw away his 
Time in thoſe which were of little 3 and 
alſo that he might not anticipate the Peruſaln ef 
others which might more properly be reviewed in 
fore future Lime. And I muſt needs (ay, n ds 
3 of e eee — ir is, yg 
8 2 wal-furniſhed — Snare; 


— 


— 


' Gare ade yo Nevin Sheree Zea, and-thatiaot 
merely in its firſt -Rudiments,” with Which too ma- 
ny content themſelves, but to ſome Degree of Ex- 

— 5 Elegance, and Readineſs. In C 
of this, he became capable with great Eaſe, and 
— ina very little Time, to make many valuable EN. 
tract from the Hooks he fead and confulted; not 
to mention the many Hours which it afterwards. 
faved him, in the Campolition of Diſcaurſes for 
dhe Puh. | 
Irix it was alſb Wee Maw 
be hid a Foundation for reading the Old Tg. 
mint in its original Language; a Care ſo very ne- 
ceſſary, that I wonder it ſhould ever be omitted 1 | 


or that any young Gentleman in an Age like ours, 
ſhould: be judged c ged competently qualified for the Put. 
pit, who as much at the — of _—_— 


in fudying the larger half of bis Bible, as any 
the People he is to teach. Pis, however, with 
eee Seer, „ _ done 
among reteflant Diffenttrs, ſo far as I have an- 
nity to learn; and I am ſorry tò hear from 
many learned Clergymen, with whom I have thei 
_ Honour to be acquainted, how often it is totally 
neglected by thoſe, ; whoſe Advantages for Lizeracuee: 


are ſo very much diſtinguiſhed. -/ 240 5 
en AlL not here give a particular Account of: 
the Methad in which Education, and 


that of his Com 8 on while a 
_ the Academy, h I have often been requeſted 
aun importuned to write largely on this Head: E 

aobntent myſelf with obſervin 3 that he 

did not daſpiſe any Part of polite which - 

ſtemed e his honoumble 3 2 

the Alan in ſo learned an Age and Country as 
== _ own; but, neverthelefs, applied himſelf with: 
mie greateſt Aſſiduity, to thoſe: Fhings which! aps _ 

"= E of — een, ee, ———— 


5 8 


be "W*; Fur * FE Te : 


ed with the Principles of Geometry 


55 . and e Caniti Settions, and 


ſteady. Command of 5 


hought,. and x pac of Mind, for 


uthor was emarkable, and the kae of which 
bis Coun 7 


were diſceyesable in made theſe 


Studies pleaſant, fb than fat 
he ſoon; fa the Tendency they 
to diſtinguiſh our 7 — with Accuracy „be bs FYa 
poſe - our Arguments i LAs Clear, . 

vincing Manner. 


i ih, Gps. of Mechanichs,: Static, area 
7 


55 was judged x 8 4 open to him r 
| omena of ca eir reſpective Solutions. 
He add e ſome other jp 3 


their Place what is uſpally called 
1 e . 22 


1 2 11 7 x 
n Body 2 ledge of which h. 
15 Qu 25 EL 


fall in the. DD = 


TROTTER If 


— Ml 09 ba: 


f e 774 5 


e £0 big 3, him . = 2 


and con- 
ſe introduced him into the 


Opticks, Pueumatichs, and. Aftrowny, 1a: fen 


e 


pg £0, promote dur Vew = 
Architect ofthis 
10 ky I hedge” bas 


1 by had Brddenis's N 2 hoſe 
. been then known; but Ds 0 ns | 1 
Find be ſurveyed, and it could not büt ſerve” to 
endear Obriſtianiiy to him, that Fonts Lighe | 
which diſpels their Shades of learned and pine, T 
_ "Darkneſs. | CLE" 1 
TRR Articles ook op ſeme Ti ery N 
in the latter Years"of his s but by far t 
| 2 ter Part of his Time throughout x is whole 
Period; fo far as if feFunder" the Dlrection of his 
Der, was employed in a Series of about 230 
Lutures of Divinity in the tar Extent of the 
Mord, that is, confidered as jncludin * What is 
material in Pneumatology and 'Ethick;'®. In this 2 
bponuium were contained, in 2c few Words as 15 775 
cujty would admit, the me material things which 
had occurred to the Author's Obſervation, * relatiny 
to dhe Nature and Properties of the Human Mind, 
che Proof of the Exiſtence and Attributes of 'Gop, 
F 
ol it, ns ſu jent to it, and Sana Woh 
vy which its Precepts,” confiderett 5 fetk as e 
n Head the 1 4 " 
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to the Need of > A „ ie the En 


to hope it, and the Nature of the Evidence which | 


might probably attend it. From hence the Work 


naturally proceeded to the Evidence in 
Proof J. that Reyelation which the Apa con- 


tains. The Genuin 


"NY 8 > . - I , 3 
* * 
the. nene ſy 2 


Credibility, and Inſpira- 


tion of theſe Sacred Books were then cleared up at 


be e e 


| Objections, which modern Infidels (thoſe Simmer: 
2 their own Souls) have * = When this 
undation was laid, . ee 
ture were drawn out into a large Detail ; thoſe re- 
lating to the Father, Sem, and Spirits) to: ws origi- 


nal and fallen State of Man, $0 the ee aud 


Kedenptien by Chri/t, an | My King 


as the great Agent in the R 


The Nature of the Covenant of Chace was — 0 
larly ſtated, and the ſeveral Precepts and Inftitutions _ 


us of 


of the. . Goſpel, with the Views which it gives 


the concluding Scenes of gur World, and of the . | 
Eternal State —.— it. What ſeemed moſt evident 


p/itions,. 


on theſe © Heads was thrown into the Pr 
Chief 


ſome of which were problematical; and 


Controverſies / NN to each were thrown into 
luſtrated by a very large Colk 


5 the: Scholia ; and all * bu 
ection of References , containing perhaps, one 
Lecture 9 the Subſtance: of farty or 
fifty Oftavo Pages, in which the Sentiments and 
Reaſonings of the moſt conſiderable Authors on alb 
theſe Heads might be ſeen in their own Words; 


which it as the Buſines of the Students to read and 


contract, in the Intervals between theſe Lectures, of 


which only Three were given in a Week, and ſome- 


times but Tua. The Mind of. this excellent Youthi 


knew bow to judge of the Importance of this Part of 
his Courſe 2, It ſtruck him ſtrongly ; and as he made 
1 his s carly Care to Gp 4he e with. 


— 


„ "RY Far. Exp vol. Is. Prof 2 mh | 


; SIRE. 


Peacher, but from the Word of 


8 ; 23 40 he Rudied ne = 
| | 2 Biligently, and made himſelf Maſter of 
them to ſuch a Degree, as to be able t& handle ſuch 


eferences 
Points of ' Theology as occurred to him in his Courſe 


| of Preaching,” not in a rude indigeſted Manner, 
ous with en Accuraay: and Solidity, rather worthy 


of a een who had N kr more + Years . 


8 1 8 or ime fore — 
- Divinity, not from the 3 ww 


fore be early ſtudied, and {et a great alue on thoſe 
Critical Lectures on the. New 7 eflament, 
weekly-attended, wag phe beep we 
thoſe daily Expoſitions 


within the Five Years e Gentle, be | 
had: an Opportunity of rn 


I remember 


nat antirely, in a 


right, he ſoon took the wiſe Precaution (which L : 


would recommend to 


eve ng Student ) to get 


ge for ways ſoit was par- 


theres. | 
which he 


ay — 
* N * 


1847 VS gh ht : 
' + Old Teflament explained from the Original, as well 
as the New twice or 2 weer partly, tho 


an inxterlenuad Bible ande Wetfein's Greek amen 


interleaved with good Paper in Quarto; in which 


be wrote Afemorandums of the moſt confiderable* 
_ Remarks for the Illuſtration of Scripture, which oe- 
curzed' to him in Reading, 


for he had a true Genius for Critics n, in thoſe which 


I take to be its nobleſt and maſferly Parts; which _ 


are thoſe which — not merely on Dint of In- 
N duftr „ but On Sa „Elevation, and Vivacity 


Temper of Mind, w without which i it : wil be irren ; 
| | for: | 


Converſation, or Re- _ 
flection. And had Providence continued him a2 
few Years longer in that prudent and diligent 
Courle, I queſtion not but theſe Manuſcripts would 
have . a rich Repoſitory of valuable Materials; 


ch U muſt add, a truly devotional N Z 


3 to reliſh; eerie be ſure impe 
ble to point out, the Beauties of the Sacred Writers. 
HIS great Deſire to appear in a becoming Man- 
ner under the Character of a Preacher, as well 8 
a Concern to cultivate Religion in his on Soul, 
engaged him imtimately to von verſe with the — 
Pruner fertile Country has produced; 
Ain Which Number, I Know he peculiarhy eſtee mec 
Mer divas and Mr. Baxter, 'not'40-mention®! 0 
of thoſe Lights of the Sanctuary, which througn 
the great G odneſs of Gon to — yet extin- 
guiſhed, and who will, I doubt not, Preseh wien 
abundant Succeſs to Generations long to to cm.. 1 
believe that Day ſaldom paſſed, in which ſome' of 
. theſe Writers Were not in his Hands, in wWwhem he 
ſought àt ance the Improvement of 3 5 
and of che Minifter; and I think it muſt | 
Fes, © Defect of Underſtanding, as well as of par 1 
rr Th yy t © - A 
this. 11 225 l 


Dar ame good' Prineiple, | which: . 45 | 
Steffe to be wery converſant” with ſuch Books, en- 
him alſo to attend with great nee to 
Inſtructions which were largely given him Fo 
the important Head of Pr, and Paſtiral ( 
And while 1 ſpeak of this, I muſt not Jorowe how 
ladly he. embraced the Opportunity, which" the 
Cuſtom of the Place gave him, +0 fabimitz firſt, the 1 
Schemes of his Sermons, - — then ſeveral of the 
Sermons themſelves,” to the Examination and Cor?h:?: 
rection of that Friend who had the Charge of his 
Education: A Privilege, which 2 leaſt 
need it, generally value moſt; and which, if I do 
not much miſtake, may be more infiruQiveto f young 
Preachers, than any general Rules for. Compoſttion, . 
which can be offered by thoſe, who are them 
ſelves moſt eminent in their Profeſſion. An early 
Care to get à. due at of his Voice, and te 
form himſelf to a * animated, yet unaffected 


9 5 Haun, 0 f 


; Itlelf much more important; and greatly: contribu- 
ted to that extenſive, and well - merited P 


44 


NN 
him in another; yet more important 


deeper into his Heart, I mean, as a C 
here, I ſhall not mention a Variety of 


F $$, verily. perſuaded, 4 
deni mention ſome of thofnswempla 
wee ſincere and lively Pi 

in a beautiful 2 — ence coi we Circums 
ſtances of Life i in which he was placed. And this 


ver . — * 


2 attended him, ſo far as I can learn, fam. 
| 2 5 Sermon he preached to the 1. Sad Ca- 
ity to the Church, and the World, that the:in- 
—— the one and the other was ſo ſhort! 


4 3. HiTHERT 0 U have conſidered Mr..Steffe” sCha- 


r and Conduct as a Schalar, during the Series 
muſt now-deſcribe 
Viow, which 
will carry us a little farther into his Lafer ee, 
8 


'which I comprehend in 3 82 


a, 


Jattempt, not in 4 View! of raiſing a Monument 


to the Memory of a.dear deceaſed Friend; (I doubt 


not but the Applauſe of his great Maſter has raiſed 


bim high above all ſuch 3) but rather of hinting In- 
ſtruction to others, by exhibiting him more fully in 
a Point of Light, which has ſeldom been inlar 


upon by thoſe who have written Lives, whe 


"an from a very miſtaken Apprehenſion that it was 0 
little Moment, or (as I would rather hope). for Want 


of Materials. Providence has ordered it ſo, that it 5 
was almoſt all the Hiſtory that can be given of Mr. 
Steffe, and has aſſigned this Office to one, who had 
an Opportunity of collecting Materials from what 
he himſelf ſaw ; though I muſt add, that in what L 
have farther to write, my perſonal Obſervations. 
have been much illuſtrated 2 a Collection of his 


Letters to his Parents and other near Relations, ae 
; ons, of ie e e me. 175 15 19 


111101 
No 


uns, 3 ehiey* tlie: 
cbr into Queſtion;) 1 no Views of 7 Profermanty 
could have engaged ſo 


Ste Father Was, to enter into Meaſures for his 


being eee the Minz beriet Office, if be haa 


wn him to be a bimedets aud a ; 


Youths 4 But from ſome Things which he has — 


of himſelf in Papers now before me; the Particu- 


lars of which it is not neteſſary to tranſcribe, 1 : 


have reaſon to believe, that real Religion was of 


later Date in his Heart, than his firſt Views of un- 
dertaking the ſacred Work in which he aſterwards 


engaged. An awful Text o 
ſeafonably dropped from th 
pious Father, à little before he quitted the Family, 
ſeems to have” given a moſt happy Turn to his 
Mind, and undef Divine Influence to have been the 
im mediate Occaſion of producing that ſincere ae fo 
1 which rel e ſo yu; ape ſhone 
bright. 


Scripture ſolemnly and 


Wh ata le Bud Game 6 the ies 


deny, his religious Reſolutions" were ſeriouſly re- 
newed and confirmed; and he was very early ani- 


mated with a ſollicitous Concern, to do Good" to 
the Souls of others, as well as to ſecure the'Salva- 
tion of his on. This particularly appears in a 
Letter which he then wrote to an „ler Brother; 


who was juſt then coming out of an Apprentice 
_ thip,” and  enverin "of _—_— and it is pleaſant to 
obſerve! what a Mi: of Prudence, Fidelity, 
and Tenderheſt runs through/the Whole of it. He 


was very "apprehenſive, from what he had obſerved 


in his Rrother's Temper and Conduct, as well as 
from the Remarks he had even then made upon 
the'World in general, that he would be in great 


terwards remarkably re by Divine Grace, 


ſome Cireumſtances which followed too plainl7 . 
iewed, how * .— wy Our 
28 | . _— : 


a Clergyman' as Mr. 8 


venerable Lips of his 


er of being inſnared; and though be was af- 


[+ WY - 8 N ay he * 
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ame Time to a younger Brother To 
F Views 3 
Am, which he at that Time inclinable to lay 


: . Dan- 


oor „and ſeriouſly urges him to on 


Choice and. 3 as, the -great Point of 

Wiſdom both for Time and 2 Vet he 
mingles this with ſo many Acknowledgments. of 
his own Imperſeftiags, of of bis having negletted. 
man early . Improvement, and * — 


perhaps in ſome Inftances of Sin and Foll 


- ſpared. ſo intimate a Companion, that it 


ſhews, he did not forget the & du hor 
elder Brother, and that it was not Pride; but cor- 


dual Love, that dictated what he wrote. I am, 
* „% unwor to be called a Child of Go Dp; 4 
yet through his f. I ſer and taſte ſo much 


neſs, in Religion, that I cannot but recom - 


«. —— it to others. And accordingly he does 
recommend it, by-a Variety of maſt weighty Ar- 
| ny and concludes them all with ſuch a ſeri- 
tation of the Uncertainty of Youth and 


Health, and the Poflibility of an early Surprize by 
Death, as is peculiarly moving, when: one recollefts 


into Eternity in their blooming Years. . 
Ir is with ſome Difficulty. that I forbear infere- 
ing the Whole; but I fear ſwelling theſe, Mempirs, 


to a diſproportionate Siae: Neverthele I find; my= - 
ſelf, as it were, conſtrained to tranſcribe. great, Part 


of another Letter, which he e ts about the 


aſide: It diſcovers much of the Heart of the Writer; 
and I hope, they who are training up: for that Office, 


read it with lon zuliar, Attention, as, coming 
from one of: 5; if they will allow) 
the Name of a, nien to one, hQ was as yet only 


in — 95 6 Rog of his Grammatical PINA. | <A b 


þ * 


that the, Perſon by whom this Letter was written 
and he to whom it, was addreſſed, were both called, 


fs 


whole Benefit, have here particularly in View, will 1 


. * 


vas Mr. Seegers ere e wretothe* 
following Epiſtle; and —— own, that while 
I read it, (ſuch is the Fropriety, and Spi- 
| ri — —— be write) en to be nee 
peruſing ge of a Brot ng exper | 
try, than the Letter of 4 C , h | 
: looking towards it. 
| | SPEAKING of the Miniſtry, FRO 6c PRs 
44 acknowledge, that it was with great Reluctance 
I was brought to comply the Propoſals 
e which were made to me in this View; froma 
4 Senſe of the Greatneſs and Importance of the 
% Work, and of my own Inſufficiency for it; 
« which Ar was ſtrongly. backed with fre- 
« quent Fears, leſt I ſhould not have had a Work 


|  « of Grace wrought in my own Heart, without 


„ which I ſaw. an Impoſſibility of becoming a 
c faithful-and ſucceſsful — q and I doubt not, 
< but you have had ſome Apprehenſions like theſe.” 
e But 1 would not have you, nor myſelf, —_ 
« whelmed- with /theſe diſcouraging Thou 
& ſince it is ſo: delightful, recs. ge | 
ce and has fo great 1 to e Promotion 
* Neligion in the World. 
4 TIs true, this is an Office ee unden 


1.0 «.with-greas DidGculties, even ſuch as would be too 


<<. conſiderable for any mortal Creature to. encounter 
<;with,- if he not inward: Supports from 
„ briſt, the chief Shepherd. and Biſhop of Souls, 5 
% The Greatneſs and nm ie the 2 245 eferial 
860 __— LO evidently: ik * . 
a they are engaged in cheir Office, 
| « te whit hey are cog great Gop himſe aro ; 
- <. whole Mouths they-are to the the- Peoples The Pur- 
| E ara high and God-like: And be- 
tiy adds to the : Difficulty of it, 
48 —— and Difcouragements which at- 
tend the faithful Diſcharge of this Duty. The 


0 * e. 10 at 


n 


ive by n 


«6; to divert, and diſcourage n one FREY en, 


„ ggaging in this Work, often ſuggeſting what may 


, pervert. and miſſead their Minds in- it. Mi. 
s will avail, 


46 ene. Terrors, or Reproache 
are ſure to be tried: For Miniſters are the 
Fe. Bat, againſt which Satan by. theſe Inſtruments 
* levels his ſharpeſt Darts, well knowing that the 
4 ſtrongeſt Batteries agai againſt bs Kingdom e placed 
e there; and therefore the mo | 

to be moſt aſſaulted. There àre alſo our own 

- © Indiſpoſitions, which render the Work the harder. 
« And beſides all, there is a ſtrict Account to be 
15 given at the Day of Judgment, when the Secrets 
9 Hearts ſhall be revealed, when we ſhall 

Chrift ſaying with an Heart-imprefing | 
, Power, Give an Account of your ': Stewardſhip.” 
% He'll demand an Account of the Souls he com- 
c mitted to our Care, and the Truſt he repoſed in 


« us. There, if we be pronounced faithful Ser- 
« wants, we ſhall according} receive the Reward | 
the Blood of others 

1655 and ns Mikery | 


of ſuch ; but if unfait 

E will-be required ar aur Ha: 

il be an Aggravation of ours. ef b. 
LNNow upon mature — of the great 


* 3 and a9 00m 0 of the Work, as it is 


F of ſo great Conſequence, juſtly cry out, 
te, 2 654 for eheſe thing bings # Lee Aber, Boe 
«, Opus This is a Work indeed. What 'Piety; 


* bat Prudence, what Zeal, what.Courage, what 


Faithfulneſ, and what Holy - Watcbfulneſs is ne- 


20 ceſſary, . to the right Diſcharge of this ſo. Sreat 


an Office? The Work is — abs Str 


wis ſmall: Vea, of cunſelues we have uo. Streng th 3 


. at all; but all our & cienq it 000 % um 
<< therefore muſt we go for it. : Here is dur Come 
0 1 our: 8 bath pl mono 2 


ithful are ſure 


of db Ress rent Mir. — xv 
“ himſelf hath ſaid, that if any lack Wiſdom, Proc 
& ſhould .a/# it of bir, who giveth to all berallys 
and he hath expreſsly added, it fhall be given... 
<«< Therefore let us make our Application to him; 
© Jet us come with an holy olan 7 10 the Throne , 
& Grace, deeply imprefled with a Senſe. of our 
„„ ' Weakneſs and Folly; and we ee us ofe-Wife 
« dom, and then we need not fear. being diſap- 
pointed, but ſhall of Dis - - Fuineſs TOC LAN 
« Grace for Grace. 
* In. vain may we have Recourſei to the: molt: 
ce refined and polite Parts of Human Learning, to 
« qualify. ourſelves: for this Work: All Human 
« Arts, and the whole Circle of the Sciences, will 
„ he unable to furniſh us for it, unleſs Gop, who 
« firſt commanded the Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, 
lay the Foundation, in ſbining by his Spirit into 
ce our Hearts, and diſplaying the invincible Effi- 
e cacy of his Grace to work in us a true Repen- 
« tance and | Converſion neuer to be repented 4 
Not that I would have you neglect your Stucties, 


„but uſe à double Diligence in your earneſt ur- ; 


„“ ſuit of them: Vet I write thus, that you-may. 
de not reſt in theſe, but be aſpiring after more no- 
ee ble Acquirements. Be very ſolicitous about 0 
e one Thing needful, without which you can never 
cc expect to become a faithful or n ons of 
& ha Chriſt's Goſpel. e Yo 
My dear „ S ko you will apts. dh 
« good ard what I have here op) 3: and though you 
do not want Advice and Direction in this Affair 
4 from thoſe that are with you, and are more ca- 
4 abi of giving you better Admonition than I, 
yet I hope you will have ſo much Regard to me 
6k « Ari yourſelf, as to beſtow ſome Time in read- 
ing over and conſidering theſe obvious Thoughts, 
* which I have ſpent a few Minutes in drawing up, 
*© hoping that as they are ar _ * 1 
46: me, "Og may be i040 You-7--15 fs 
a wes « You | 


ce You: Waben thut your W are ra- 
6 ther to be of @ Trade. Tis true, in ſuch a Sta- 


3 een of Liſe you would not ſind ſo much Diffi- | 


e culty as attends" e e eee e 
* will 3 of being uſeful is 
. What more noble or honoura 


Em- 
4 ploy tan his! Surely it may well be ealled 


ee 'pobd Mort; a Work of the greateſt Impor- 
1 tance, and deſigned for the moſt extenſive Good; 
& fince it is converſant about no lower Coneernz 
e than the Liſe and Happineſs of immortal Souls, 
aud is deſignod to diſplay and illuſtrate Gop's 
free Grace and Merey in bringing many Sons to 


. Gry. Are th. n t ther 
% Miniſters of all Wars of ij — 5 real; oli 
de Pleaſure. ;. for they are wet —— in her 
% Ways, ſpending themſelves,” and being ſpent in 


4 the Service of their Lord, who will not fail to 
<< reward! them abundantly. Oh what Pleaſure 
«; will-ariſe in our Minds, if Gop ſnall call us to 
this Work, and ſucceed our Labours in it, when 
4% e ſhall, in the Midſt of thoſe Toils, ſee many 
e coming to own us as _— Fpiritual Fathers ? 
55 Theſe: will be w. ed Crown of rejoicing, 
« in the Day of the Lord Feſus ; they will be as 
ws ſo — — in our Diadem of Glory. But 
denthen, hat ſtill more unſpeakable P ure and 
45 Satisfaction will ariſe in our Souls, when we 
1 coine in the near Views of an Eternal World; 
_ $6 that we can look back upon our paſt Lives, and 
, ſee that they were ſpent in the Service of out 
% Creator and Redeemer; that his Glory was 
t our chief Aim in all we did; ſo that we can 
de ay, we have fbugbt a good Fight, we have . 
5 -nifbed dur Courſe, and 22 'the Faith; and that 
| 1 ou remains is, chat there is a Grown Rights: | | 
uſneſs laid ww 7 pu us,” which the Lord the rigb. 
6 _—_— upon us in that Day 
68; . wal dt Loft — 'Ti 


5 3 yet not 
BE nn 
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4 without 8 ing you to Gop; ones 


<6 more deſiring, you — be earneſt and con- 
„ ftant in your Addrefles at the Throne of Grace, 
that we may both obtain ann Grace to ns 
« in every Time of Need.” 

Ir may eaſily be imagined, that ſo livel #'Senſs | 
of Piety in the Heart of this good Youth would 
be productive of ſuch Diſcourſes and Actions, 23 

muſt naturally attract the Obſervation and Eſteem 
of thoſe around him; and how modeſtly ſoever 
conducted, would be (as Solomon expreſſes it) like a 
Perfume held in the-Hand, which the more cloſely 

it is graſped, . ook ſelf ſo r by 
the agreeable Odours which it diffuſes. ' 
Hz was ſoon informed of a Serin of private 
Chriſtians, who met at ſtated Times for religious 
Diſcourſe and Prayer, (the fit of thoſe formed, 
and ſince ſo happily increaſed, in the Place where 
he then dwelt;) and he was Invited: to enter him- 
ſelf 1 ed 2 It bang] as ſuch wax ul 
nerally, t ed OD not always,” 
of Perſons — Ranks of Life: 1 ea. 5 
fying, as well as delightful to me, to obſerve, in 
what humble Strains this young Gentleman expreſſes 
his Admiration of the neſs of Gp 0 and of 
the Condeſcenſion of his Friends, that he ſhould 
have the Honour of being admitted among them, 


of which he ſeems to have apprehended himſelf very” 


_ unworthy. | 
Fon this Society he quickly -palfied to another. 
conſiſting only of ſenior Students 2 the Miniſtry, who 

uſed on the Evening of the Lord's- Day to yilitneigh- 
- bouring Villages, and held private Meetings for reli- 
 gious-Worſhip in ſome licenſed Houſes there, Two | 
of them generally went together; a ſerious-Sermm on 

ſome uncontroverted-and important Subject of Reli- 5 7 

gion was repeated ; and one of themprayed before; and 


the other after/ it, with proper Intervals of Singing. 
This Cuſtow, Kill continued, and extended to many 


b2 
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other Places, - hath, I hope, been very uſeful, both 
in exerciſing the Gifts of the Students, and in abat- 
ing the Prejudices which ſome have been ready to 
entertain againſt our Ways of Worſhip, as well as 

in ſpreading the Knowledge of Divine Things; not 
to mention the Relief it has given to ſome, whoſe 
Circumſtances have confined - them from Oppor- 
tunities of attending, where they could have choſen 
to ſpend the Sabbath. When the Aſſembly was 
diſmiſſed, a few ſerious People would often remain, to 
ſpend an Hour or two more in Conference and Prayer 
with the Perſons who had been officiating z-and . 
they who appeared under the firſt religious Im- 
preſſions, or under Dejection of Spirit, were en- 
couraged to open their Cafes, and their Hearts, at 
I x is not at all to be wondered at, by thoſe who 
conſider Nhat Chriſtian Experience is, and how it 
is to be learned, that thoſe Students, who entered 
into theſe Exerciſes with the greateſt Spirit and | 
Zeal, have appeared to diſtinguiſhed. Advantage un- 
der a publick Character. And accordingly I am 
well Heel, that many large and flouriſhing Con- 
gregations, in which (having been unanimouſly and 
affectionately choſen) they are now labouring with _ 
great Acceptance and Succeſs, are bleſſing Go p, that 
they were thus formed for more extenſive Service, 
and that they learnt in ſuch Schools as theſe, what 
no Academical Lectures alone could have taught 
them with equal Advantage. 3 
I WII I venture to ys that it would be well far. 
the Church of Cbriſt, it all his Miniſters entered 
on the Solemnities of their Ordination-Day, with . 
that Deliberation, Self-Examination, and Prayer, 
Which Mr. Szeffe's Papers ſhew him to have uſed, 
when he firſt gave up his Name to this repeating So- 
ciety: But he knew the Worth of Souls, and the. 
Importance of Men's devotional Moments]! May. 
none, who do not in ſome Meaſure know both, 
. . Venture 
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venture to meddle with them, leſt it be to their 
own Hurt! J)))FCVVVCVCT ra 

WEIL I did this prudent Youth apprehend, how 
abſurd it is for any to undertake to iciate in Chri- 
tian Aſſemblies, before they are entered into full 
Communion ; and well did he conſider, how great a 
Duty and Privilege it is, to commemorate the Deatr 
of our great Lord at his Table. Aecordingly, in 
September 17 34, ſome conſiderable Fime before he 
engaged in the Society I laſt mentioned, he made his 
firſt Approach to that Ordinance, with the entire 
Conſent and Approbation of the Church, to whom 
he wrote an excellent Letter on the Occaſion, whictt 

1 would gladly inſert, if I had convenient Room to 
do it, But I cannot forbear tranſcribing a few of 
his Reflections upon this Head, in a Letter which he 
Wrote preſently after; becauſe I hope it may ani- 
mate young Chriſtians to attend an important Duty. 


* 


which I fear they are too ready to neglect. 


. 5 J did then,” ſays he, (ſpeaking of the preceeds {| 


ing Sabbath, ) give myſelf up to. Gop, and feal 
« my Covenant with him; and it is with -unſpeaka- 
& b]e Pleaſure that I look back on that ſolemn and 
e awful. TranſaQion. I bleſs Gop, I can fay, 
„ the Day in which I made my. firſt Approach to 


the Table of the Lord, was one of the beſt Daysz — 


if not the very beſt, I ever lived. I then felt - 


« more ſenſible Sorrow for Sin, than E had- ere 


© done before, I was filled with Admuration. to 
* think that I, who did not deſerve to be ſet among 
ce the Dogs. of his Fhck, ſhould have the Honour of. 
& fitting among his Children at his Table. I hope, 
& I had then ſome appropriating Views of the bleſſ- 
<< ed" Jeſus, and could call him my Saviaur and 
« my God; could eſteem him Lars among Ten 
« Thouſand, and altogether lovely. And while I 


«© was by Faith feeding on him in this Ordinance, _ 
_ ©© unſpeakable Tranſports of Grief and Foy at once 
5 ſeized on my Soul: Grief, when I looked un, 

| 8 „%%% ͤ  _ 
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| and ſau my bleeding dying Redeemer bearing my 
| „Sins in his own Body on the he es when I viewed 


« him, as wounded for my Tramſgreſſiant, as bruiſed 
« for mins Tae, and A that _— 
« ment which was the Purcha/ of v ih And 
e proportionable when I co my 
0 Sint, — digg and ſo many, and attend- 
« ed with ſuch aggravated Circum ces as gave 
1 them a Scarlet and Crimſon Die, were all waſhed 
<< 'away in the over-flowing Fountain of his _ 
4 ous Blood. On the whole, I was enabled {wet 
* Delight to dratu Water out of this Well 0 ok | 

% wation, and could with great Pleaſure enlarge on 
de this Head: But muſt conclude” with intreating 
ee aq box for me, that having vowe® unto the 
& Lord, I may never go back; but conſidering my 
Pad emi irate. invited 

kj; Iva ncouragements, and obliged to. 

OD 4350 — by ſo many Ties Ard | 
2 Intereſt, and r may 99 r 
© Chriſtian Race with Patience 230 Algerie ty; and 
__ «© continually” adorning that” Profeſſln;- which I 
* have in this Ordinance: ſo ſolemply made.” 
_ » In conſequence of a Reſolution, ſo ſolemnly re- 
corded in this Ordidance, and often renewed and 
ſealed in returning Approaches to it, our Author 
continued in a calm, reſolute, and diligent Proſe- 
 tiition' of his Studies, according to the Plan laid 
_ above; fill conducting himſelf in a prudent 
Aid cautious Manner, ſo as to cut off Orca, , even 
yu: thoſe that ſought it, if ſuch there deen, | 
bring any Reproach on the Society he delon ed to, 
20 the "= Gay ator of Chriſtians in whoſe Intereſt 
he had*choſen to imbark, Nor do I from this Time 
meet with any Incident relating to him, ſo remark- 
able as to require a particular Notice, till Augu/ft - 
737, when it pleaſed Gop to remove his Reve- 
WE and ' worthy Father, by a Stroke which his Fa- 
82 and 1 Church will have * Cauſe to "Th _ 
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This Providence occaſioned Two Terters, © "which | 
have been ſo very pleaſing to me, and to ſome 


pious and judieious Friends to whom T have cm- 


municated them, that I cannot forbear inſerting 
the greateſt Part of them here; as Ithink Se are 
both a very lively and beautiful Image of Filial, Plety 
in its moſt” genuine. ne. Workings ; ; And as the 7 7 
contains ſome ſuch Confofatrony K+ — Death of 
Friends, as the beſt of Mankind in ing World 
have, alas, frequent Oecaſion to Rea et 

Tr former of theſe was directed to his Marler; | 
but begins in th the Parton or without any, Ap- 
relation to mar OOTY i 
OT, e o tis pan I 


66: nt Nye eg 


| L me 
c to my Hands that ever P received, and bn : 
fitting down to write an Anſwer to it. Bur t 
„ hom ſhall* If addreſs myſelf ? and ut ſhall 1 
< make the Subje&of'my Pier?! 
„HAI ſufficient Encaura ragement, to hope, that 
66. my dear Futber could read it, or- bear it read, ; 
« ſhould not be long in determinin whether 
« ſhould direct a Part of it to him. But the Ac- 
& count I have had of his extreme lines diſcourages 
& me from it: If he was a Week ago ſo low. and 
« weak, as to be incapable of holding a Pen 
<« write a few Lines to me, there's too too. mu 
Room to ſuſpeR, left that Diſeaſe, which made | 
his Hands ſo feeble, ſhould by this time have caſt 
< mortal Vail over his Eyes, and ſt his Ears, 
4 ſo that he can neither read, nor Bar, what 
he < write. On could J meet with ſome one that i Ss 
, ahle to reſolve the Queſtion! With what E ager 
2 neſs ſhould T addreſs myfelf to ſuch a Perſon i . 
„the Language, though not in the Sentiment, ' of 
4 Je Doth my Faber yet-live ® But oh, with 
Fear and Anxiety fhould F attend the An- 
a ſwer? How ſhould T fear, leſt: my preſent” Un- 
b. 4. 11 009 "WR 


li . of the Life. and. Cr 
. certainty ſhould be changed into a melancholß 
« Certainty ; and that uneaſy Situation of Mind, 
« which between Hope and Fear concerning. my 
„ Father's Life I am now in, ſhould be ſucceeded 
4 I * deepeſt Sorrow from bearing, He does 1 
ve 
te In the Midſt of ck . e ſhall 
« 1 do? What Courſe ſhall I take? Shall I venture 


& to write to him? Shall I tell him, that .notwith- | 


4 ſtanding the Prevalence of his Diſeaſe, and his 


. extreme Weakneſs, I have yet great Hope of his 


* Recovery? Alas, there's little Room for that. 


What Hope can I have, when a Phyſician, whoſe 


«Skill enables him to form a more certain Judg- 
ment, than his Tenderneſs and Unwillingneſs 
to grieve will permit him to impart, does yet 
4 ay, Tf be does recover, it will be. a conſiderable = 
725 Time rn? Where is the Strength to hold out a 
4 conſiderable Time under ſuch a Diſeaſe? Do 
« the Young and Vigorous often fall a Prey to a2 
<< Fever, after a few Days, or a few Hours Struggle? 


« And can the Aged and Infirm grapple with, and 


« conquer, ſo powerful an Invader 7 

„ SHALL I then endeavour to adminiſter forms 

&« ' Divine Canſolations to a dear Parent, in the 

| © near Views of Death and Eternity ? Bleſſed be 
<« Gop, that J have fo mack Reaſon, to 19 

e this would be an unneceſlary Taſk, as I have 
8 good Ground to hope, that 5 ty God whom he 

; 4 bas ſerved with ſo _— Faithfulneſs and Con- 
© fancy in his Life, will not withold from him the 


_ Comforts of his Spirit! in his Death; and that God: 


« concerning whom he has ſo often ſaid i in the Time. 
« of Health-and Proſperity, hom have I in Heaven: 

&« but thee? and there is none upon Earth that I defire 
6 beſides theez will be the Strength of his Heart now. | 
ce when his Fleſh and his Heart fail bim, and will. 
«© be his Portion: for ever. I doubt not, that vital. 

4 e e of Love to GoD, and Delight. 
8 195 in | 
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ce in him, which ſpread ſuch a Calm and Serenity»  ? 
8 over his Mind during Life, will dart a chear- 

_ « ful Ray to enlighten the dark Valley of the Shadow 
0 OncE more, Shall I yet fuppoſe him alive, 
e and capable of reading or hearing my Letter, 

<« though juſt on the Brink of the Grave, and al- 

« moſt panting out his laſt Breath? And ſhall I 

« write to take my laſt ſolemn Farewel of him, till 

« we meet in Eternity? Oh how can I do that? 
It's a Taſk too melancholy for me; my Heart 

even melts at ſuch a Thought. No, though I 

have too much Reaſon to believe, that if my 

ce dear Father does live, to ſee or hear this, it will 
de be the laſt that he will ſee or hear from me, yet 

„I will not, cannot write it as the laſt: However 

« my Uncertainty about him is ſo great, that I» 
cannot prevail upon myſelf to addreſs it imme- 
« diately to him, too much afraid leſt T ſhould be 
« writing to a pale Corpſe, inſtead of a living ten- 
s der Father,—In this dubious Frame of Mind, to- 

„e thee, Oh my Gop, would T turn. I know, 
„e that thou live/t, and wilt ever live: Thou art 

* the great Arbiter of Life and Death; thou bringeſt 

„ down to the Borders of the Grave, and thou 
_ © only canſt ſay with a prevailing Voice, Return. 
„Let us join in ſaying, if there is yet Room for 
C Prayer, Do thou hear it on the Behalf of thy 

„Servant: Do not ſo lay our Sins to our Charge, 
& as to take away our Father and Husland Oh. 
© — him a little, that he may recover Strengib, &c. 
« But if he is out of the Reach of Prager, diſpoſe 
ce us chearfully to acquieſce in; this afflictive Diſs. 

* gpenſation of thy wiſe Providence: Adored be 

« thy Name, that ſuppoſing this, we have fo. much 

© Reaſon to mingle our Praiſes with our Tears 
and though we ſhould lament the ELoſs-of 2 molt. 

«© tender, valuable, and important Relative; yet we 
may rejoice to think, that we maurn mot d the(s; 


oy 
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4 evithout Hope for him, to whom to live was Chri ip, y 
and conſequetitly to die muſt be Gain. Amen. 
„Hu then addreſſes his Mot ber in a very tender 
Strain, on a Suppoſition that ſhe might — 
2 Mournful Widow before this Letter reached — 142 
: ers as many of the Conſiderations he there tonches 
i are more largely inſerted in the Confolatery 
2 efs which 11 llows, I omit them, only 

here tranſcribing the following expreſſive Lines, 
No is the Time eſpeeially, to reſſect upon; 

„ Gop as your conſtant Friend, and 3 
* Portion. Now is the Time to recollect his man 
d euceeding great and precious Promiſes. - Look bs 

on former Experiences, and. draw Encourage- | 

* ment from them: Look forward, and view that 

Divine Principle of Grace implanted in your 

<, Souls, by which you are united to: Gon; and to- 
Curuf, in the Bonds of an everlaſting C. 


E venant. 
„ Tnis, my dear Mother, may. be à Source ey . 


e calm Serenity, and even of Joy and 3 
4 in Circumſtances, which in other Reſpects wear 
_ <© the moſt gloomy Aſpect. And if you are tempted: | 
to entertain any anxious Thoughts about thoſe | 
L200 <<: Difficulties, which may attend us in our Paſſage: 
5 h Life; now the Channel through which 
158 «the greateſt Part of its Supports and Enjoyments: - 
oy flowed down. to us is dried up, let us remember, 
4. 2 the Earth is the Lords, and the Fulneſs tbere- 
And now the Streams are cut off, let us riſe | 


„ a eee all Good.“ 


Tunis Letter was dated the of Augn 17%, 
and His Futber died on the Kala, ſo E. ; 
ing to the uſual Courſe of the Poſt, it muſt, I ſup- 
poſe, come to Hand, while he was yet alive : And 
a pious and tender Parent will judge perhaps better 
than any one can, what a noble Conſolation it muſt 
add to the laſt Days and Hours of his Life, to hear 


3 ſuch a Letter from ſuch a Son. 2 8 


7 N 4 * 
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as himſelf ; not only thinking, what an Ornament 
and Support ſuch u Sm might prove to the ſurviving, 
Branches of the 'Family.;- but alſo how uſeful his: 
maturer Age might be to the World, who was. 
capable of adminiſtring ſuch Conſolation to the af- 
fliẽted, before he had yet gone through the Studies 


-v.. 4% 


Zen 
A few Days more brought eur young Friend the 
melancholy Tidings,” that his Kube was dend; 
which occaſioned the following Letter, dated the 
15th of Augu/t, 1737; which I doubt not has alſo 
proved a very great Support to the worthy Perſon to- 
whom it was addreſſed, when mourning over the 
Remains of this dear Sen by whom it was written; 
who ſeems therein to haveé been providentially le 
- lay in, if 1 ma ſo ſpeak a Cordial again his 
own approaching Funeral. If 'the Reader be affect- 
ed with it, as myſelf have been, there will be no 
need to make an Apolegy for inferting it at large: 
And J am perſuaded it muſt afford every Believer of 
Cbriſtianity a ſecret Triumph, to compare this E= - 
piſtle of 2 Vouth inſtructed in the Goſpel,” with 
thoſe. of the moſt learned and celebrated Phrloſophers- 
of Antiquity, and particularly of Serecu, h, 


+ * 8 „ 


and his correſpondent Friends, en melabcholy O- 


caſions, which: bore fome Roſemblance to that on 


[3 - 


which this was written. 


* You” may eafily imagine with whit fad Sur- 
prize I received the laſt Account from Mentbam. 
4 I have indeed been in an uneaſy State'of Uncer- 
« tainty ever finoe I left you: Yet the Letter which: 
% F had a few Days ago, written with your Hand, 

* and which gave me an Account of my Father's 

& ſmall Revival, gave me withal ſome comforta- 
dle Hope of his Recovery ;fo that the Interval 
* between that and the laſt Letter, was ſpent in 
4, . | b 6 1 ſome 
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ſome greater Degree of Chearfulneſs, than I was 
4 willing to. allow myſelf before. But öh, — 
<« ſoon Was it turned into Sorrow! And I was 
< lifted high in my Hopes and Expectations, 77 
<< to be ſunk the lower by that ſad Meſſage which * 5 
received on the Hand of my Si/ter laſt Friday- 
6. Night. How did I tremble, when I ſaw t e 
& Letter! How many melancholy Fears did my 
< foreboding Heart ſuggeſt, even before T-ope 
<- jt! But When it was opened, oh, what di ad 4 1 
WY ſee Words that could not but cut me to the 
e yery Heart, Our daar dear Father is dead. Tears 
<«< prevented me from reading any further; and 
<« the Repetition of the cutting Sentence calls up 
cc my Tears afreſh : You muſt give me Leave then 
*: to weep a While, and 1 wil endeavour ene 
46 Ir will be painting too ao | 
< to tell you what a Variety of gloomy - be 
paſſed through my Mind on this Occaſion. No, 
«| will not renew, or increaſe your Sorrow, by 
„ agpravating the Loſs we have ſuſtained, in the 
Heath of ſuch, an Husband and Futher. But 1 
would fain turn my Thoughts to the brighter 
« Side, and by Divine * endeayaur. to ſug- 
<< geſt ſuch Things as may be of uſe toreconeile 
« us to this very heavy Stroke of Providence, and 
* to form us to ſuch a ſuitable Diſpoſition.of Mind, 
cc 15 oy if * one ſhould aſk us, Is it well with 
© thy nd? 1 I it well with thy Father ?' Is it 
$5 80 45 5 ray. ?., We: er even Win a Baule re- 
« ply, I i ell. 10 A i 
Ae OMITTED. writing ths: laſt. Poſt, chat I 


pay, + 


«© might have Time to ſetile and compoſe my own 
« Mind, and conſequently be the more capable of 
4 adminiſtring Conſolation to you, and others, who 
«- are intimately concerned in my dear Fathers 

. Neath. Had T1 wrote We after the Re- 
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ce ception of my Siſter's Letter, while my Mind 
% was almoſt overwhelmed with Sorrow, you might 

indeed have ſeen a Sheet of Paper filled with the moſt 

60 urs Expreſſions of Tenderneſs and Grief; 

« but perhaps they would only have ſerved to open 

« your Wounds afreſh; whereas my Deſign in 
„ what I now write, is, if poſſible, to pour in 
„ BLESSED be GoD, the Storm that was. firſt 

* raiſed in my Mind, has been by him command- 

ed into a Calm; and the Conſolations of Gt 

% have not been few,- nor ſmall to me on this Oc 

« caſion. And I am not without good Hope, that 

« if you are not yet brought to a ſettled compoſed 

ce State of Mind, thoſe Conſiderations which Re- 

4 5e ſuggeſts, and which have been the happy 
„Means of reviving «my' Spirits, and introducing 

c ſome conſiderable Meaſure of Tranquility into · 

« my Mind, may anſwer the ſame End, and have 

ec the ſame Effect upon.you.' . 

„Tu dear, dear Man has taken his final 

Leave of us, with regard to this World; and we 

<« cannot but mourn his Departure. The Defire. of 

« our Eyes is taken from us; and it would argue a 

86 ſtupid, inſenſible, Savage Femper, not to drop» 

& A Tear, or feel any tender Concern under ſo ſad 
„ a Stroke. The wiſe Author of our Nature did - 
“ not place theſe melting Emotions of Soul, for no 
«© other Purpoſe, but to be rooted out as Weeds: 

4 And the nobleſt Examples of Faith and Holineſs,: 
Courage and Magnanimity, which are recorded 
c in the Old and New Tæſtament, are repreſented- 
<< as dropping a Tear upon ſuch an Occaſion, Even 
the ſpotleſs 7eſus wept over. Lazarus, —But the 
<< greateſt Danger is, leſt we abandon ourſelves to 
c immoderate Sorrow, ſo to mourn: as to refuſe to 
<& be. comforted. We are not, with Jacob, to re- 
©, folve to go down to the Grave mourning, becauſe 
Ewe are. deprived. of this, or that, n 2 


_ 


Sorbo; 


c may not fink under the Weight of your 


_ <: jet me lead your Thoughts to the following e., 


C viving Conſiderations. - 
„Lr us conſider for our Comfort, he long 
© our dear Relative was continued to us. Tis 


e not the withering of a Gourd, which ſprung up in 
** 2 Night, and periſhed in a Night, whoſe friendly- 
ce Shade: failed us when we had m of it, 


cc that we now mourn. No, we — the Fall 


«© of a full. groton Tree, under whoſe wide ſpread- 3 
ing Shadow'we have long reioiced. Now in or- 


c der to make this Afffiction fit the lighter, let 
< us compare it with what it would have been, 
„ had he been taken from us at a Time, ben 
ce ve H Chrildren had all been young, and unable 
4 ourſelves to make our Way through the World; 
« which we now all have * fair Proſpect of 
doing with Comfort, by the Blefling of Gop, 
« and the Kindneſs of ſurviving Friends. Is it not 
„ ſome Alleviation to our Sorrow, to think he 
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„Life. That you, my dear: and now on/y-Parent,” 


6 lived to bring up his Children in the Nurture” . 


and Admonition of the Lord? And may I not 


c& add, to ſee the good Effects of a Regions Edu- 5 


e cation upon moſt of them? 
„ How EVER it muſt be confelled, that ths Loſs 


t is great to us all: But then, let us not confine}. 


„ our Thoughts ſo much to this mournful Part of 
5 the Subject, as to forget how great a Gainer the- 
& dear departed Spirit is by this Separation from 


t us, Let us lift up the Eye of our Faith to the 
ct inviſible World, and — ſueh a View of the 
« Happineſs and Glory of thoſe who' die in the Lord, 


ec c our imperfect State will allow; and then Jet 


« us ſay, whether there is any Room to grieve . 


e and mourn on his Behalf, Surely when we con- 


« ſider his preſent. advantageous Situation, from! - 


* what he is delivered, and what he now enjoys, 


* we could not wiſh him back again without the” 
| .. "preateis 72 


[ 
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eateſt Breach of Friendſhip. / Indeed, as others 
1 well obſerved on the like Occaſion, we 
40 form a very wrong Fudgment of the Condition of 
« our departed Friends, when becauſe we ſee their 
cc breathleſs Corpſes laid in the Ground to become 


* Food for Worms, we are overwhelmed with — 
« Grief, and 2 mourn over them. 3 . 


« owing to our Ignorance of their State; as Jacob 
« mourned over t e rent Garment of his Son. Yo * 
and concluded he was devoured by ſome ning” 4 
When indeed he was gone to reign in Egypt. 0 
« dear Relative is gone to reign in Heaven; peer 5 
« would we cling ſo fond] about him, as to pull 
« him from his Throne? He is gone to poſſeſs a 
<< Part of the Land of Canaan above; and can we 
« wiſh him back, to ſtruggle: again with the Dif- 
« ficulties of the Wi lderneſs ? Can we call ourſelves 
&« his Friends, and not rather non in bis Happi- 


« THIS Conſideration, inked in Conjundion” | 


« with that which is drawn from his being removed 


from us by the Hand of an all- wiſe and ſovereign 


„God, ſhould be allowed to have a due Influence + 
c upon us, to bring us cordially to.acquieſce in this 


c Diſpenſation of Providence. 80 _ I __ fay - 
« to you, and myſelf, as the great M | 


« did to one in the like Circumſtances; 7 Com bs = 


| & pleaſed, and his glorified Creature pleaſed, who 


« are We that Rey bots 4 difpleaſed ? 25 my dear 


| * Mother, I bave had ſuch lively Views of the 


„ Happineſs of the dean deceaſed, that if 1 have | 4 : 


felt any Sentiment of Grief at that particular In- 
& ſtant, it was becauſe I was not in the like Cir- 
“ cumſtances. 


80 Chews Delia "which has bein =. 4 
Means of quieting and compoſing my Mind _— I 


this Occakion, and which I would recommend 

to you, is this, That though our dear Relative 
« RE chun: nn. is ſtill cons 

Emp 1 2 


* 
. * 
7 | 
Sa 


tc finued tous, Let us remember 


A Goms Account of the Life and Character 


„ Houſe be not ſo with God, as we could wiſh it to 
be; yet he has made with us an everlaſiing Covenant, 

c ordered in all things, and ſure, Therefore let 
«6 us encourage ourſelves in the Lord our God; and 


« when Creature Comforts are like broken Reeds, 
ce and broken Ciſterns, let us fix our Dependance 

& more and more on the Rock of Agts, and have 
«© more affectionate Recourſe to the overflowing 
« Fountain of living Waters. Let us reflect a little 


* 


„on what it was, that rendered our departed Re 
„ [ative ſo amiable and deſireab!e to us; and* then 


c ſet us further conſider, Nas not God the Author” 


„„ all? And cannot he make up our Loſs abun- 


ce dantly? I am perſuaded, I need not tell one, 
cc who has enjoyed ſo much Communion with Gop, 
% as you, Madam, have done, that we may hope” 
«and expect infinitely more from him as our Cove- _ 
& nant God, than from the moſt wiſe, tender, and 
“ powerful Friend upon earth: Let this Stroke of 


* Providence then engage us to walk cloſer with 


« our Go p, to center in him as our Portion and- 
& Happineſs, and to derive all our Expectations 


. '& from him. 2 


„Mr dear Mother, if the communicating too 
4 you my Experience on this melancholy Occaſion 
“ may be of any Service to you, I will take the 
„ Freedom here to aſſure you, that if ever I could 
„ call Gop. my Father with any conſiderable Degree 
ce of filial Joy and Confidence, it has been ſince 1 
& have had no other, to whom I could apply that 
< endearing Title.— On this God and Father then 
c let us caſt all our Cares and Burdens; chearfully* 
« confiding in him, who has furniſhed us with” 
<< the moſt powerful Antidote againſt immoderate 


„ Grief and Anxiety in ſuch Circumſtances as ours, 


« by deelaring himſelf a Father of the Fatherleſs, _ 
«© and Fndge of the Widow," in his holy Habitation. 
* Pal, lxviii. 5. BY T0700 EAT HE REY 
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« Bur I. muſt: by no means omit ace NE 


6 Thought, ſo full of : Conſolation upon this Oc- 
« caſion; that in:a little time we ſhall be reftored 
« to this dear Husband and Father again, and meet, 
« and converſe with him, on Terms of much greater 
* Adva ntage. Though the Separation be grievous, 
«© yet it's but. ſbort. Our Days and Years are 
ce rolling away apace ; and every Year. and Da 

ce brings us nearer to our. Home; and ſo brings 


cc us nearer. to the Houſe of our Heavenly Father, 10 


e and to the Manſions of Glory, one of which is 
c inhabited by that happy Spirit, to which we ſo 
<« lately claimed a near Relation. 
"3M 882 ELV, my deaf Mother, when we conſider 
ce here He is, and where We are; we may abun- 
ec dantly ſatisfy. ourſelves with this Conſideration, 
« ſo much more forcible in ſuch a Caſe, than in 
ee that to which it was applied, Ve fall be to aa 
6 though he ſhall not return to us.” | 


"I BELIEVE the Reader will no e 
that a Perſon capable of writing in this Manner upon 
ſuch an Occaſion, was 3 qualified to c 1 2 e Ye 
_ the Pulpis; and. though his Tutor did not 
Letter, he had a very agreeable Proof of it much 

about this Time, (I think, the October, or Novem-' 
ber following ;) when Mr. Steffe bore a Part in 
the Courſe. of Humilies, (as they were called, to di- 
ſtinguiſh them fromSermons,) delivered in theLeQure- 
Room, upon the Being and Attributes of Gop, 
and the chief Points of Natural Religion. The 
Subject allotted to him was, The Imitation of - God's 
Moral Perfectians: And I cannot recolle&, that I 
ever heard a better Academical Diſcourſe from any 
of the young Students with whom, I have been ac-/ 
quainted, It was finiſhed with an Accuracy, both 
of Thought, and Language, which would have en- 
gaged me to have added it to this Collection of his Re- 

e if 1 had found it at his Papers, Wer) as 
did | 


7 


— 


i Accor ef te I N 
1 d not, Fa an mention it to ſhew che Rear 
upon whit They acted, who out of Regard. to 
the Neceſſity of ſeveral neighbouring Congregations 
then deſtitute, adviſed him to offer himfelf- to. the 
. Examination of à Committee of Min iflers deputed 
for _ 2 in order to hig preaching in Pub. 
lick. He paſt that. Examination highly to their 
3 as they declared by a proper Teflimo- 
N on And my Illneſs engaged him to prrach his 
 FiflS 8 at Northampton, the yo! of Jn | 


x 
5 — Subject of it was thols Words, 2 Gam, 
vii. 18. Abo am I, O Lord God? and uibat it my 
Fut, that thou haſt brought me bitherts © As E 
have inſerted it the E in this Collactian, which 
is now in the Reader's Hand, I need ſay nothing 
more to prove, that the general Ae it mer 
with was very well grounded; and all I ſhall ad 
concerning it is, that I find in a blank Page of the 
Notes the 1 ure rd emorandum, dated 4 April 16, 
| 17 . 2 1 _ that this Sermon was made 
ufo to ſeveral. Perſons at —_—_ 
ox —— ime of its being preach | 
« the firſt Time of my preaching at all; 34% 
+ 20 «ip BirdpOuy Tall ikke: Horour- he har dung: 
to thy poor wo hiefs Attempts of Service in this 
© Toſtance O ma ior to een Specimen of far 
t more abundant to attend my future La- | 
& bours in the Minit | 
Tr was before the of Jene this Your; 
that the Reverend Mr. Stodder of Taunton, and the 
Heads of the Congregation under his Care, want- 
ing an A/i/tant, thought proper to apply to Mr. 

Steffe's Tutor, who knowing the Importance- of that 

| Place, judged it convenient to ſend him thither as * 
Candidate. His Labours were univerſally accepta- 


| ble to that numerous Society; inſomuch that 7 © ] 
having ſpent Two or Three Sabbaths among them, 
he received an unanimous and * Invitation . 


* L TY + 


, the Reverend Mr. Thomas Steffe. XI 
ſettle there; which Invitation, by the Advice of 
all his Friends, he accepted, önly reſerving to him- 
ſelf the Liberty of continuing where he was till 
his Academical Studies were compleated, which theyß 


* 


were by ummer, 17 gc: x 


TRE La Day, in which he appeared in the - 
Congregation to which he had ſo long ftood related, 
was the 4th of Zune, 1938, when he preached that 
excellent Sermon with which this little Collection 
concludes: 4 Day, which I cannot forbear men- 
tioning on Two Accounts: The one is, that it was 

_ the laſt in which J ever m6 ap the Pleaſure of his 

| Labours and Converſation, though ke lived till h 
Day two Years : The other, that I find it was made, 
by the Divine Goodneſs, remarkably comfortable 
and refreſhing: to him. This Morning,” ſays 

be, in a Letter from which I muſt borrow a few KM 

| Lines, I took my Leave of the Pulpit here; and 
6 have this Afternoon been at the Table F the | 
* Lord, reviewing with a grateful Surprize the-va- 
« rious Inſtances of the Divine Goodneſs to me; 
« eſpecially in fixing me in this Place, and making 
© my Abode here ſo comfortable and advantageous: 
4 I have now been renewing my Covenant - En- 
ec gagements to my Father and my Gop; and in 
te this Reſpect, I would not alter the Thing that is 

gone out off my Lips, or which has been expreſſed 
jn the ſecret Langue of my Heart. I would 
<< not be excuſed from loving t it Author of 
„ all my Mereies ; I would not be diſcharged from 
„“ his Service, if F might. I would not wiſh for 
any Thing to leſſen my Obligations to my dear 
„ Redeemer, but for every Thing to increaſe my 
<« Senſe of them.” And then he goes on to ex- 
preſs his tender Sympathy to his Mother then under 
Confinement by Illneſs, and his longing Defire, if 
it were the Will of Gop, to ſhare the Entertain= 

ment of GOD's Houſe and Tabſe with her, and to 
dwell with her again, though in the loweſt Cir- 


I TV'Y * 
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cumſtances: In which, I believe, he alluded to 2. 
Scheme which he had, of bringing her- to Taunton; 


which, had Gop ſpared. his Life, might have per- 


haps ſucceeded. 


> 


War Pleaſure ſhe bad in an Interview with - 
him, and in attending his Miniſtry in that Viſit 


which he quickly after made her at Mrentham, 


may be more eaſily imagined, than deſcribed. From 
thence he went to Taunton, and was very joyfully 


received by his worthy Friend, the Reverend Mr. 


| Stadden, and the whole Congregation under his 


Care, How he ated in this more publick Scene 


ef Life, I have not an Opportunity particularly to 


ſay z but am in the general fully ſatisfied, that he 


behaved in ſuch a Manner, as there was Reaſon, 


from what we have already ſeen of him, to hope 


and expect, and as entitled him to the Affection and 


imagined, conſidering his Vears. 


Eſteem of his valuable Paſtor, of the Society to 
whom he preached, and alſo of many neighbouring 
Congregations, among whom he ſoon came to have 
an In abi far beyond what could have been 
8845 8 
© I THINK, I have before me all the Sermons he 
compoſed during the Two Years he continued in this 


Situation, which was all the Remainder of his valu- 


able Life; and they are ſo fairly written, and (ſo 
far as I can judge) ſo carefully finiſhed, that I can- 
not but ſuppoſe, they had all, except the Ia, which 
was made when his Illneſs began, been written out 
twice, They are every one of them, ſo far as [ 
can recollect, upon practical and important Sub- 
jects; and if I may judge from what I have ſeen, 
they are ſuch, both for Method, Thought, and 
Language, that I ſhould have found no Difficulty 
in furniſhing out ſeveral Volumes of Diſcourſes, equal 
to moſt of theſe which are here publiſhed. I cannot 


find any one of them, in the Review of which a 


wiſe and good Man might not have had Reaſon to 


f rejoice on the Borders of Eternity: For all are cal- 


cCulated 


et Dat 1 r 1 3 


to him; to convince Men of their Sin and Miſery 


by their Apoſtacy; to point out the only Method - 
of their Recovery, by Faith in the Righteouſneſs 
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culated to promote a Reverence for God, and Love 


and Grace of the bleſſed Redeemer, and a fincere 


Devotedneſs of Soul to Gop through him; to a- 
waken careleſs Sinners, to reanimate flumbering 


Chriſtians, to encourage the weak and timorous}z _ 
and in a Word, ſo far as was poſſible, in every Diſ- 


courſe, to give to every one his Portion of Meat in 


due Seaſon: Nothing of that ſolemn Pomp of pro- 
found Reaſoning, with which the dulleſt and empti- 
eſt Diſcourſes often abound ; none of thoſe affected 


and puerile Ornaments, which make Preaching the 
Play of the Imagination, and turn the Church into 
a Theatre: nothing arrogant, nothing petulant, no- 


thing cenſorious; nothing intended to kindle the 


unhallowed Flames of Party-Zeal, and lead Men 


either to judge, or deſpiſe their Brethren : But all 


ſerious, ſpiritual, and candid; and, on the whole, 
ſuch as became a Preacher, who conſidered that his 


Sermons were written in the Book of God's Remem- 
brance, and that he muſt ſhortly render an Account 


to Him, in whoſe Name and Preſence he had the 
Honour to ſpeak, TW OE i 02 


As he was well convinced that Religious Vi hes 15 


made a conſiderable Part of the Care of Souls, he 


did not imagine, that his being only an Afilant- 


Preacher could excuſe him frorn it. He was willing 
to aſſiſt his honoured Paflor in this, as well as Pub- 
lick Work: And as the Congregation was ſo nu- 


merous, that he perceived he ſhould be a long time 
going through it, he had his appointed Times for viſit- 
ing ſome of the poorer Families, in which the7 
uſed to call in their Neighbours to ſhare the happy 


Opportunity; and as - pious Iuſtruction was the 
great End of theſe Vifts, they ſeldom or never 


concluded yithot Prayer: A Labour of Love, in 


-- *Which --- 


* 


xlvi . of the Life ond: Ch eter 
which he was greatly animated by the Writi 


Example of the great and excellent Mr. 75 


Allen his Predecẽſſor; to whoſe Alarm to the Uncon- 
verted, our Author by the way acknowledges, he 


was under Gop indebted for the Firſt ſaving Im- 


preſfions that were made on his Mind. 
In the mean Time, his Care of thoſe with 3 


| 5 was, did not lead him to forget bis 2% nt Friends, 


eſpecially the dear Family at s and that of 
bis Tutor. To the latter he wrote ſeveral Leiters, 
expreſſing the moſt lively and affectionate Acknow- 


ledgment of the Care which had been taken of him, 


though to be ſure no more than the Duty of ſuch an 
important Truſt had required. 'To his Friends at 
Flame a always ——_— the kindeſt Regard, in a 
Variet * a which I muſt not bere enume- 

rate : — muſt I even inſert that important Ler- 
ter which * wrote to one of his Brethren, who was 

removed Death the Winter after he came to 
Taunton. 1 muſt content ref with ſaying, that 


he ſhewed not only a pious Care, but an admirable | 


Skill and Dexterity in the Manner of that Addreſs; 
omitting nothing that might tend, on the one 
Hand, to awaken: his Mind, and to Gone him from 


all preſumptuous and miſtaken Hopes; and on the 


other, to encourage him to lay hold on the Grace 
of the Goſpel, in a manner that might be effectual 
| = his eternal e Tis merely from the Fear 
of extending theſe Memoirs too far beyond their 
Bounds, which I fear they have already — 
that I refrain from inſerting this Letter at large. But 


I muſt with great Pleaſure add, that his pious Care 
was ſo fucceſsful, that his Brorber died in ſuch a 
truly Cbriſtian Manner, as to leave in the Mind 


of fi ſurviving Relatives a moſt chearful Hope, 


that G04 had fhewn him the Path of Life. 
Hx carried on a very affectionate "Correſpondence: 


59 wich GY of his — which he 


. 
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expreſſed the ſincereſt Deſire to maintain upon their 
Minds a lively Senſe of Religion, and an active Zeal 
in the Service of Gop. And in ſuch Offices of 
Piety and Friendſhip of various Kinds, he conti= 
nued till the Cloſe of his Life, 

I' REMEMBER, about the Beginning of May; 
1740, he wrote me the Ja Letter I ever received 
from him, indeed not quite a Month before he died; 
in which he expreſſed himſelf to the following Pur- _ 

poſe. The "Small-Pox prevail much in Taunton, 
« and carry off conſiderable Numbers. My Friends 
<« expreſs a very tender obliging Solicitude on my 
9 — and I endeavour to take all prudent 
* Precautions to avoid Danger. But I bleſs Gop 
« ] find my Spirits intirely calm, and compoſed, 
« as to the ne I chearfully commit myſelf to 
« the all-wiſe and gracious Di poſal of my Heavenly 
Father; and hope I have no Uncertainty before 
«© me, but whether I ſhall be ſerving Cb in this 
« World, or in a better.” 

THus prepared that Illneſs found him, ad 
ended in his Death. On the firſt Symptoms of it, 
he compoſed a very ſerious Diſcourſe (on thoſe 
Words in Jaiab, xliv. 20. He feedeth on Aſbes; a 
deceived Heart hath turned him afide, that be cannot 
deliver his Soul, nor ſay, 1s there not a Lie in my ©. 
Right- band?) concerning the Deceits which Sinners 
practice on themſelves, and thoſe Lies which theß 
carry in their Rigbt- hands, to ſupport a fooliſh and 
dangerous Hope. This was the {aft Sermon he ever 
preached ; and had he finiſned the Whole of his 
Plan, the Reader would not have failed of the Plea- 
ſure of peruſing it. In the mean Time I heartily 
pray, an Impreſſion of its important Deſign may 
remain on the Hearts of all that heard it, and of 
all for whoſe Benefit it was deſigned. 

Wut he: fell ill, it evidently appeared, how 
mach he was "Oey by: — of all Denominu-· 
88 499 | tons, 
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tions, in that continued Solicitude which all that 


knew him expreſſed for his Recovery; as well as af- 
terwards, in the univerſal Lamentatien occaſioned: 
ſoon appeared dangerous, maintained the ſame Com- 


poſure of Mind, that he had expreſſed in the more 


diſtant Proſpect, through all the Stages of his Dif- 
temper; in which the Exerciſe of hig Reaſon was 
continued, though he did not die till the 224 Day 


after he was ſeized, He gave very particular Di- 


rections for the Diſpoſal of his Affairs a Fortnight 


before his Death; and was frequently, throughout 
the whole time of his Illneſs, employed in earneſt 


Prayer as he lay in his Bed, even beyond the 
Strength of his Nature: And as he was accuſtomed 
to uſe his Voice, he was heard (by one of the Fa- 
mily from whom I had this Account) to expreſs 
- himſelf thus: Oh Lord, preſerve me in the Uſe of 


% my rational Powers and Faculties, that I may 


* not only perform thoſe things which are neceſſa- 
« ry to the Health of my Body, but may alſo be 
ce capable of converſing with thee, and of ſtretch- 
ee ing my Thoughts towards the Heavenly World ;? 
and then, after a folemn Pauſe, added, „where 
«perhaps I may quickly be! I had rather, if it 
« might be for thy Glory, continue longer in this 
« World for the Good of thy Church; but if thou 
c haſt determined, this Sickneſs ſhall end in-Death, 
6 thy Will be done]! or Words to that Effet, + 
- SOME Phyfician, it ſeems, had unhappily told 
him, while he was very young, that if ever he had 


the Small- Por, he would die. On the other Hand, 


his Friends did all they could to keep up his Spirits, 


by expreſſing their Hope of his Recovery: He ac- 


knowledged their Affection in it, and interpreted 
it as an Inſtance of their Reſpect; but intimated 
his own Apprehenſions as to the Iſſue, that it Would 
be as it proved. He, on his Part, exprefſed | his 


rr g. 


— 


in 
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Prayers to Gon, on their ecount, as well as en 
his own; intermingling his Prayers with his Praiſes. 
And when he was deſired not to ſpend himſef ſo 
much, he anſwered; As long as I have Tongue, 
6 I will ufe it for my Redeemer's Praiſe and Ser- 
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Tuzsz are the moſt remarkable Circumſtances 


of his Wn, which have been tranſmitted ee e, 


from à pious Friend, in whoſe Houſe he lived. 
He calmly reſigned up his Soul to Gop, on Wed- 


neſday, Fune 4. 17 40, having lately entered on the 


25th Year of his Age. Not only the Mourning 
Habits, but the Tears of vaſt Numbers in that nu- 
merous Congregation, in which his Lot was caſt, 
teſtified their Sorrow for his Death; and We in theſe 
Parts, as well as his Friends in Saft, had a 
Share, a large Share in it. I am ſure, no 'wife 
and pious Reader will need to be told at large, that 
not only Taunton, but the wide NVeæighluur bon around, 
had a Loſs in the Removal of a Perſon of ſuch a 
Character and Abilities, and that it was a Stroke 

I cannot conelude without acknowledging - 
the Divine Goednefs'to my Friends amongſt whom 
he laboured, not only in ſtill ſparing their valuabk 
Paſtor, but likewiſe in ſending them from the ſame 
Place another worthy and excellent tam, tlie 
= Reverend Mr. Benjamin Futorett, if I am capable 


of judging, not on the whole inferior to Mr. Sr. 


I ſhould have eſteemed his near Neighbourhood an 
important Bleſſing to theſe Parts, and to me: But 
2 Senſe of the Importance of the Intereſt at Taun- 
ton, and a Compaſſion * afflicted Friends under 
that grievous Loſs they had 
to concur with all their Meafures for fixing hit 
mong them. May Gop multiply the Years. of 
is * ſefulneſs there, and make him an Inſtrument 


fuſtained, inclined me 
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eſpecially depended on it, that thoſe at Taunton, 
loved him ſo well, as I am ſure many Hundreds 


Will give them a 1 "Ig Employment, has fur- 


material to enter into them. I had not Time to. 
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Heeg bid thus mach of the Author, it may 


be aſſured I had a good Opinion of them, when 2 pro- 
"=o! the Publication; AProject,not contrived mere- 
with a View of ſerving his ſorrowful Mother, tho 
T 8 be made by them, it will be ſhared, 
as. it ought, between her and the Printer, who runs 
the Hazard of the Edition; but deſigned to prolong 
the Uſefulneſs of this dear and lamented Vouth be- 
vond the narrow Limits of his Life. I did indeed 
think, that, conſidering his Age, and conſidering 
alſo that they were compoſed in no View of Publi- 
cation, they would do ſome Honour to his Memory, 
and would meet with Encouragement in various 
laces where he was not perſonally known. But 1 


in the neighbouring Na who knew and 


there did, would read them with peculiar Pleaſure 
and Improvement : And the happy Diſpoſition pre- 
vailing in the young Perſons of that Congregation to 
which he belonged, to aſſociate themſelves together 
for Religious Purpoſes, i in Hours when theſe Sermons 


ther encouraged this 
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read all; and therefore took generally thoſe, of 
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little. I have here and there added 2 Chuuſe.and've * 
ſeldom, a Sentence or two by way of Illuſtration. _ 1 
have alſo corrected the Style a little in ſome Places: 
Sometimes I have contracted a Period, which ſeemed 
rather too diffuſe; and in one Place abridged Two- 
Sermon into One. But I have made no eſſential 
or very material Alterations at all, either by way 
of Omiſſion or Addition: And the greateſt Liberty 
have taken with any, is uſed with reſpect to the 
laſt. That Sermon-I myſelf heard, and it impreſſed 

me exceedingly.. I afterwards found, that it was 
the firſt Plan of ſome Diſcourſes; branched out into 

a conſiderable Number at Taunton, I could not 
publiſh them all; and I was ſo well pleaſed with 
what I had heard, that I could not perſuade myſelf 
to omit it. I was therefore obliged to have Re- 
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was preaching ; which were generally ſhort Hints 


of Sentences, only * ſetting down a few particular 
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count of throwing Tus of thoſe tranſcribed from 


his Notes into One, we wanted another Sermon to 


make up the Number propoſed ; I verily thought, 


I could not do better than to preſent it to the World 
as it is; at leaſt without employing too much Time _ 


in reviewing and comparing thoſe few ſngle Sermons, 


which might have been conſidered as proper upon - 
this Occation : And the great Pleaſure with which  —  Þ 
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purſue their Enquiry with Eagerneſs and Inten- 


tion. To which 1 may add, , that as it is reaſonable to 


ſuppoſe that: ew * Orders A 1 * e 


EM 


to flap, or bend -doninwvard, i ales thats | 
ee of a Thing; and in Mis Senſe it is uſed - 
wc ge Hype 1p ty 


Senſe at-the 11th Verle.of dur Chapter: This — 44 1 
very probable that my Text is an Alluſion to the two 
Cherubims, which were repreſented as bending their 
Faces downward towards the: Mercy Seat *, in moſt 
contemplative; Poſture. | This then, is the Image by . +] 
which the Apoſtle choſe to repreſent, to us the Regard te 
which the bleſſed Angels pay to the Re ee . 
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— face, this Po- 


ſeffforr of the Temple, and filling it with a-viſible ( 
GO very Dad davell: with Men upon Earth 
Ts it thus that he "nanifiſts himſelf to ſuc» à worthleſs. 
Race of Creatures! But how muſt their Wonder increaſe 
when they come to contemplate the Incarnation of the 
Son of Gov, and that amazing Train of Prodigies 
Which attended the Accompliſhment of his mediatorial 
r We Chriſtians canndt ſtudy this glorious 
any Degree of Attention, — Lr. 
ück 9 Amazement ; our feeble contracted Mi 
on comprehtnd- enough to ſwallow up out Souls in the 
| Aſtoniſnment. How much greater mult be{the 
| Was of theſe bleſſed Spirits, who have a-vaſtly tnore 
WP Knowledge-than we can in preſent Circumſtances / 
_ — — pollidly acquire of the Original, Dignity, bag 
'of the great ee and Whoſe Minds 
farthef tan we can into the Depth of his Hum „ 
- and ata of bis buena? Wich , 
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5 | 
1 br Te 4. 

inal, t * 
27 TN of: ke a Man, yea, 1 the 55 


*, How did their Wonder ſe. 
WER aA St law that glorious erſon, to 1 5 
lately worſnippeck with che loweſt Adoration, reduced to 
or — eee. of a vi rs helpleſs Infant, 


Wen they fad of, 75 Tame, f 
Death, Pd) ſurrounded AT | all the gloomy Horrors of 
the Tomb? No doubt that Angel expreſſed the Senti-_ 
ment of all the. glorious Species, who faid to the Wo- 
men that went bay ſeek the Body of Jeſuß, . Come {ee - 
«© the Pcs avbere | = Lord. lay: There lay the. B led 


2 Ba Yom ye OE NS admire the. Hon. 


io theſe bleſſed Spirits a 

1 Fog W by did: he, lie there? why did he CabjeR "ug e 
« ſelf to = Abaſtinent and Sufferings ?” 19 51 what an 
inconceivable Hei; ght muſt their Aſtoniffiment ariſe, when 
they refle&, that Lan this was done and ſuffered, to re- 
cover the Aeg hee, of Mapkind, fram that Ruin 
1 99 1 ion to Which (they had G = eng 
1 wh! Rebellion * their Maker e 74 a 
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7 hy. ; ay 54 74 . Rag 5. wh a ny | | muck, F. wn 
4 gur rebel. rethren, who wy not Deir F te 2 ; 
Why are, Men reſtored to che Divine. 8 ; 
4 eternal Happineſs, while apoſtate are baniſhed: 
« the Regions of Glory, and re ſerved in _everlaſ ing 

«C bains under Darkneſs unto, the en 8025 RE Foe 
. Ds te Vo Well may they, wit) A9. 58 9 
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. that theſe their Enquiries, are 
. 4 6 culiar Pleaſure and he.” 

gi; 2153. 


Tux moſt juſt and A noatabis The a ws ah * 
of theſe bleſled Spirits, is, that they are ape iy Com- 
WT of Zeal for the Honour of Gap, apd Love an 


+4 * 


nevolence wand Alf ü d hi therefc 
F 8 that 3 M 7 | 
_ ecuring and advancing onour 
| wo vas Government, and which are alſo pectuch 

to ſubſerve the Happineſs of any 1 his ATR, muſt - 

be ſurveyed by them with nd their 
Pleaſure muſt ariſe in Proportion to * e Fila 0 f the. = 
Scheme to anſwer. theſe Ends, and the Degree in which 7 
they are actuall ty attained. With what ſacred Joy then 
may we ſuppoſe them contemplate the glorious Scheme 
of our Salvation by Chriſt, which is ſo admirably cal- 
culated to ſecure theſe important Ends, and which, baye... 
been actually ſubſerved in NN Inſtances? Theſe 
- MorningſStars are repreſented as Aſnging together, and _ 
_ the Sons of GOD as, fbouting for Foy at that firſt 
play of the Divine Goodneſs, in forming this Wo a 
with ſuch a Profuſion of Beauty and os ogra for 
the Abode of the human Race; and, no dou they hear- 3 
tily congratulated our firſt Parents upon their happy Si- 
85 in, Paradiſe, And if the angelick dre is . 
pable of Grief, ſurely they felt ſomething of it when . 
they ſaw the whole human Race involved in Guilt I 
Ruin by. their Apeſtacy, * it was "ws oy . 


eee 7. 


5 er. . 


they mn es r fami 
of Eden, and guard the Pal | 
With what. 2 of Joy: — hay 4 ene 
the Court of Heaven to ring, when the happy Scheme 
of Redemption was firſt p dlithed- there? How did they 
admire, how did they NL, how did they rejoice in 
the benevolent Deſign? With what . Chearfalneſs and 
Alacrity did they deſcend to bring the welcome News to 
Earth? To what melodious Notes are they repreſented 
as tuning their golden Harps to introduce the g D. 
ings, 2 And 3 rapturous Strains did 
the heavenly Hoſts reſound forth their Heſanna: on the 
happy Occaſion, Glory to GOD in the Hake and on 
Earth Peace, Good-wwill towards Men? How did their. 
Joy increaſe with every Advance towards the Accom- 
pliſnment of the important Undertaking ?/With what 
Chearfulneſs did they miniſter to our Lord while he was 
here negatiating the grand Affair ? And when the Scene 
of his Humiliation and Sufferings cloſed, when all thas 
Part of the mediatorial Scheme which was to be tranſ- 
acted on Earth was finiſhed, with what Tranſport f 
Joy, and Songs of Triumph, did they attend him in his. 
glorious Paſſage, when he aſcended to his Father. and 
our Father, to his GOD and our GOD? And our” \\.. 
aſſures us their Joy is ſtill renewed: 


Lord 5 
when ever any of che human Race are made actual Far- 
takers of the purchaſed Bleſſings. - + There.io fill J ie 


| Heawen over every Sinner that repenteth. They view: 
with Pleaſure, the firſt Triumphs o 
the rebellious, Heart, they delight to ſee the Divine 
Image drawn upon the human Mind, and to trace the 
| Chriſtians gradual Advancement in Faith and Holineſa. 

Theſe: Morning Stars ſtill ſing together When they be- 
hold the rational Creation wearing that beautiful Aſpect 


Divine Grace over 


which flows from a cordial Reception and due Improve- 


ment of the Goſpel. And when the pious Soul has 


— finzſhed his Chriſtian Courſe, and comes to cloſe its Eyes. 


in Death, theſe: benevolent Spirits, who had been its 


conſtant Attendants and Guardians through the various 
eee I 
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e Wicdem danch formed the amazing Scheme, 
that — out the happy Method at once tb fecure the 
Henou of te Divine Governtivent, and -preferve the 
Haren of che Divine Ferfections, and yet to reflore = 
guilty Rebvls to 1 1 the effended Deity 


cinnot fully mpretiend the Dignity etc Wings © 
the Ferſon, nor vor conceive trow the divine and 
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Set. I. The Heoavmb Sides, 3 


| humane Nature ſhould be ſo intimately united in it; they 
cannot fathom the 4 bis Hana nor form 
an adequate Idea of Te of this Sufferin <a 
the Heights of Glory to which he is ee he d ED 
Hand ef the, Majeſty on hi In this Senſe, zone 
fully knows the Son but the Fa - bimſelf. 3 by 
no Means, meaſure the Underſtanding of Angels by tha 
of Men; yet it ſeems neceſſary that, with R N 
each of theſe Things, and perhaps more cas anghe b 
enumerated, they ſhould confeſs. their | 
that when they have ftudied theſe Things, with all _ 
Diligence and Aocuracy which their Natures are capable 
thy Sy muſt acknowledge their Underſtandings ptizzled, 
ofound Reverence, adore the "Heaplicable 
1 3 a Word, I think we may reaſonably con- 
clude, that upon x Survey of che whole Scheme of Re- 5 
| „ theſe bleſſed a Fong | Aha ona | 
r on a View | 
of one Part 1 
the Wiſdom Ry Te ea 880 gy gas Be 


A Bo SE and Bu Wigs ea, finding out. 
1. e Sajc by ome eie 


4. WI may infor 10 ae Prone wa ality & of 
* the Goſpel Piſpenſation 


Ws may generally eftimate the Dignity of any Sub- . 
Je, by an Character of thoſe Perſons who expreſs * 
great Veneration for it, and ſtudy it with 88 

Attention; and, for the moſt part, conclude this to be 
the moſt noble and ſublime, to which Men, who in other 
Reſpects have a great tation for . Wiſdom and 
Piety, pay -a more than ordinary. Regard. It is true, 


+ this Rule will not always hold. with Reſpect to Men 


ichen both : ; 2 


for we ſometimes find the greateſt Genius's ſollicitous to 


excel in Trifles, if not engaged in Studies that have a 
pernicious Tendency. However, I think we may ſafely 
conclude, without incurring the Charge - of an implicit 
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8 Wonder, = Delight, and — 4 5 
comprehended er inlarged - 
cities, do, indeed, ' deſerve the Charadter of Breellent 
and Sublime. And, conſidering the Cleartieſs of their - 


Apprehenſion, their vaſt Strength of Thought, the ex- 


| aviſe as an Angel f GOD, is a proverbial Ex reflion | ; 
for the moſt conſummate Wiſdom:) 'T fay, co ; 


| aft Regnlarity of their Wills and AﬀeQions, and, on the = 


whole, their extraordinary Wiſdom (for you know, to be 


all theſe Things, it is certain cath bigh Ven — 
which they ſeem to pay the Go * 

moſt glorious Teſtimony to the ry ar een of it which 
it can poſſibly receive from any Creature. Surely, Chri- 
ins, that muſt be a moſt ſublime Subject w hich can 
deſerve the Attention of thoſe blefſed Spirits who be-. 


hold the Face of Gop himſelf, and whoſe capacious 
-  Underſtandings are, no doubt, every Moment entertain- _ 


ed with freſh Diſcoveries in the Worlds of Nature and 


Providence, while they are taking their delightful Tours 


. 


through the various Scenes of which the Univerſe is com- 
poſed, and obſerving in each, unnumbered Traces of 
the Divine PerfeRtions. And, if this be the Caſe with 


them, who can wonder chat the Apoſtle: Paul, though 


one of che greateſt and moſt excellent of Mankind, and 


though favoured with ſo many Advantages for improv- 


ing his noble and extenſive Genius, after all the Range of 
Fewih and Pagan Literature through which Gamaliel, or 

other Teacher might have led him, lays down all his 
Wit iſdom at the Foot of the Croſs, and ſa ys, Tea, doubt- 


 tefs, and I account all Things but Loſs far the Excellency of = 


the Knowledge of Ghrift Feſus, my Lord, for whom I have 


1 may win Chrifi. How do theſe Things then con- 
is to condemn the obſtinate Blindneſs and Perverſeneſs of 


the Fews, to whom the Croſs of Chrift was a Stumbling- 


black; and to ſhame and confound the boaſted Wiſdom, 


or rather Folly of the Greeks, aubo accounted it PFoolifh- | | 
neſt. And methinks, theſe profound Reaſoners in our 
Days who repreſent Chriſtianity as a mean and fooliſh 


- Contrivance, ' unworthy the Study and Veneration of the 
alata ſeem either to "oy 1 low . 
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ered the 97 of all Things, 2 do count them but Dung. 


{clyes. Leave to enquire into it. 
not from. le exalted. ke aan 7 2 
us 19 7 the. Dis dy oy and Perfection of the human Nature, 
hg wh. * tho d allow them to be Maſters of all that 
leameſs of Nee, Solidity of Judgment, and Re- 
ory 0 14 and Affections, for which they ſo ſtre- 
d, vet thei W e to grant 
as capable of judging in the 
emis are; and while we. have the 
el 9 gh gacions celeſtial Spirits, we ſhall 
egard them, though they may, perhaps, 
BE, 12 are the en and. that hon» Was 
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N a de ply, 21 Minds to the Stu dy 
Nee later of f mere 8 5 


thou 
1 into It, Would be attended |. with no 
rea Aae e than p firely to. 11 15 our Minds with: 
£ Ry Pleaſt UP of k Ko he Ge But vou well. Know, 

Chriſtiags, this is not the Caſe; the great Things of 

s Calpe & are not Matters of mere Speculation, it is not 

an indifferent Thing Whether N form an Acquaintance 
| 25 them or not, for our Liyes, even the Lives of our 
80 30 » ATE; 5 d in 15 Ind it would be our in- 


diſpenfable Duty, ntereſt. to e to 
" Enoly ep, even. have? 5 en known, 
or 'aken Notice ' F by any or * of Spirits. 
However, the great Reg pay to 


theſe Goſp pel-Myſteries, ought. 1 de tender as a ſtrong. 
| Inforcement of; our Duty upon us. What, m my Friends, - 
5 2 Angels ſtudy” the gr eat Scheme of out Redemption, 
an- W it wor our. While to ſpend a 
they Filled wich fuch Admirati- 


e e ae e ee | 


7 19 think 
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Fines; de en we teal dt ger of 138535 owe foot of 
Er feel the Sentiments of Joy tatitude = 
Nn Fo wy 7 N. all ot Sculs 1 
not the det ok the An 1 inp 5 Re- 
e . they ate d 
n our N Eace, which th 25 7 
into, To us, the finful e 
* this Salvation ſent; for the Son of Gp 3 
dn him the Nature of Angels, but the Seed of 
ham ; and, as theſe glad dings Rr : 
apoſtate Angels, ſo 3 bleſſed Inhabitants of. Heaven 8 
Tee ber the Meng to convey chem to üs. And 
_— be Jefs : by em 4 
mediate Concern in them? It muſt, no re- 
new their Wonder And Ahonttimen, e N 
0 ſablime an exellent, fo netelfaty and important, 
lefted and deſpiſed by you, Let me then, 1 
Name and Preſence af , and of this holy Angels, ex- 
h it to ſet Joe, to A Ferivus 
3 1 * cure eh fi 51 to- this wg 


Moe buly Tren, whoſe 5 0 Wund 2 
4 giddy Round of Vanity and Impeftinetice, and who 
quiris are terminated by the little Adornmer 
** at beſt, by the ſemt 
et me intreat you to turn -awa | 
Holding Vanity, Ind JS BEN to. he © Seay 'of 
"this glorious Sudject. f wo my 89 you 
are not fo loſt to all dl Smimon 86 Ard to 
che Dignity of your Nature, as to ke ng that y 2 Minds 
ny more Wee) and profitably em loyal, while 
from one Vanity to another, than when enj „ 
10 ſac png as 8 750 CEE me II the 


wp the D 


ks, ſ e tk 
. Scheme, and 


die mind 0 d infode ws 6-9 8 — tow yr . 
„ obſerving the 
Mera gee morn, © gg oe a reſt- 

pleaſurable Labour, into Secrets. 
„ . 4 Acng 


1 with an additional. Laufe, —— 
of Creation and Providence do, it were, fade and 
2 before them. It was a Heathen * Philoſo-- 
keene Stranger to the Goſpel, wWho ſaid, hm 
| . chiefly that jt nga 
ate the ſtarry Heaven. He was alt un- 
— with that bright Conſtellation of . Divine — <4 
ſections which compoſe the Goſpel-Scheme, or, ſurely, 
he would never have been ſo powerfully: attracted by the 


viſible Beauty of the — In a Word, let every 
_ rationdl Creature of every Age and Ses, make it their 


Concern to ſtudy and dontem plate theſe Things. And, 
indeed, this is a Subje@ ſuited to every Capacit & Here | 
are Depths which the moſt reſined and extenhive Genius 


cannot fathom z and yet Perſons of the meaneſt Ability: 
may ſtudy them with Pleaſure and Advantage. Let us 
then take all proper Methods to be acquainted with it. 
Vet the Word of Gop, and, eſpecially the New Teſta- 
ment, be made de Mn of our bee. andi let us dili- ä 
8 thoſe Ordinances which have. a Tendeney 
to improve our Minds in this Divine Knowles . And 5 
tt us not ſatisfy ourſelves with -4 tranſcient "WR 
 thele Things, but engage all the Powers and Faculties of 
dur Minds in the important Search ; eſpecially,. let us 
_ enleavour to acquire an orderly and methodical Know- 
gedge of theſe Things, attentively co x each. Fart 
of the glorious Scheme, and obſerving the dee e vo 
gangs reſukting from the eee oition. 


912 at r 
£ wk Hon * z 


a 


.S Sehen, 


1 with | thaſs Na — 
bag better that we had remained entirely ignorant 
them, as our final Condemnation and Ruin will be 
9 Proportion to the Knowledge we had of the 
and Means of eſcaping it. Let us confider ſeri- 
EN 3. what that Knowledge of theſe Things is, which 
Will juſtify, ſanctify, and ſave us; and then let it be the 
conſtant Aim of all our Enquiries to gain this. Remem- 
ber, that if theſe Things be now unknown to you, you | 
8 wili, another Day, be made the Scorn and Periſion of 
Angels, as well as Devils, who, with Shouts of Tri- 
umph and Vengeance, will drive you down to Hell, 
where you will have a long Eternity to ſtudy theſe 
Things in; where the Subject, then grown dreadful in 
Proportion to its Excellence, will preſs in upon your 
Minds, whether you will or not, and your increaſing 
Knowledge in it, ſhall but add Fuel to your Torment, 
and Foed to the Worm that never dies. The Lord 
open your Eyes to ee the Things that belung to your oy 
2 85 er they be for ever bid from en en 


3. Abr cheſe Things worthy the Study and: 8 | 

_ .« > templation of Angels; With what Pleaſure then 
-* + 4 ſhould we hear them ee: = a ren 5 
3 e ers of n hind 5 


N Fon, if theſe Thing are fo Smet wack ” 
themſelves, and ſo abſolutely neceſſary to be known in 
ſome ree, then, certainly, it's the Duty of every 
Chriſtian Miniſter, to make them the Subject of his 
Preaching, and Diſcourſes upon them ſhould be attended 
to with the greateſt Seriouſneſs and Delight. And, in- 
| Ueed; as he ſcarce deſerves the Title of a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel; "who either entirely neglects theſe glorious: To- 
picks, or but ſparingly infiſts upon them; ſo, methinks, 
thoſe private Chriſtians, who cannot reliſh rational. Diſ- 
courſes upon them, ſeem to betray a low and viciated 
"Taſte, and, I fear, are too great Strangers to that vital, 
powerful Religion, whieh theſe Subjects, when prudentix 
 _mayaged, are fo admirably calculated to advance wy 3 
"eptrvate. n 1 am *r Lr that, if 
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Ser. II. - awd 3; 
an Angel were to become incarnate, and appear under 
the Character of a Preacher, he would make theſe 
Things, which are nom the Subject of his diligent and 
pleaſurable Enquiries, the Subject ot his P. alſo z 
„ any other Goſx „ that 
he would make it his chief B ineſs to explain, enforce, - 
and apply the glorious Peculiarities of that which we al- 


ready enjoy. And will you not 2 us Leave to do f 


what the Angels themſelves would do, were they in our 
Circumſtances ? Can you take it ill, that we ;endeavour 
to affiſt your Enguiries into theſe Thin E Are the Glo- 
ries of our Redeemer's Perſon, and Offices, and the va- 
rious Wonders of his Love, ſuch unwelcome Subjects? 
Do your Souls thus loath the heavenly Manna? And 
do you eſteem this Angels Food as light and inſipid ? 
St. Paul; whom a clebrated Writer calls an. incarnate 
Seraph, thought much more juſtly ; and it will ſurely 
be our Wiſdom, to take our Model from him when he 


N at Corinth, a City ſo fam'd for Learning 
and 1 we find, that Chriſt, 200 his Croſs, 

«© vas all his Theme,” according to that remarkable De- 
claration, For I determined not to know any Thing among 
vou, fave. Feſus Chrift, and him crucified, i. e. not any 
Thing in Compariſon with theſe; for the Words .muſt, 
- undoubtedly, be * with ſome Limitation, ſince it's 
pin in Fat, that the Apoſtle did inſiſt upon other Sub- 
both in his Preaching and Writings. But theſe were 

the Things that he moſt copiouſly infi ed upon ; and, in 
Spite of all the furious Rage and helliſh Cruelty of Tour 
and Heathens, he opened his Mouth e, e . 
er the Myſteries of the es; by | 


- Angels ſtudy the great e of FR Re- 

| 8 ion with ſo much Blige and Pleaſure? 

How ſhould this engage us to cheriſh in our 
_- « Breaſts graeetul tat We: N 

0 fn Eq e L | 

Son, Chriſtians, ve cannot 3 | 
Infances of . N and diſintereſted N for | 
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kd Sratitude kindling in Gür Sous. And, perha 
| ure ſometites tally 45 lenient it that we Have bo | 
Porta of teſtifying oor benevolent Regards to "them 
y «ny outward Act. Did theſe noble Creatures 'con- 
verſe with Men in a viſible Shape, as they did formerly 
Wich che untient Patriarchs, -how glad ſhould we be to fe- 
ceive a Viſit from them ? How Id we, with Brau- 
Tam, run out to meet our approaching Guuſta, and af. 
ſure chem of 2 heirty Welcome, 'as he 7 How hap- 
Trowld we think ourſelves in an Ftthity of 
Ang che moſt generous Hoſpitanity to them, treat- 
them with the utmoſt Nefpect #s well as Humanity, 
and by chearfully ſetting before them che very beſt En. 
| inment our Circumſtances would afford? But as that 
ö iliar Correſpondence which once, in ſome Degree, 
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Lord, as well as the Prince of the People, he does, in a 
very plain and ſerious Manner, exhort them to- the Gate 
vice of God, and urges them to the Purſuit of Roli 
on, by ſetting before them, on the one Hand, the 
_ © nour and Happineſs of a ſtrict and conſcientious Ade. | 
rence to the Divine Command; and, on the other; the 


certain and aggravated Deſtruction that would be the . 25 1 1 


8 Conſequence of their Diſobedience. But 

leſt theſe friendly Remonſtrances, and calm Reaſoning 
[ſhould not have a due Influence upon his Hearers;: 
calls for a Storm of Thunder and Rain from E 
FFF ee 


. 3 x Sam, l. 
* vc 


* 
7 
kl * 
1 1 
+4 4 * 2M . "x 35, p N 3 1 
1 % - 2 3 - * 
1 3 5 | 5 
: 7 
* 7 j 
* . 


— 
— 


42 Of the Terror ubut will attend Ser. III. 
to a vigorous Diſcharge of it: And this Method had its 


5 defired Effect; for, we find, that upon this, all che Peo - 
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\ Goo for them, that their Lives 1 might be ſpared, 
bly acknowledging that they had forſeited them by their 
_ © former Diſobedience. Thus did this lively and judicious” 
Th Preachet try every Method which. he thoug ht proper, to 
| fix Conviction upon the Hearts of his Fe. Senn And, 
: this Reſpect, he is a Pattern worthy the Veneration 
2255 Minifter of the Goſpel, who is ſolicitdus to 
rw himſelf faithful to his great Maſter, and defires 
t his Labours may be crowned with Saccefs. 
- Your Converſion, Edification, and eternal Salvation, 
my Friends, are the main Things which we ſhould haye 
. and, conſequently, no Methods are to be 
left untry'd by us that have u endency to anſwer theſe 1 
important Purpoſes That theſe valuable Ends may he 
ine, e ure to urge every proper Motive, to ad 
every Paſſion of che ash Wind. Gentle Methods are 
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vou to ® the Pradtice of your Dury; by the Cords-of Love, 
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prove ineffectual, and the Arguments that are 
r the-condeſcending Mercy of Gob, and the 
nich Love of a Redeemer, are flighted and deſpiſed, ve 
muſt then have Recourſe to Conſiderations of a more 
awful and awakening Nature; and when our calm Rea- 
ſonings are rejected, and the Motives addreſid to the 
more tful Affections of the Mind, ſuch as Hope, 
mind Love, and Joy, and Gratitade, prove unſueceſaful. 
de muſt then urge ſach Conſiderations as are calculated 
' "#0 excite Mews Fears, and, as it were, with Samuel, 
= I 5 to _— ſtupid and 
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ane with bat Earheftnen 00 
wp ech Men, „ ty None 


t 4 Living Sacrifice, boly and ac 
bn, ewhlth n "their reaſon * er In "ed A 
lively and affecting View do th vn eh other Times, re- 
| preſent the Love of hig, to End that it mn 
Me Bo Bahar a 

ow do r tits, 
_ Worder 40 eng r Aer wp « in for « Str i them; 
in ide uh an "attrafting ew do they propoſe the. 
Qtr ns 'of thoſe, ne by an uniform and 
conſtant Courle of Virtue and Holineſs, are training” up, 
for the heavenly State, But, at other Times, 
deavour to impreſs Mets Hearts with the men fl Ne. | 
 piefentacions, dy proctaittiing, __ the e 'GOD, - 
i eealed Tom Heaw th age tft rnd 22 
0 ae, of Mon ; . - Mig 109 1277 3 
nien hit teh The Phe Portion of toery Sour 5 
that dert Foil. 5 mn" FSR p 15 : 
DS) Nw bf tle Pa? enfortes u Une Regard 
og rb eh, 1 From the ſcenm 


there 
La Joc , 1 


1 unt necitury For my ay 8 
cher bath upon the Context, than 
immediately prec = Tex, wh 8 * A ol 
us à very Deer efeription of the future Jo 
which he introduces, IF the Ground of That Con- 


wo 


48 8 2 5 
x» 


Ben 3 


fidence and Trium which he had before expreſſed. with 2 


Regard to his Diffolation, and Entrance upp a 
future State, wi hs expected the glorious Reward "Ws 
all his extraordinary 'Labouts and Services in the Canſe _ 
f the Goſpel; or, which is moſt prsbable, be urges 
this certain Knowledge and unſhaken Belief in a future 
ment, as the Reaſon which engaged him, and bis. 
Rren the A to Tabour fo earneſtly, that, bot 
in Lie and Death, both reſent” and abſent, they mi phe” 
; Ld ted of Gov. For, ve muſt all. appear. be „ 


Talpnent Seat that ev4ry ant n 
5 Hont v2. N to 15 4 . 


2 
3 heat in bad. 


- 4 2 
ow Shar; Ho. 
wh ra 


8 


Text is, Knowing the Fear of the Lord, i. e. 8 0. 


the Gral Jo 
ſuggeſts a eg and werful Motive. Ti 
Men Ae Ain. Plas 1 Knowing the _ 


| they preached and wrote, to a ſerious, Concern about 1 fe 


ve 


| 4 | een be Ser m . 
hich Words is fo plain and obvious, as not to need any 
Faraphraſe or Explication, Ny Text is our important 
nſerence, drawn from this Propoltion.” or the practical 
en e of the Doctrine before laid domn. Know- 
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Whit be" "finds himſelf caſt at the great Tribunal; and 
_ hears the Jai „Wich a ſtern Aspect. and a Voice loud- . 
> "& than” un n ; 
Woche, degart Ie curſed ?* When he ſees himſelf ji 
by a Band of relentleſs Fiends, and forcibly hurried a- 
Way, baniſhed from every Thing that might tend to ale- | 
viate the Anguiſh of his tortured Mind, and plunged in- 
to the Lake that Burns ith Fire and Brimflone, where 
tile Worm never dies, and the Fire is not quenched ? 
And now, Chriſtians, 'do you not ſtart back with Hor- 
| ror at the tremendous Scene! Does not your Blood run 
cold in your Veins, upon hearing this Repreſentation of = 
the Terrors of the Lord? And, ſurely,” my Friends, if 
there's any Thing ig the World that deſervedly claims 
the Title of awful and terrible, they are ſuch as that 
which I have now mentioned. Let the Sinners in Zion 
therefore tremble, Wen But thi ea | 
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Nature and Conſtitution as a reaſonable Being 
and „undd alſo under the Power of à Superior, 
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a Thus, when, Taac bleſſed Jacob, he id,” 60D 
gi me. of the Dew. of Heaven, and the Fatneſs „ 1 8 
Ii Barth, and Plenty. of Gore and Wine. Where 
| the. Patriarch mentions Dew rather than Rain; be- 
5 n Uſe and Neceſſity in 
ttoſe Parts than the Rain itſelf was, which in a plen- _ 
5 od Miner but twice in a Year, the firſt | g called | 
th former, and the other the latter Rain, 425 
5 — By ae Influence. ng * — A 
1 ree, might be properly expreſſed by alling of 
1 We, and the Phraſe. in the Text might aturally be 
aw underſtood: to intimate this to an Inhabitant of Je, * 
i if not to us. But this Idea is more plai Ir , 
in another Promiſe, which relates to the pel-Times 3 - 
I mean that in P/a/. cx. 3. where it is ſaid to Chriſt, From 
the Womb of the Morning thou haſt the Dew of thy Pouthz 
i. & young Converts ſhall come and liſt _themſelyes un - 
der thy Banners numerous as thoſe Drops of Dew which | 


ther illuſtrated by thoſe Words in Jſaiab ; + Te eur b 
5 upon him that is thirfly, and Floods upon the dy 
Ground; which e are explained by what fol- 
Fear my Spirit upon, 
and my. Off-fpring, and. t 2 
0 as 5 
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eee. Go why . * as Wi How 

| Men, of all 4 

d all ns ; but tis x Colo Dilenlates 

1 this Promiſe —— Ter bas its peculiar and fulleſt 

= In. os have not, I grant, Reaſon to ex- 

= - in our Days, thoſe extraordinary Effuſions of the 

1 pirit w which were communicated in the Apoſtles Times, 3 
|. and which were then neceſſary to introduce Chriſtianity, / 
aud to make Way for its Pro ion and Reception; 5 , 
1 but, .x , Gov.1 is now re 2 8 the | 

—_ | it in a ver) Manner, 

ok 4 1 Mind. There is an 0 
 exhauſtible Fulneſs treaſured up in the great Redeemer; | 

a and of his hs 0 may we receiye, and Gracy for Grams * 
bs a nich b and Variety of Grace; From 
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tion of the Manner in which the Influences of Spirit N 


dom comes not with Obfervetion ;. and thou 2, in ſome 5 2 


and ſeem, as it were, born down by a bing. God. | 
bs more 5 in the ſmall fill V Voice. 1 4 185 2 4 


fering any Violence to the natural Powers of the Mind; 
but gradually clearing the Undertanding, exciting the 
Affections, and leading the Will to ch 
in itſelf, and conducive to our Happineſs, without the 
_ leaſt Infringment upon its native Liberty. The Spirit of 


did upon the ancient Hbilt; who, while full of the pre. 


vulſed, and, in a Word, 


the Marks of Frenzy and Madneſs, The Divine Spirit, 
on the contrary,” operates upon Chriſtians in a calm and 


_ tures, and in Concurrence with their own En £ 
| Ke ns 2s * . of ns 9 9 are © gem 2 SHE 


= Rege in Bale. "He is the to enlighten and. - 15 5 494 2 
forgive, to ſanctif/ and ſtrengthen; bo animate and com- PN 4 
fort us. He has declared that his Grace is ſofficient © 5 
for us; and, if we habe found it otherwiſe, 'it's not be- 
I» he is not willing to communicate it in a plentiful - 

1 . wekare * 0 0 5 W N 
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wh te | and almoſt imperceptible Manner, in E 7 
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Ab * Dew | which I YO 1 ls upon the 105 of 
. and not like Rain which often deſcends with - 1 
Noiſe: and Violence, and, is ſometimes mingled with _ 
Thunder and Hail. This, I fay, is ajuft Re reſenta- 


are ly communicated. For when Gop works upon 
the | of Men, it may often be ſaid that bis King- . 


extraordinary Inſtances, they are awakened by a Storm, 
operates in an eaſy and inſinuating Manner, without 
what is wood 


Gon does not work upon Chriſtians, as. infernal Spirits... 3 1 3 


tended Deity, had their Countenances diſtorted, | x7 a ; ” 1 3 
Hair diſhevelled, their Bodies diſtended, their Limbo cones „ 
their Spirits thrown into ſuch 8 TIL + 
Horror and Confuſion, ab, in every Reſpect, diſcovered: IS l 


rational Manner; in a Manner congruous to their 8 A 
deavauiy. 6 FT 4 
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” 20 "7 . our Lord Gl of the 1 the Li, and, 


at the ſame Time pointing at one, 
mon, in all his G . , 2 hes one of ue. 
Now this is the Image, by. which 1. repreſented to ws 


formed by the Influence of the Divine Spirit. 44 
Dew, which falls from the Fi irmament, „ 
nouriſbes thoſe . beauteous Flowers, and 
- creaſes. their natural 85 8 by n upon 7 i in. 
8 and radiant D. fo the heav 


| proved by him, tends to form. him to the moſt amiable _ 
and excellent Character. A Man's Wiſdom makes his 
Face to ſhine, and cloaths him with Ornaments, in Com- 
of which, Gold, and Pearls, and coſtly Array, 
are worthleſs Toys, that deſerve not a Name: And 
Beaut) of the fineſt Flower, or moſt ſparkling D 
| does not ſtrike the Eye in a more ſenſible Manner, than 
uch moral and religious Beauties ſtrike the Mind. While 
LS Men are in their natural and unregenerate State, under 
1 the Power of their Luſts, and purſuing the Paths of Sin 
2 and Folly, they are hateful and deformed's and even 


I 5 Gt 5 when they are conſidered merely 'as poſſeſsd: of the Powe: | 


een of Underſtanding and Nabe e an Rpt 
1 tt the Improvement of them, they are but like 
ok ſome beautiful Flower buried in in the Earth : 15 3 59 
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che Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſes, and diffuſes its benigg 


Influences upon them, and the Dew of Divine Grace is 
. communicated to them, then theſe Powers begin to ex- 
ert themſelves in a ri he Manner, and to the moſt yalua- _ 


ble Purpoſes ;/ then the Man þegins to think, e 
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tude continually .refide_and govern in an agreeable Viciſe 
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preſents q inin kee of ſubſtan 

ich? Ike er — 3 Pie 
iety, in 

perance !? In 2 word, are not thoſe the trueſt Ornaments 

of a Man which reſult fron om the Graces af his. Mind, 

and the Virtues of his Life? 1 ly ad: ad, 

that the) [nfluences of Divine:Grace, muſt certainly. beau- 

tify and adorn che true Chriſtian, becauſe it forms . 

to a Divine Reſemblance, and. draws upon him the Ima 

of God, who is the Per rp f De . and . 


: and reflect the _ of Dis, 5 In 


of a glorify d Nature, and form him to a = -Y 


. chat is Heavenly. and Divine. I. add, 
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2 Tat Words, Cs my. Text farther, * that 
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ife and Strength. 1s - 
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revius as"; the Corn 3 2s the n "when- down. 


in the Gtound, would never ſpring up withovt pro 

Moiſture, and when ſprung up, would ſoon be ſtor 

and withered, were it not for ſuitable Showers or plete 

13 Supplies of Moiſture, its 

egitive , but its Verdare and 
| increaſed. A juſt Emblem of 
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pirit are planted and n 7 9 2 
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a true. 
Seed nd reve, when the heal 
1 pon kim; When he is enabled to me his Vik 
of 1 75 and conſider the e Febgoah as his" 
- Jaſting Portion, and under the Influences of the Spirit 1 
AAortien can cry, ba, Father; when be is led to 
ſiee his Sins pardoned in a Redeemer's Blood; and himſelf 
” 1 zeſcued from, Hell and Defruchon : when, upon 2 di- 
ligent Suryey; of his Temper and Conduct, he can boldly 
e and finds the Spirit of 
25 witneſſing with his 8 irit, chat he is the Son _ 
"Gow ; when he ſees himſelf intereſted in the: Bleflin ngs of 
5 the everlaſting Covenant, which was eſtabliſhed in the 
Blood of Chriſt; and, with a triumphant Faith, looks 
into that Which! is within the Veil, e a i Title to 
_ aw A ries and Felicities of Heaven. Theſe, Chriſti- 
a. are the Effect of the Divine Spirit, and theſe are 
3 es rue Sources of Refreſhment and Pleaſure; The 
F) -  * Chriſtian may. have his outward Troubles of one Kind 
| "and another, but there can fe Ne, befal him in 
Which Gop cannot chear and ſ affe port him by the com- 
flaorting Influences of his Spirit: f Ap ey will in⸗ 
of rich Rim; in Pain and Sicknel⸗ J eaſe and re- 
lieve him; by them every temporal Loſs, which he can 
ſiuſtain, . be abundantly made up; and even in the 
* Froſpect of and the awful Scenes of Eternity, 
| walt All the Soul with Joy and Peace in believing, 
Such, Chriſtians, ſhall be t Cate and Cireumſlances 
of that pious Iſaclite, to wo whom Goo # us the Dew 
och the Refreſhment and Delight that ſhall attend the 
5 Communication of Divind T Influences! How ardently 
1 then ſhould we long for them? With what Earneft- 
neſs and e 
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in a gentle, ptible 
Manner. I then _— to 7— te View _ i 
„aber Tos; es us. at fſhouid+be 
* Souls 97 85 . ee People, theſe” Divine 
hn in the following lars; that the 
Words ſeem plainly to men that by the Communi- 
be adorned and e eee they ſhould Yield the 
Siet, ee and e e now 1 ou 
to % a 


as Fig Lith as tis afterwards - 
oxy as the. ine; z; which is every where 
a e far + its quick Gr ond was" ly. 
iv in thoſe" Eaftery Climates, Where it broaght'forth no- 
ble Cluſters in great Abandarians ſo that conſiderable 
Part of 8 11 eee e in hn Wu 


, Budo —— eee i 
«demeſs, that- ; produeed nothing but Thorns, and Briars, 
ee e is: now wade Tic © rated 
Garden, and a ror raging yo SA he » which abounds 
mier the mo oduCtions,.. By our 
al Union « to | che arp > Vine of which he = 
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4 | anen, which are the largelt and frong- 
; eſt Trees.of that Part of the World: Their — pl 
trate deep into the Earth, aches ed by 

the mod; furious; Storms. able in 
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85 _ The bapp Epi, f + Ser. V. 
ue ef ths Spirit of Gon, will diſcern Tuch a Nei. 
ſonablerieſs and Excellency in Religion, and have ſuch 
excellent Views of the * Gee be . that 
nothing will prevail u on him to quit the Purſuit of it, 
and r Fcrifice eſent Comfort and his future 
Hopes. Tbe Religion « of ſuch a one is not debe up 
merel e bens nor does it only in a warm 

anſp Pio AﬀeRiors, Hite 


i rac of 1 tis A, — Frog 1 write to ingage 
him to Gop, and the Ways of Holineſs, appear oj 15 
and forceable as not to be ed er reliſted. Confſe- 
quently, his Faith, being bui 752 the cleareſt Evidence? 
| and] his Prafice grounde? upon the Higheſt Reaſoh, 2 d 
the Spirit of Gov; Who has taken up His Reſidence 
bis Soul, cotitinually” firengthiing | 5 Faith, and con- 
firming his holy” Nope” nh he Will never make ſhip- 
Wreck of Faith, nor fotſake "the Paths of Duty 
and of Happitieſs. - THE Storms of "Temptation" 
Indeed, © ſometimes ariſe and beat upon him with'a gras 

Teal of 'Vjaltjice;"* yet he Will r ke, a enger 
Shrub” thar Fields to > Blast, or like à withered 
that is made the Sport of every ( A ut IM | 


_ wide; reſiſts the Shock, and ſtands the faſter or it. The 
World may allure or frown, Satan may practiſe his de- 
2 ubre Aro, W n Chriſtian s Own corrupt Heart, e- 
| AT of ed which prevails ſo 
| Aa e all y- join the Attempts of Earth an Hell 
14 ſhake and unſettle him; yet, aided and 
Spirit of Gop that dwells, in him, he wil be a. 
| den to" triumph over all, and perſeyer re in his reit | 
Courſe, maugre all Difficulties aud ſitions. 
is the View in which our Lord repre the A | 
Who, under the Influences of the bleſſed Spal, s at- 
2 to, and heartily imbraces his Divine Religion: 
nabe, ſays he, h the) ? Wards 7 —4 
dot h them, 1 il liken bim to 4 wiſe Mar, that built 


key Rock, 4 the FRY — ln 


* Mat. vii. 24, TY | A | OY 
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148 Juſt now quoted. So Gop pr 


Ser; V. - the Ne ee 5 7 


Floods. came, agd beat pon that Houſe, and jt fell not, 
for it was founded uon a. Rock. 1 only add under this 
Head, N as the continued Influences of the Spirit 9 
Gop have a natural Tendency to confirm and eſtablim 
the Chriſtian in the Faith and Praftice of the Goſpel, 
ſo he has, likewiſe the Divine Promiſes for this. Thus 
much is plainly intimated in the Words 6f dur bleſſed 
miles to put. his © 


Fear inis 604 gy of 10 . „ and . e 
91 be t ould never 1 53 
ham: © a 5 the Words of the Apoſtle Paul, att _ 
e exprels ; + Being confident, ſays he, bf this ve 
bat. hs that has begun a good Work in 5. . 


fake it 22 the Day J Jeſus Crit. 1 ; 
5, Tas, Words of my Text, may 25 imply, 
| 1 by Divine Indeed, the ak TE IE Pe 
Wo to an 9 Charscter. 45 71 
, Ez 1 may be foo eſted; when when 'tis POW 
His ran es ſha read like the OH e; ; or whey” | 
the E 8 — Grace in the Hüman Soul is coḿ- 


8 © th nth. of a Vine, Which extends its 
Branches on every Side to form an 4 terable Shade, and 
reaches forth its. Cluſters, inviting to 72 b eve- 
ry Paſfenger. And * this may Jikewiſe inti- 
mated when the goo don, anger, e of the 
Holy Spirit, are repreſented. by thoſe Kinds of Vegeta- 
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bles, which are moſt uſeful and beneficial! to Mankind: 
ſuch as Cedars and Olive-Trets, Corn and Vines. And 


tis eyidently.. true, that where the Influences of Heayen 
deſcend upon a Man, and produce their gendine Effefts, 
they Sai tend to inſpire him with univerſal Bene - 
volence, and orm him to 4 al Character. The Heart 
of a good Man will dilate itſelf to imbtace all his Fel- 


 low- reatures with the tendereſt Affection; and his | 


Hands b: reached forth in all the Acts of Beneficence- 
and Eindneſs. He pd in bis N imitate the: 


and his Rain, to 3 9 uþo 1 the Evil Ji in ow the T's „ 
* en 


op 40. t 14 wort n 25 
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| to. the Apoſtolick Charge, to 4. good ty ca oy: ar br. 
. hath N pl eſpecially, to the Houfpald of Faith. 
The. Frdit of irit is Love, and the Effect of Love 
is Benevolence; 8 this Benevolence, where it's genu- 
ine, and flows from-a cight Principle, wilf be impartiat 
. and extenſive; not conhned to a Sect or Party, but” 
exerciſed towards Enemies as well as Friends ; and to- 
wards thoſe who differ from us, as well as thoſe who are : 
of the ſame Sentiments with ourſelves. The truly g nl 
Man, will not ſuffer Acts of Kindneſs and Genre ty'to 
be. extorted from him, but will do then with a tal 
| Poet and natural Readineſs ; as the Olive Tree 
drops its Berries, and the Vine roduces its Cluſters, A 
Love and Benevolence will diffufe itſelf far and wide. 
wilt begin in his own Family, and firſt diſcover eu 
A e his Friends and Relatives 
from thence it will flow info the Chtrth to 
oy he is related; he will Jobe the Nrotber bob, and 
| conſult the Peace and-Welkure of the ili ee Socuety: to 
which he belongs; front thence it” wil” extend = 
all his Neighbours and Acq n and from thence; 
| ſo. far, as he can have any Influetice, td the whole” ht 
8 And when he can” no ottier 75 uſeful 
jy IS. ie will, at eaſt; dd e 
. s by his Frayers. Ton add, Lo 
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| Bann which were very fragrant, and not only perfumed 1 
the Air around them while they were growing, but af. 
forded à very a le Smell after they were cut down 
and dried. . perhaps, here may AB age 
the Frankincenſe, 2nd other arematick V etables Which 
upon. that Mountain. Tis added, X Scent 4 8 
425 all be ar the Wine of Lebanon; where- ye wrt 
the Juice-of -which-was not on 
l an uncommon Fragrancy, hs 
4 by Gme profane Authors that have written of 
| the Place. Now theſe metaphorical * N : 
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righteous Lord loveth Rig teodſneſs, and his Countenance 
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tures formed to a di 
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ceſs, Thus when che Divine Spirit, by 

fluence, adorns and beantifes the Sou 
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comes the Object of Divine Co 
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hi gh, che. te of tilt, "he will ac- 
cept and kr 55 FR Ma n-is Row: the Object 
of the Divine l fendt, and intitled to all 


the bleſſed Conſequences of them in this Life ; and here- 
after, Gop will declare his Acce tance of him, and de- 
de in bi, in the ryolt þ * 

A. lans, ' 2 at 
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happy | Fly 9. and inte reſted in His : 


Fayour,. though all res World befide were againſt him, _ 
though the whole human Race hated and perſecuted him 5 
=, Let, them-curſe,. 


but + thous. But kü me add, that a 
all ſtand fair alſo Pr A. dction and 
in af Men. Tbe Excelleticy. and Uſefulneſs” of bis 
ter wil = oy eee þ B18 Enemies, and bind 
pds, eſpeciall us Friends, tue es 
1 s. | 
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iehteouſneſs, and Peace, and 0 3 
for a ' be , in theſe things ſerveth 77555 is paws 
ta G O'D, and apprived of Min. Thus L have parti 
Charly confillered'the View that my Text js e of the 
happy Effetts "that Thould de prodiced in. of 
Gov's Pec ple, 'by Divine Irifluences, Cr Opn 
of the holy A ay. have obſerved, that" the various 
xprifions of the Text, may imply, — that, by the 
Communication of Divine Influences, the People of God 
ſhould be adorned and beautified, ——— that they ſhbuld 
yield. the Chriſtian Refreſhment and Pleaſure, 0777 +4 
33 2257 Would rend T the Soul fraitful and pro 9 or in H 
lineſs, that they would niake bim Fein 455 ſtedfalt 5 
Religion, that they would form him to an uſeful 
Character, and that they would render him accepta- 
ble both to God and Man. . now to, % . . 


III. Conciyve this are vit a few „ate 
Moy | Inferences, | ere Ov 
ants "; 1. How rich wer 620 are 0 Pune To 4 
ences, Which a you in the Soul ſuch 9 
fects as have now been enumerated. 


Wutn the Man is ng it's che Work of Gd. 
*Tis by the Influences of his Hol) 1 Sp irit that we are 
turned from Vice to Virtue, 455 Sinners 1 
1 Saints. "Ts: by. theſe that our Seel Defor | 
; [changed into Beauty and Ornament; by” theſe, the Soul 
that was dead in Treſaſſes and Sins is « quickened and re- 
vived; ; its native Barrenneſs is bend into Fruitfulneſs 
in good Works; and its eager Purſuit of N and Fol- 
Jy, to 2. and Adivity in the Service of its Gop. 
Tis bi theſe the fluQuating and e e oor and 
” determined to a wot ious Courſe, and rehdered f 
immoveable. an and 4 — ways ; "abound ng in the Work of the 
Lord. Tis . theſe Divine al ices chat hey, me 
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and Confuſion and, from ſuch mean and corrupt Mate: 
rials, frames ſuch Veſſels 9 Honour and Uſefulneſs: 
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ment; they inrich and adorn the New; and the fame 
Go that promiſed. to be as. the Dew to Ifinel, has in- 
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— to 2 7 bis holy. Spirit 4 to We (ig ask him. And : 


ppy is it for us Ohr have theſe Pro. 
D 2 ſo ready to malte them good cb 


r the Spirit's s Operatiohs, thoſe that form 
. S upon Scripture-Teſtimony, and from a 


juſt Know ledge” of human Nature, muſt acknowledge, 

| Pay the Influences of the Spirit are abſolutely neceſſary 
L. the Purpoſes of Regeneration and Sanctification, 
Perfevorance in, Holineſs, And eternal Happineſs. Our 


Lord has faid, Without me ye can do nothing; and how) 
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| "The g it Aithor 0 Nato and Gofer: 
the Var Þ tld 4s our Praiſe” for he | 
| fork 
my 1210 the Fruits of the Earth are 
duced and — for Uſe” and Entertainment: 

what i nee, greater Reaſon have we to bleſs Go p oe 
the ric her 1 — 'of His Grace, Tor” the facred Influences | 


ob n 
ed! ed Te ou ght we ghted, for that heavenly 
Ber, by which (i 1 way fo peas) eren ng the 
mien bevy I tage Ns hy ws 
of Holineſs are taught to n our Souls, by Which 
the Plantation ir ine, row in ou Sos, by Leaves, 
de Bloſſoms and Fruits, riſe and extetid, - unfold and dif- 
. Play | themſelves in 1 Os 'of the Mind, and the Vir- 
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flows fem dn Tefhirday: of = 00d Conſtieury;. a 
of the Divine Favour, and the Hope of eternal Bleſſed · 
nes ? Or, are we ſatisfying ourſelves with the poor En- 
tertainments of - Senſe, the mixed. and ſhort-liv'd; Plea- 
„ e | 
good Word and Work? Are they — 1 
in the Ways of Holineſs, and enabling us to make con- ö 
tinual Progreſs in Virtue and Piety ?. Or are we ſtill 
converſant about the Works. of Darkneſs;. fruitful in 
ſinful Produ&ions, and p ve in Vanity and Folly ? 
Have they endued us with ſuch a Firmneſs and Stability 
in Religion, as can ſhake, or over: turn Are 
woe ardently- n T Gop and Religion; and do ue 
perſevere and proceed in our hoh Courſe, notwithſtanding 
the Temptations of the World, the Inſults of Sear; au 
the perfidio A ee eee eee | 
lieving Hearts ? Or ane ue fill fl cuatmg: and-urfixed!; 
ſtill halting. between two: Opinions, and in — 
cher we ſhall ſerve Gon or Beal, and thro: elf 
Bias by every little Shock of Tempation, or tumed a- 
bout hy every Wind of Difficulty, and Oppoũtion that 
ariſes in our Way? Have theſe: Divine Influence: formed 
us to an uſeful Character; and do we make it the Buſi- 
neſs and Delight of our Lives, to do all the Good we 
poſſibly can ? Or are we ſtill narrow. ſpirited and-ſelf-- | 
th; backward and averſe to Acts of Kindneſs and Bene- 9 
volence, neither” willing, nor imitating the Good: of - 
theres? Onee more; do we, in the Whole of our Beha- Y 
- viour and Conduct, endeavour to pleaſe Go n, and be 
by him; and, by the Praftice: of ſubſtantial 
— 9 


vledge true W map | 


bat whoſe depraved Minds lead them to take Darkneſs 


are important Inquiries ; 35 Jet us": ue them till * 
come to ſome Satisfaction upon t Head, and form a 


bien We our Gb 1 1 add. | once.more, it 5 | 
10 Ir we have 1 bicharto. to theſe Di 


| vine Influences, and their bleſſed Effects, let us 
e b eee and. purſue tie Methods by 
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eee deen it [not apf Ir a 3 Thing 


to be under the Influences of Divine Grace? Can we 
conceive of any greater Dignity and Happineſs than to 

have our Souls conſecrated as the A e of the 
Holy Ghoſt? Can we deſire a higher Honour, than to 
_ Furniſh. out a Place of Reſidence for this Divine Gueſt; 
and to exhibit all the genuine Effects of his facred In- 
| fluence and powerful Operations»? What ſo. worthy an 


of our native Ambition as this ?. How ſolicitous 


ſhould we be to:ſhine in the Beauties and Ornaments of 
extraordinary Piety, and taſte the charming Delights of 
recl Godlineſs! How ſhould we labour for: that Fruitful- 
neſs in good Works, | that -Progreſs in Holineſs, that 
Stedfaſtneſs in Religion, and that Uſefulneſs of Charac- 


ter, which Gop will approve, and which will procure 


us the Affection and Efteem of Men] How carefully 
ſhould we ſtudy, and how vigorouſly purſue thoſe. Me- 
thods by which we may be formed to this amiable; and 


worthy Character! How earneſtly ſhould we breathe aſter | 
the heavenly Dew of Divine Influence, by which alone . 


. theſe Ends can be anſwered! How deſirous to 


_ how diligent in the Uſe of thoſe Means 1 Which 


it may be obtained And, in order to obtain the Com- 
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> a them from ve: by Prayer: w d 
frequent thoſe Places ; we ſhould attend thoſe aties; in 
which they are 7 "communicated; we ſhould avoid 
7 thing that Tera Impesi ment to them; 
ſhould 0 and diligent in the Im- 
of Divine Influence we have 
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AENA v vi. 16. eee Part. 


Thus ſaith the Lord, Stand ye in tbe Ways and 
ſee, and 4ſt for the old Paths, ee is the 


good Way ? and wa ris 4 and x Je ſal ue 
- Be for your Souls.— 


2 2 HOEVER ical ee 
© © Religion-amongſt us, will not be ſurprized 
Dig do find ſuch Words as theſe pitched upon to 
Ward be the Foundation of a Diſcourſe in pub- 
*6UG 80 lick. is a Truth too obvious to be de- 
- aha; and withal, too melancholy not to be lamented, 
that the greateſt Part of the human Race are going aſtra 


from the Paths of Duty and Happineſs, and running wi 


a fatal Precipitancy into the Ways of the Deſtroyer ; and 

81 even thoſe, who wear the Chriſtian Name, and in- 
y the peculiar Privileges of the Goſpel, do not eſcape 

the ſpreading Degeneracy. Therefore, I imagine, that 


my Endeavours to explain and inforce the Exhortation. 


juſt now read, will not appear unſeaſonable; and that 
thoſe. who are ſincerely concerned at the preſent declin- 
mg State of vital, practical 3 and are deſirous to 
ſee the Revival of it, and _ to contribute all they 


can towards it ; I hope, I fa 7 nenn 
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good Way? and call therein, wun 

Hall find Reſt to our Souls, The” 

E of the Fraus, at the Time when the 

chis Meſſage, were ſunk into 1 
"and Oorru tion,” both in Doctrit 
rice” of 30 was. ney te 


them : "Nay; ſo univerſal v was the 1 that Gov: 
92 as it were challenge * Feruſalem, their capital City, 
to produce one Man in it that was juſt and confcientious:” 
And we meet with ſome of them who were ſo loſt to all 
Senſe of Gon and their Duty, as, in Effect, to ſay to a 
Stock, + Thou art" my Father, and 1 4 Shape, thou haſt 


Bengt 1 Nom the P het Jeremiah was . 


5 Gop to be the Phyſician of this diſtem- 
1 G and languiſing Seng: He was ſent, from, | 
Time to Time, to cotvinee them of their —— and 


the Danger of it, to direkt them to. a . he Propho 515 
_ and to urge them to the diligent Uſe'of it "he Prophet 8 
well knew that it was their Idolatry a 
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had cauſed Go p to withdraw his Preſence from them I 


and threaten his" Judgments againſt them; thoſe" Jag: N 
ments which ſtruck ſuch univerſal Terror upon them, | 
and threw their Minds into the utmoſt Hurry and Gn ; 
ſternation. Therefore he endeavours to promote a Re- 
formation amongſt them, both in Doctrine and Practice; 
and exhorts them, in the molt folemn Manner, to re- 


turn to Gop. and their Duty, aſſuring them that would - po 


be the moſt effectual Method to ſecure Peace and*Tran-, 
ility to their Minds, and to rectify the Diforders' of their 

| ſhattered State. Thus, faith the Lord, fland ye in the 
Ways and fee, and an for the ol Paths, e is the 
good Way ? and walk ——_ z and ye hal 4 1 


your Souls. | 
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8 Fung he. Bands ail, ey e 
ſeriouſly. deliberates with himſelf upon it; and if he 
meets with any. Body that is capable of dir | 
he chearfully uſes this and every other. Method o inform-: 
himſelf of the Courſe. he is to take. Now, as the 
inſpired Writer has thought fit to convey his Exhortation | 
in gee phor, the Beauty and Propriety of which is 
pl. d ee Fan WY 
| and that, I ſhall. not be 5 
to mes beneath my Character, or inconſiſtent with 
golemnity of the Occaſion, if in the Proceſs of my 
Diſcoarls, I reſume and.purſue the Metaphor, where it 
may be proper to illuſtrate any of thoſe important Truths 
which the Words. of the Text will a to us. In 
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handling the Words lam naturally led nr boni Id. ; 
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| * Menge icularly to conſider * inſtructive View, 
* 5 tl given us of Religion; ol Paths, and 
41 7 45 lain the Duties enjoined. in the Tex i: fad | 
Il in. the Way and fee, . as „ walk therein. p 5 
r To unfold the rich h and precious Promiſe, by 
which theſe Duties are recommended and e | 


Ms e. Reft to your Soul.. 


4 40 . 1. go Hons. 1 ſhall mention. ok ants ; 
Obſervations and Reflections, which Ld ihe ariſe | 
_— ny. of theſe Heads. . 


1 I. AM to conſider. the tov v View that. is here 
my r us of true. Religion. . 5 


| Ir is here called the old Paths, and the 02 Way. 5. 

Every one, who is at all acquainted with his Bible, will 

eaſily. obſerve, - that the Scripture frequently — 2 

Religion under the Notion of a Way; and the Praflice 

of Virtue and Piety, as a Walkin that Way. This. 

is ſo common amongſt the ſacred Writers, that it would 

P: needleſs to. any you to particular Places where this 
e is uſed. And this is the Manner of ſpeaking 

| ich was often u ; alſo. by the moſt celebrated. pro-; 
15 fone . uthors, as as divine; nay, one of the grout: > 
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ef Mor pony F * 
a narrow and à broad Way; Which is the exact View | 


which our bleſſed Lord has given us of it.. But in the 5 4 


View pray us of Religion in my Text, we may more 
: 3. rang 1 1 and dhe Goodneſs | 
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Gap; ſelected rag from hs Mg of ante ted 
3 to become their r- Bow) ene and 
exerciſed. an amazin Series of pro Diſpenſations 
Fer them far” their Dea and Deter mer; ſo 
er -e we my july ſay, be" bat nt 
ea | any. Trion: and ks! age 90g c their 
„ and they his 'Subjedts;; but he was älſo their! 
Gop, — Pay his People, who were joined to him in 
a peculiar Covenant; their Religion was of his own im- 
mediate Inſtitution; the Ten Commandments, which 
were to be the Rule "of their Conduct, were firſt ſpoken 
hy hib thunder & Voice at Moir! Sinai, and afterwards' 
written with ke "dwn Finger don Tubles of: Stone, e be 
inculcated upon the Heart ind Conſcience of all the uc 
ceeding Generations of that People; and; beſides the mo- 
ral Law, he appointed a great Variety of Rites and Ce- 
remonies, by which they were to be in a peculiar Manner 
diſtinguiſhed from all other Nations. This Religion of 
the Jeu, Which was immediately inſtituted by Gov 
himſelf, was the moſt ancient revealed Religion in the 
World. Now, tis to this Religion, and the pure im- 
mediate Practice of it, that the Prophet refers im the 
Exhortation in the Ten! all far the old Paths,” 1 _ ; 
fore obſerved, - how ſadly the Feaus were « 4 
this Time, and how diſmally they had revolted From 
Go their rightful Sovereign, "Is ſerve Idols; they grew 
er wilting in (3/08 beaten Parks thir Gor bal 
marked out for them, and had turned into ſome new 
Way; a' Way, either of their om Invention, or which 
oy: purſued 1 Conformity to the nm 
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Chr which is diſtin from natural ee and 
See are intirely indebted to Revelation, —— 
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De to our firſt 1 *.The Seed * | 
3 ire the. Serpent's Head. 'Tis to Chriſt 


his . prevailin nnen . 
Caan HF iS: eden y other very i 
ſiglliffcant Ceremonies of — * It was to the 
great Author of our Religion chil 4. Pagen bear 
Witneſs 3 and, in that Senſe, he ma be called The 
Lomb: "Jain um the Foundation 'v the "World: © Thus 
ve e. WK we ropriety the Suren K. ien may 
called '7he % Paths. Therefore, in the further Pro- 
ade; ol, this Südſeet, 1 mall conſider "the View 6f 
"Religion that b here gien; ner ry n 
ancient. F exur, to whom the Words were im 
_ addreffed, but as Hing ot 
ern. which is exhib | 5 
And, give me Leave to add, that were this Diſcburſe 
leute "or 2 poblick Uſe as the Proph 
remiah t. I not, with 
dreſs the iter of bur Day, che m of 
Great Britain ; and, in the Language of the A ! 
eckort chem to ah for the ld. Fabi goo F not, with- 
out the Imputation of Bi emihd my "Country- 
Men and Fellow-Chriſtians of that ready I Corruption 
and Degeneracy, which, like an imperuous Deluge, has 
ſpread itſelf over our Age and Nation? Is there nd Room 
to complain” of, *arid'Tament a wretched Departure from 
the aith/ and the” Praftice of the Goſpel, even before" _ 
' theſe who ire dignified ;*or, rather Thall 1 y, 1 : 
ed with the Dendminztion uf Chriſtians? for it mu Ter- 
tainly be 4 Reproach to à Man to Wear a Title that he 
has no Juft Right to. Pe I mall be charged a8 td% 
partial to former Times, if I ſhould call the Chriſtians 
of the preſent Day to "tread in the Paths of their pious 
Andeſtors, che Purity of whoſe Faith and *Manners, 
made them the Ornaments of the Age in which” they 
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| lived, aud has teft a feet Perfitmne upon their Matotics,” — | 


Amongſt the Chriſtians of this Age, fo famous: for its | 
Improvements i in Learning and Liberty, there is evident 
Room for a general ddr mation, both in Doctrine and in 

Practice; and that it's upon good Grounds that Mey fp 

exhorted to a for "the old Paths, "TI now proceed to 
conſider the other Part AM, View Ra ds ws of f 
e and to ah e 
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of this Part pp Text. 121 15 here it, 
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ſoever, would be but a poor R ecommendation of 1150 Ne 
this is a very important and light Trath a Thoupg] 


j which tends to ear the Mind and invigorate our Engea- 


«Yours ;., "therefore, 1 hope, H. hell noe be tho ht | 
2 "he arte 
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.A a good Wa if we conſider r is 
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9 9 55 we are e upon a e ech) if the 16 | 
they þ6, of any Length, we eſteem it a reat Hap 18 
an Companions in it; by this 

us over us with Pleaſure, which ery 
otherwiſe be very. tedious: this makes us think but little 
of the Length 6 Badneſs of the Road, or of che * 
clemency o* the Weather; and, upon the whole, ren- 
ders thoſe Journies eaſy and pleaſant, which, in other 

8 would have been fatiguing and burthen- 

Now, Chriſtians, - if you would always, 3 85 


225 good Com pany, you muſt enter upon, and p 


A religious, Chur, 'Tis, i indeed, too true, that the 9 5 


; * 75 leads to eternal Ruin, is the fulleſt of Paſ- 


* 8 the Paths of Sin and Folly you will find the 
for they are thronged with Multitudes; 


; ny, 

bu in the 1 fa that I am now recommending, you will 
have the beſt. 475 leſs a Perſon than the great God of 
Heaven and, Earth is the conſtant Companion of the 


Man. It was the Character of good Men of old, 


good 
And it's equally applicable to "m_— Men in "IP . 
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Ser. VI. Harp about ze all Paths, "I, 95 


that they 5 walked with GO D; hit Preſence always 
attends them; wherever they are he is with them, the 
moſt calamitous Circumſtances eannot ſepa te him from 
them ; the eloſeſt Priſon, the darkeft: cannot 
ſhut out his Preſence ; and even when they Wall through 
the Valley of the Shadow of Death, he is ſtill with them; 
his F Rad and his Staff ſupports and comforts them. How 
N are the Promiſes of Gop's Word tô this Pur- 
poſe! f Fear not, for I am with thee, be not diſmayd 
for I am thy GOD, Iwill firengthen thee, pes I cb 
help thee, -yea I aui uphold | thee avid - the Rigbt- 
Hand of my Righteouſneſs. And I may ſay to every true 
Chriſtian as Mojes to Foſbua'; $ Be ftrong, nd of good 
Courage, for it's the Lord that does go before thee, vill 
be with thee, he will never for/ake thee. | The bleſſed Fe- 
Jus is alſo our Companion, while walking i in the Ways 
of Religion. Now, Sire, ſhould we not have thought | 
it a great Honour and Happineſs to have been in be 
Number of his Diſciples and Followers While he wus u- 
Pl Earth? Would it not have been a Pleaſure tö us to have 
attended our Lord from Place to Place, to hear his excel - 
lent Doctrine, and ſee the Wonders which he wrought? 
Are we not ſometimes ready to wiſh we had been with 
the two Diſciples, to whoſe 22 Chriſt joined him- 
ſelf when they were walking to Zmniaus after his Reſür- 
rection, and when his Diſcourſe made their Hearts Burn 
avithin then? Tis true, our bleſſed Saviour has left” the 
Earth with Reſpect to his- bodily Preſence, but he has 
not totally withdrawn himſelf from his faithful Follow- - 
ers; no, for when he left our World, it was with this 
Promiſe in his Mouth ; ** Lo, I aw ah you AE, 
cen to' the End of on World.” Chriſt is Aſs Cake 
with his People in an eſpecial manner 1 his Spirit 
What he og to his Diſciples, may juſtly be extended to 
all Chriſtians in every Age, that * 7 oy +. pray to 
the Father, and he would give them another Comforter, 
meaning the Holy Spirit, ich Gould abide with them 
Ver ever. And he adds, in the following Verſe, he 
 dewelleth avith you, and foall be in you. And is not 
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over, with — hol 5 — | Triumph — 
convey the departed 8 of Glory, 
's. 'Roſom! - ow aethinks, 


„Thought of having the. 9 —— of 


\Gopke ater, Son, and Holy Spirit, and that of the 
walk in 


| holy Angels, ſhould be enough to ingage us to 

this Way, as. well as to demonſtrate. it a good Way, even 

though there were not a ſingle Man in whole World 
that went in it beſides ourſelves. But, bleſſed be God, 
v this is not the Caſe; ſor tho! the Generality forſake 
this good Way, yet there are ſame amongſt our Fellow 
Creatures chat will be our Companions in it. Tis, in- 
V to be deeply lamented, that there are ſo few that 


tread the heavenſy Paths, and that ſo great a Part of 
„and ſo much like 


| - that little Number walk Wi 
thoſe of the World, that it's difficult for us to diſcern 
Which are our Fellow- Travellers and which are not: 
1 1 I ſay, there are ſame whoſe Temper and Con- 


duct plainly declare Whether they are bound, who evi- 


n! appear to have turned their Back upon this World, 
and are ſeeking a better Country; even a heavenly. 
IT beſe are the Perſons Whom the Fſalmiſt ſtiles the Ex - 


ncellent f the Barth ; Perſons genetally of the moſt 
amiable and excellent Character. But the wiſe Man has 


h put; the Exce ears he's their. Chardcter out of Diſpute, 
| 1 Rig btseus is more excellent than his 

iphbour.. Tis the n 

e, moſt hum teful, moſt generous and 


a Co and Afociate ? If there is a truly* wiſe 


„Man in the World, he is walking in this Way ; + For 
- the Fear of the Loxd is the Beginning of "Wiſdom, and a 
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| e . As we then tender our Honour and Reputa- 
tion, let us become the Companions of all them who 
fear Go b. By this 88 * Ker it's ſufficiently | 
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w. all Eu how moch it adds to dhe Eaſe ind Fla. 
| urney, to have Houſes of Refreſhment an 
ertainment” on the Road 3 but; in this Re: 
ſpect, the Way that leads to Mount Zi Mas ü 
e Advantage. O, how much does the pious Souf 
meet with to delip he and 'refreſk him, even Jeys "that | 
Say . intermeddle not with! What Entercainmer t 
e find in Communion with God, that his Son It 
pores, 47 with Marrow and Fatne/; The Vifits 
Go v's Face, and the Tokens of his Fayour, are vn 
preſerable to any temporal Good; for which we have 
the Teſtimony of David, the Man . after Gop's own 
Heart, whoſe pious Feet trod in this good Path ; * There 
be many that ſay, Who will ſhow us any Good ? Lg, 
lift thou up the Light of thy Countenance. upon me. Thou 
haft pug ladneſe 7 5 my Heart, more then inthe Time 
when heir Corn and their Wine, intreafed.” How does 
it inable the Soul to contemplate the Divine PerfeRtions;, 0 
and what a facred Delight does it ſpr. "the 
Mind, when after an W Survey of the infinite Fer- 
ſections of the Deity Bobs add, “ this infinite, this 
«« excellent Bein | my Gov, my Portion, my Fs .. 
and my Frie O ee the Man tht is be 4, 
« Caſe 4 6 hoſe  O'D is the Lind No 
deute the WY velfer can enter into; the | full 
Meanit ad fe of theſe tranſporting Words of the” 
 Pjalnift! have 1 in Heaven but. Der; and 5 
there is" 25 %. Earth that I defire beſide Thee: Let 
me appeal to your Experience, 5 _—_ you not 
a Fl. Ne Gy K A . "1 . 


* 


LS 5 


42 pd 
— f , — 


yy 07 ſeridus pai Set. Vr 
r d ries fold Pleaſure * in one Hour's 


8 Jour Vis oe The with 45 RE in your f ſecret Retire 


- ments? Has it not been a P * — pan; 


8 1 'of LE = 


e Wells 15 — the 


5 ing Sprin 


WAN, 
8 Det bt 35 
| ow delightful mott it be 
to 2 — Bleſſed 1955 5 in his Naan and Perſons, in 
ige TIP en to 
ul. . 4 EY 5 an 1 
. once Went; 


is Bleſſed | 


am 
cet once 


dat ele 

ö ge" warmed. 

ey and Coby: of OED. 
ey are gol the an to w 

DES CHAR, wag b 25 1 


a 


\ 


| in 
. 21 ief tö them in their 


. ; 


. W A s g. 2 DO DOS =—oOon 


Db Hr. FRB HL OSCCTOORSY oO 


5 121777275 1572771 gase e e 
TH Ht : RAR Mo 10 | 


2 » 
& . 
* 4 * 
5 > - =. 
re 9 
* — I 
* 4 ” * 
8 
* — 
— * „ 22 
7 13 
. * 
. * 
1 Ch o 
| : 


F#- 


Love and Grati 
Sinner! How emp 
Joys at leaſt but /te ‚f e 


817 0 st 978 Hal, 


BY — 28 


e d enn eee 


_ 


2 lf Ao Senda gut Sit; VE: 


n the 'Entertaigineate. 


exced, all. rhe 


kant 


5; Called  grod a as, 
good; Entertainmens.;1 | 
a | for angther, Oppau niᷓ Wy, 10 

Sari 4% * 2 1 bas Wo Jer of 
* clan 342 1 Kings | 


"tor AA wo brat n 


ip decem, rH 1:0 wart of ! :NofdO: 30 Meist bs 


Sil 01 has 1 400 þ lat ad 03: 25 51% % tons oyo.! 


10 05 ler Lin UI: - þNigir 218918 149 


mat; noqu band n tool nr aw eadW ns 0 öl 
"277 e 1 wo ne ws eta Neil 1btooo. bar In 
3-2 18 aa e o bo ob goizenidanl | an bun 
„1 bis v d lite: 150 Id. e 519 mn nll 
al, Soft entging 
A: 21 H 15881 


28 


* 


ace & ni = * 


7 zibb BRI 1; bo: 0 
1 $e- | e Loog 
290 9 245 8 | og 401 


In ' 9; 11 E Ke 
8 10 * * | a. 
Sat id Its 


by: 1 
8 10011 n 10 
ans; Nl 1 55 £12 
ſ r wit Fixot 1s! ; 5 
(ar hie t W ren 9 . „ ig 
4 12404 bens 2 * A *n 229 f U N 2 : '> & carols 191044 
r902 fads Dia 6 tte 911 va ent 15711 a0 'vd3 ene 


| oled ea XtuOOIg bas 3th wall 54 ke bn us 


ict 1999d Ts hon vor: Sos, 10. e010 aal 217 


Nb t voy to ol widadorg eit“ bas, ; Bigler nad: 


ol bis 1155 Ti a mg yo en om n 53 


A 4 


5-7 $42 oO a is } Wy 
e. ICY road Hef 11881 0 7106 We £1483 9115 


„ ©, - 
5 9127 1 3 1 * * 
7 ny 914 2[1. Ros 


Ad 1 40% 127 n1 ba 3 sg ci RES l flaw 


$73 ot e th; 1 - 07 boidgni od ven E You 
noh I hot ;; do % ova IL ans 


10ah Jo eee , moch, 8 x95. ldd: Jon 


22 eve. 2 ob © bait liz vor. Cone len 


ei vd Hy nn 1605 beenden Haut ot z; +; babe? 
iis 03 52 10 U £ wi 53 zun C2, 4 0 vb 
2 DE * % 3 


* l : „ 


4 he; Fame which we 


06 _ Tae 212 59 7 has” TOS, iz 


wan, a. M7 


4 


more ane; ſhould we be ned 5 64 n 


MV 1E de _ 0 . FP ? N 2001 
10 eto ien! i 65 -; views bog yang, 70 bak. ve 
871 dl %% e ett Gam els I ode DE 


iti 
ad 


42 tae thakt-d0 2 Daus 8 bold 


er Ds A 
27 9 2 5 | 
e 2 
1 20 *Þ 41 113 . yy 3; Sl! TE es C411 LES 8 


e ad $5 Had 01 fol A 15% Join 2 a . 


$E R MO 0 
7 wart a ai i de $i N | 7 
of ſerious” Chnfideratic wi 1h th Ee 
bout. the old-Paths, and the good 27. 


0 413323 01 ai ati 1997 our” eel UL > mart * 
29 of Yi 255 n 1 4 4 K. 1 l ban ban 105.577 
Fan wh ek hs oh * 4 A 3145 t al cons? 

4 n _ D S 


DB, N. Uns ey, 4 Wasn ew ION, * 
een vi. 46, ko 
1 * 1 4 52 19 Fl 1 


2 57 


ua 5 wo 42391, | eng 
1 


ot 2 AL 4 Mt 5 norgtha gt ** 7 2134 11 an, gor 


Py * HE N. N 4 


19 


lend a _liſteni 

fun the the Din nce, v 
y kearkendd's ly if, our Honour and 

Nd tereſt were. — fu 6 fea in them; tac 5 


e! one commiſſio 
e | 8 


* 


= 


_ fefted with: 
* gg pany meyer" 


fat and fl app zpuſly attend to the 

"apr; in the 8 7 ah a Lord, fland 

e in a 

2 . 
Fxo deck propoled more particu 


2 Of bie dene ai Ser. vir 


— £250 ;” i. the. Intimations. of 
— Wil e. to hearken with the hum- 
bleſt ce, nh. i Chearfulneſs and Alacrity 

3 n 'a 


eneration 


7 NES 


put into a Method to ſecure our 


* 


— 18 


Ser. „ VI. Ingo about the ol Paths, FOR e 


ficial. Help, from which we may 


now, in 


Man walks, and there are various Turnings and By. paths 


"BST 72 me 


found, by fad Experience, that it's poſſible to miſtake 


at the End 
which he can receive from himſelf, and an abler Guide 


* The Way of Man is not in himſelf, it *s not in Man 
that ws. to dire bis Steps; ; and therefore are 
we cautioned by the wiſe Man, + Not to lean to pur ov 
Under landings. „Bur, as 1, before obſerved, Ar Gob 
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our Guide, to be led by him who has a 


Vie | 
all our Circumſtances, who knows the End from the Be- | 


ginning, and cannot poffibly be ſur th any, 

reſeen Event. It was the peculiar Happineſs of the 

raclites of old, that, while "Fea rough the Wil- 
they had the Pillar of Fire ol a- 


rected, and theif Marches and Incam ined. 


he is fill the Guide 6 his Servants and 
| ttue, we have not thoſe viſible Symbols of lis Preſence 


with us s which attended the Tracie yet. we have as 


Way, how glad are we to meet with . perſon, . 
ut 

is reſpect, the religious Fravaller & pe is peculiarly. 
happy. True, tis but a natrow Path in which the the god 


in it; ſo that the Man who would proceed comfortably 
and 47 in his Chriſtian-Courſe, and arriye ſaſe 
it, mult have better Direction than that 


than bis owt Wifdom. For, as the Prophet obſerves, | 


Thus the Shepherd of Jae! led 705 lihe a Flock, * : 


* 


which offer themſelyes to him, and Multitudes have 


js the, good Man's Cam pamon, ſo no add, hs ie i 


alſo his Guide, and an able infalhbl be is“ 
. . . Teſs 2 f 3 


Man 1 5 
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ax of 8 Y 4 a 
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if Word of Propbeſs, to which ave do well to take Heed, 
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104 "of ſerious Cofderatio 2 a vn. 
infallible A Guide, even the Word of hg. that ure 


to a Light ſbining in a_dark Pla 9. The Word of 

. is a Lamp fo Our Feet, and a Lapht to our Paths, 
The Path of Duty is there clearly marked out, there 
we may have our Doubts reſolved, and our Difficulties 
renioved ; and if there ſhould any Circumſtance of Per- 
plexity ariſe, with Regard to which we have not any 
plain Directions in the -ſacred Writings , yet, as Gop 
has an immediate Acceſs to our Minds, E. can, upon 
any ſach Occurrences, eaſily furniſh ith ſuitable In- 
ſtruction, as to the Manner in which we are to conduct 
ourſelves. Tis the peculiar Office of the Holy Spirit 
to guide us into all Truth ; and when the Chriſtian 
is ata Loſs about the Way in which he is to go, he 
ſometimes hears as it were +a Voice behind bim, ſore, 
this it the Way, avalk-ye in it. And, at other 
when he Chrtkien walls fo Darkneſs, and ſees no 
3 ght, then does God, as it were, hold out a ler to 
Ks, lifts up the Light of his Countenance upon him, and 
' Inables him to proceed in his religious Courſe, with 
Chearfulneſs and Alacrity. Who would not travel with, 
» ſuch a Guide? After this, it may appear needleſs to men- 
tion the Adyantages that the good Man may ware in 
this reſpeRt from his F cllow-Tievellers, which is, never 

. theleſs very confiderable. The Miniſters of Chriſt Mn 
prove very 155 1 iritual Guides to the People of their 
ry eg ublick Preaching, and their private, 
Conan, 1 X.1 AR been the Means of removing 
Doubts, and ſatisfying uneaſy Scruples that have ariſen 

in the Minds of Chriſtians. As to you, my Friends, I 
could wiſh, that in this Rept, your Privilege was great- 
e with Rega rd bo me that my Youth and Want of 
. See ot 10 far diſqualify me for diſcharging - 
og Guide to you. However, while 
e lud me in the Relation oſ your Mini- 
ſter, you may aſſure yourſelves that I will do all that 
bes in my Power, to lead Sinners into the Way of Peace, 
and to help forward thoſe that are already walking in it, 

it's 4 F 5 Satisfaction to me, and I doubt not its 
o allo to you, to 5 that wo. Lf e on. ny N 
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pon i froſt xt may | 
receive from their Miniſters, whoſe profeſied it 
to be their Inſtructors and Guides in the Ways of T 
— it's no mall. Benefit that common Chriſti- 
ans reap from .thoſe of the ſame Rank im the Church with. 
themſelves. One Chriſtian has a more perfect Knowledge 
of ſome particular: Furt bf me Crin Cbürſe than ano- 
ther, while, :perhaps;7 be hat Nbed o being taught Witn 
Regard to. ſomeruthber: Furt of itt K Soul that Ras often 
walked; in the Dark that Has been benighted in ſome 
Parts: of hit Way, is more capable than another who has 
not had thar-Experients t0 others how: to behave 
in like Circamſtances;i — — Re- 
jar. ievorder'to recwfen: Dl —.— — . 
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can dadtidn him iagainſt che Ginsiang cb which 
"hb Gasthinitelf in Banger 6f being inſnated ; and' thus, 
like an experienced Sailor, enn Yivs- Him, as it were, a 

hart or Map of che many Rocks,” Shelves, and Quick- 

ndeeirtvantitch chel boyſtetous Oleum f human ifs A- 
; bounds und en nehr he Had Like: te Rave (pity; an 
ſafferui S hi PBPaitly ad Ag Conſcienes. But 
che Tune would faiſt me tol enutherate Ache Advaſtiges 
-of -wugnurumbÞ»Converfe amongſt. @heiſtians, andi & ffee 
' Commlication;uf tleir Experiencen. „Now, Bits; is it 

d fmulbh Matter to oy ſuch admirable-Means of Inſtrub- 
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* . for us, and has expteſaly command- 
8 1 nay, it ——7 End that we 
Siyen us, and were placed in — 
1 | Exiltence-; for nothing is more evident than 
at. ts. the chief End of Man, to glorify Go, in order 
y him for ever. It was for this-Brid that the Fa- 
of our — and the 8 — e157 
were given. ua, 228 een 4 
aerifices, eee og, Gre — "6 
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Ser: VII. Inquiry alaut M Parke, fc. 10 

| Gov in all Things, whether relating to: Matters. pf, Fab 
or Practice; he has a conſtant, believing, ;affef; — 
Kegard to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and is ill 
takes to 
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who have expiece th at peri 2 
Chriſtian finds when d 2 near. Ead . 
; * he can rs rs —_ | 
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view of his Life, ,» ill find: many Things. 8 
Conduct and after the maſt exact —— a- 
pable of paying to the Divine Commands, I Rea- 
ſon to ſay, —— Ewils baue campaſſed me abaut; 
and after all will acknowledge himſelf An up Sen- 
vant.” But if he be a ſincere, though not an unetring 
. — bas the: Comfort to think, that there is O 
who- has 2 Obedience to the Divine Law 
and brand he no; Righteouſnels of his n, hy 
which he may be recommended to. th! |Dixipe; Favour 
and 4 — — ht i JANINE. 
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Rillche is fc | arrogating any "Thing 10 kink, 
that he admires and A LP —— Go Dy; 
which he was found faithful, and expects the promiſ 
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— 10 kin 12 1 
Axb, in tbis Ref ow: 100 Pil im bes infinitely 
the Advantage of ſpat other Peer Be, diſaſterous 
nd melaneholy do Journies often pro ve? How many are 
ndertaken that are never 'Gniſhed F f How oſten is a Stop 
pars them by ſome fatal Accidents ? and many that 
ye been formed, that had mach mn prey un- 
dertaken? But the Man perſeveres in the Wa 
e e e e pletfark 
Way; in the Reſpects above-mentioned, but he will find 
that how long ſoever he is left to travel in it, how rug- 
Zed ſoever he may find his Path in ſome Inſtances, and 
Whatever Diffeuley he may ſtruggle with during his Paſ- 
Fige, he ſhall at length come to the End of it, and find 
That End unſpeakable happy and glorious. Mark the 
Nerf Man, and behold "the upright, tbe Eu of that 
Man is Peace. And be that 'is faithful unto Death has 
the Word of Gov for it, that he + Hall receive a Crown 
F Life.” Thoſe that preſs forward, and continue in their 
ſtian- Race, ſhall at laſt obtain the Prize; and 
they that finiſh, their Courſe, ſhall at length receive a 
. Cl that fadeib not \azoay: The Way in 
Which we now walk, is indeed à narrow Way, but it 
leads to the Fountain of Life in the Paradiſe above it lies 
through the Midſt of a howling Wilderneſs, but tis ter- 
minated by the "Canaan. We have now but 
few Fellow- Travellers; but, e'er we ſhall join the 
. Aſſembly and Church of the firſt born, whoſe 
Nanies are written in Heaven. We now walk by-Faith, 
and not by Sight, but we ſhall, cer long, ſee as we are 
een, and know even as we alſo ate knuun: The. Hand 
which now holds the Pilgrim's Staff, ſhall be adorned 
with à Palm of Victory; and the Feet which now. tread 
| this hen 3 mall, e'er 2 tand 3 _—_ 
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Ser. VII. Inquiry. about the ald Paths, &c. 10g 
By chi Time, I hope, I have ſaid enough to juſtify | 
the Repreſentation of Religion that we haye in the Text, 
— — roved, by à Variety of Arguments, that it 
y be ſtiled a good Way. In ſhort, the Con- 
3 2 — whole Matter is this; if the Inſtitution of 
the beſt of Beings, the beſt Company, the beſt Entertain 
ment, the belt Guide, a comfortable Review, and a hap- 
py End, be ſufficient to conſtitute any Way good, then 
the Way of Religion, _ yolk alt. eee ood 
Ways +: Mus 
5 conſidered we infiruAive, View that it given 
us of Religion in the Text, I ſhould now proceed to ex- 
plain the Duties here injoined; but reſerving that to a 
future Opportunity, I ſhall cloſe this Diſcourſe with a 
5 Reflection or. U upon eng has —_— _ ay rang | 
Ae ? . | 


"iP alan one Pant of the Nous) that 3 is Ss gent us 
| ” of Religion, we may take Occaſion\to,reproye thoſe 
who * in one me or e per p forſaken the 

: CN $0519, 6 M an Tt 
10 ED 1 
; iT HOPE. 1 ſhall 1 wot be 8 to * my x: e in 
an intemperate Zeal, if 1 fay, that it may be well worth 
our while: to. inquire, why the good old Ways of Chriſti- 
anity are ſo generally deſerted, and many of thoſe Things 
which are Eæervedly thought the diſtinguiſtiing. Glories 
of the Goſpel, are treated with Contempt and Ridicule, 
while a Variety of new Schemes of Religion are _ 
| duced, which, how rational ſoever they may a 
a ſlight: Review, when cloſely examined, ſeem: fadly * i 
cient as to Scripture-Evidence, and not much — cal- 
culated to promote practical Holineſs, which. is the: prin- 
cipal End of all Revelation. But if the Reproof ſhould 
not be ſo juſt and ſeaſonable as to Doctrines, yet, L imagine, 
it may de apply d to a great. many in the preſent Age 
with the utmoſt Propriety as to the practical Part of Re- 
ligion. Our Age is grown ſo extremely. polite, that 
there are Multitudes amongſt us that; think Religion a 
very unfaſhionable Part of a Character; there are many 
that look upon it as an antiquated Thing, and chat every 
n Trifle that either the wo or Vanity of Men can 
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3 e 


aw. oF a C rand". Ser. VII. 
Invent, is to be preferred before it: Their pious Fore- 
fathers, who trod the Paths of Virtue, ae diaubadferid | 
A 4 0 deluded, miſguided, mean-ſpirited Crea- 

e Anas er trangers to this modern 
refined Taſte ; they cannot but think themſelves very 
— — Ver Age in which the 
Ju able Reftrrint Piety and Virtue are ſo generally 
S ye kegel yore, gs | 
nifeſt any Concern about their immortal Souls, or to 
make any Proviſion for a future State. If there be an 7 
ſuch here (though methinles, OE OILS | 
our Aſſembly they act quite out of Character) I fay, if 
. r 3 | 
A 


. ae aus has Hoon kaig to illoftrate the — 
neſs of a religious Courſe, we may learn the great 
- Miſtake of thoſe who er eee 2 
e ee ee 
nn are a great many Parkes wks: 150 very 
range Notions of Neal 5 22 ima ine it's the moſt 
gloomy uncomfortable Vorld ; and that 
there is neither Honour, nor — rt nor Profit attend- 
ing it: But, if what has — upon this Subject 
de true, and that it is true, I think I may appeal to the 
Word of Gov, and the Experience of all * that 


theſe Perſons are in a roſs Error; and 
rey would be eee gie 


ſuaded, that 4 
[Miſtake if — > y to examine the Merits of 


the Cauſe, : e would be prevailed up- 
onchemſis nx prop: Mane A to make the Experi- 
— entering upon and ſteadil 2 4 ere of 


For the preſent, I-woul | oly'beg 
Jy compare the Way of Religion be good 
Man walks, and the Way of thoſe which 12 
the Une What is the Way in which the Sinner 
avalks,' Ta which ke runs wh e ge Prtiptancy ? 
Of old, Sinners were — 4 A is 
wor 
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aſe it may be j 
blind. As for a and comfortable 3 the 
SEL he . tannot 
— Te ä CIENCE 3 its 
_ - CN e Angi 
But, 2 2 t wi 0 be! Surely 
the Way i in which ET down to 
Pit of Hell, the 9 — _— eternal Miſery ; 
2 Tadigna cxerlafling F. 7 Tribulation Barg Arz, 
5 erlaſting eg of 117 at Ws 
ral. — pk Compari of he ns 1 
of the Sin e Way of the Sint? x 
leaſt Shadow''of of Reaſon för Tae sn te ? 
latter? ſurely; there is not. r tall Then cloſe al wich y 
the Exhortation of the wiſe Man; Enter not inte * | 
| Path of the wicked, and go not in the, . ay. of evil 1 
Avoid it, paſs not 'b Py turn from it, and ' paſe away. 
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4 for your Sou, — , * 15 * Wen u bed. 
1 S, 
H E moſt natuzal Scheme which offered it- 
SJ ſelf to my Thoughts when I firſt propoſed 
diſcourſing on theſe Words, was this; (i.) 
8 to conſider the inſtructive View that is here 
given us of Religion ; it's repreſented as ths 
old Paths and the good Wah (2.) To explain the Duties 
here injoined; 9c : 5k for the 
old Paths, and x (3-) To 
unfold the rich, which theſs 


Reft to your Souls. 1 
Tux firſt of theſe 1 3 already f f -oken to 


largely. In the firſt Place, I have obferved. 0 
E the View which is here given us of Rel gion, 
ents it as an ancient - It's called the old Puehs 
r ehilcavoured 98 this Phraſe, to lead you. 
— oa 


$ N 


* 


Ser. VIII. Of ſerious Confideration, &. ti" 
to the original Senſe of it, and the p'rticplit Ide“? 
which it was intended to conxey wo the Fee td hom 
the Words were immediately directed. I haye alſo ew] 
you with what Propriety it may be applied to the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, and how juſtly this Part of the Prophet's 


Exhortation may be addreſſed to the profeſſing Chriſtians 


of the preſent Age. I then proceeded in the, ſecond 
Place, to conſider the peculiar Advantages attending WW 
Coarſe of Religion which ſeem to be imply'd when ns 

called the good Way. This Repreſentation of Religion 
is undoubtedly true, if we conſider the Words in their 
original Senſe, as * to the Mo/aick Diſpenſation; 
but, I apprehend, the Truth and Propriety of it will 
appear in a more evident Manner, if we apply it to the 
Religion of Feſus, and conſider it as repreſenting the 
Chriſtian-Diſpenſation. Now, in order to prove that Re- 
ligion is a good Way, I have obſerved in the general, that 
it might well deſerve this Character, as it's marked out to 
ns by à good and glorious Gov, the moſt benevolent of 
Beings, who, in all his Dealings with his Creatures, con- 
ſults their Benefit, as well as his own Glory. But, for the 
more particular Illuſtration of this Part of the Reprefenta- 
tion in the Text, I have obſerved, (i.) That the Way of 
Religion will appear to be a good Way, if we confider 
that we have in it the beſt of Company. (2.) As there is 


= rich Variety of good' Entertainment to be found in =. - 


_ —- "joined in the Text, 


(3.) As in it, we may always —_ a ſuitable Guide. 
(4) As it will afford 8. agreeable Review. And laſtly, : 
as it will end well. Such is the Account that Rraſon, 
as well as Scripture, gives us of the Way of Religion.” | 
I would hope that the very Deſcription of Religion, as 
it is given us in my Text, 's enough to ingage ſome of 
us to ſet forward in that good Way, and L — pur 
ſue it with greater Conſtancy and Diligence. If you are 
thus inclined and thus diſpoſed, you will ſeriouſfy at- 
tend, while in the ſecond Place. We 


II. I enpzavous to explain the Duties that are in 


Wuien you ſee are comprehended in theſe ſeveral 


| Phraſes; Stand: in the Ways and ſee, all for the oli 
E238. 1 | Fo 1285 15 Paths 


114 Of ferinis;Confileration and Ser. VIII. 
Paths and the g ood ay, and walk therein. More par- 
ticularly. I an ghee, th that theſe 8 do 50 


fea: 1 acqu with po we Ws Og Reli : 


| Ale, th ; and that when we are inſtructed what Courſe to 


then we diligently and fteadily purſue it. . 
1. W exhorted in the Text, to uſe | | 
PENS 10 rae conn ware of 


TA PIERS imphy'a, when cut, Feat * 

5 is; and ſee, ak for the Paths, where is n 
2 855 L. have e to you, al 20h. Jaw 5 

reſume. the bogs, x that s apbet here 

Fer ho s gn A 40! 

ad kno not e, W. 


** 


a 


IT reat V as of Ha themfe ves to us; 
: 2 are the wy that lead NT the Chambers of 
Death an and the. Pit of Hell, and but one, and that a nar- 
row ane. too, that leads to eternal Life. And, does it 
not then highly concern us to know which this Way i is, 
and how we are to conduct ourſelves in it? Now, in or- 
der to our arriving at this Knowledge, the Text recom- 
mends two Things as very neceſſary, wiz. ſerious Conſi- 
deration with x and diligent Inquiry of others; 
Stand e in 1 Rp and ſet, and ack for. the old Lathe, | 


* L , 
* * e 


e — beau te Pate, 115 


ider 1 8 —— 8 
Sent  exys, they are, an if the Prophet 
exhort and, con you, in the Name 

a. f gn a While and refleft on the 


ts, — ne 


D3 and {crjouſly. 
vill lead, von, = 
af it, 32 ma 
—— 1 Conũ- 


wo | 
e Repu) and, if 1 
in. cry 1 3 


| ppon thy 520836 cs am ney Chl 
Fr d for it, beſides what my -Textdur- 
niſhes us with, there is a, lain and. — 

this Purpoſe; »* Thur Jaich the Lord of ee 
der your Wipe. | And to how chat. It wes 6; Manter.of, 


M 


the gr „ the Duty. is again inculcated, 
Verſe 7. Thu er th 22 Lord, conſidur — It 
was Conſiderat t. brought David to a. true Senſe 
and Practice his 15 as he — declares; 1 
an ty 1 ad tho, \ Feet. unto 
thy eftimonies. And, indeed, we — ou tak 75 a 
Point gain'd, if Sinners could but be perſuaded 


of their Ways, 12 e their own Hearts, __ 
themſelyes ſame ll Queſtions as theſe: What is tha 
Way in which Lr ee 


% the Wa 75 1 ? iir een Mex? 
is it a ? how ame 1 imo it Rs ——- 
4 x it 1 


„ Hag. i. 5. * Pfal, exix. 9 5 


116 . Ser. Vn. | 
« it lead? what will be the End of theſe Things? is 


= there no better Way; if chere is, why do 1 not enter 
N it and purſue it“ What, en the ker 
from thoſe ho never give chemſelves 


can be ex 


Leave to think, but go on from Day to Day in a ir- 


ele of vain unprofitable Pleaſures and 2 whoſe 
Minds are either'drowned in Luxu Fa ery,” « ot 
loſt in a continual Sucteſſion of anti 
tunate Trifles, what; but that they wander on ao 


Deſtruction? - Indeed, forhe Degree of 705863 on 
ſeerts abſolutely neceffary to render what we call © 


ligious Actions, acceptable to Gop, for he .dema I 


_ reaſonable Service. Now one cannot imagine bow a 


ligion, taken ap merely in 2 Pang, and without mature 


on to | 
that a Religion, has taken up, will on be 100 255 
maſt” certainly” diſcover © 


| Deliberation, can, with any Propfiety, have that Dena; 
. 'Bolides, © e e oF 


And ſuch a 
— of Wenlrneſb, and *expole the "Perſon: who' 


os beagtifal ly ſented by our Lord, In his Para- 
ble of the Man, 110 het to build' withour firſt fitting 


down' to count the Coſt, got) conſider ether he had E- 


nough' to finiſh- what he undertook, by which Means, 


—_— had laid the Foundation, ke had'not wherewith-, | 


al 'to'taile the Superſtructure, which expoſed him 'to the 
R of all that took Notice of it; for all that paſſ- 
ed by would ſay, in a deriding Manner, * This Man ber 
gan #6 build, but was not able to finiſh. Let us then, 
my Friends, fit down and count the Coſt; let us caſt a- 


bout in our Minds What it is to be à true Chriſtian, 


what we mauſt do, and ſuffer, and t with, "if will 
e ce Coats of e ro oh 
I Mon further add upon chil Head, that corifider- 
5 the great Variety of wrong — and 1 Faths 


1 „ e 5 


a 


a #4 » & 
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ous'Carez, or impor- | 


- 8 
8 58 ne | 


Silly of it, to a great deal of Shame, as well a8. Danger. 
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abſolutely. neceſſary, in — bat ants e 
wi wi Ways, of ors ira 


u 5 al 


* q 4 „ * 
ac beit: 1 


2. BES DES with ourſelves 
30: Wi Proper external Means are toilbe .uſed for — i” 


TFurpoſe, and we hould diligently inquire of others 
. een er ann 10 an 
| Db Hat [3:77 


5 only. to land in the Wa 3 
fre but 7 to. au forte old: — 10 . 


this Reſp night properly 
) that in a great 
x largement for, the Tho — 2 
. . 2 —— wy 
ney” Are VERY important, hope 3 
11 Wig introduce ſome of: them them again, in ſome- | 
of a nt. View, and huildea proper Exbor- 


talen o what dee then ancleau ouring 10 fas 
I (AD. we would know-what is this good Way, let 
us Ch inquire of: the Word of» Gon concerning 
1 aer er are me ben Religion from: cheir A. | 
s, for they were written on Purpoſe to be our Guide 
. - of Religion. It was for this End no 
Men of old ſhake as they, cvere. aud iy the; Holy Ggf. 
Ang *. Scripture 1 is _ Aspiration, and 1 


. 
Ble far. Srine, for for Correction, for» Inflruc- 
tion in Righteouſneſs... That the: Man ef GOD maybe} 


perf 2, 4770 noughly furnifhtd 'wnta' all goed Mord: In the 

0.D, or, Way is as exactly traced out, as in 

9 Chart, and there we have the moſt lively De- 
5 of the Country towards which we are to ſteer 

our Courſe ; there ye are expteſsly and plainly'told what - 

ary. to be. believed, and What 4o be practiſed in) 

*. A Traveller, who has got a Draught 

& e will be oſten pulling it out and” 

OX (ky Fa — he is right 

the Method that we ſhould: 

d d hs We — ine Word of Gon the 
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e e ye EE 
long Chrfiſt, and hav 
— diene Things? 

let us be earneſt and im 


at the Throne of 
Grace for Dine Direction. There ir eber YeRehEs Ie 


Gov ; let us deſire to de taugh * N, | I 

— let” Bi ath- it of GOD, 

e Mor liberally und wybraideeh aut, ah 
given bim. Week told; Rind 


cially, — * er ; 4 
Tord. in which Re has ihuftrated che Readineſe of Gop” 
bo give his SpirirbY/ that of nabeafthily-Parehe to hearken” 


»A mi. 26. + James l. 5% 1 F . 1j. 


eee —_— W ab + 0 es SY, 


vas Tony na rb 


e A be. 
evil, know how to give good Gi ber, Ce, 


nuch more ſhall your 2 ry the Hop 85 wor 
to thin that a im 22 preg you, me a 
ſhall be given to you'; ſeek and ye 7. fad; knack 24 17 


Hall hs opened to you ; for evtry one that dtheth gerei deb; 
and he thut ſetketh findeth'; ant to hint thar Rubel ir 
Gall be opentd; While we have ſuch a Promiſe, Lam 
ſure we can have no Doubt of the Willingnels of Gon 
do direct us into the Wi; und tee l as Hale 
Room to ſuſpect the Ability of One whoſe Underſtand- i 
ing is unſtarchäble, and whoſe Wiſdom is infinite, 
Tuts I tnve briefly e vxplained the firſt Part of the 
Puty injoined® in the Text,” and have 'cbnfideted what 
od we are to take in Order to become truly acquaint- 
ed with the Ways. of Religi My Stand ye in the 9 2 
70 en ark for the | Paths Pre 
Naß and have ſhewn' you thr theſe F TX "a 
fc ferious Conſideration” in * gms Yr 7 i- 
gent Inquiry of 6thers chat are able to give us any Affft. 
ance in the Afflir. But then, ſince we muſt not let the 
Matter reſt here'; it would Anif but little for a Travel-⸗ 
ler to habe the moſt accurate Knowledge of the Courſe 
he is to take, if he did not ſet himfelf to diſpatch his 
Journty:* I thetefore now proceed 3 of 


the'Dury urged in he Text, and add, 
— e eee 


* 25 


and when we have e mY, 
Walk in it. F 

We are not only com commanded to and is the . ay 

&c. but to walk thertin. r indeed, all a | 


ſuits after Kncwedge, ſhould be be vi 4 View to practice; 
a wiſe' Heat wilt be of little Service to us if it be not 
attendetl Wit a ſound" Heart, aud a regular Conveffation: 
N Knowledye'of our Duty wi be ct od ex- 
1 Neglect as to th Pele 7 2 that it 
a peculiar Aggravation of our Guilt; T A at 
Brea «whe tne bii Lord's Will and did it =, _ 


» Loke of 9, Ge. + Lukexii, 4). 


5 2 b s 


— ” N 9 ** 


120 O ſerine Confilerition add ſhes vill. 
deſervedly beaten with. many Stripes. * I e Gree 


2 Things, happy are ye if ye do them. Te * know, 
| the god Vl Vay. gin, happy are ye if ye walk in 
Order to make this Part of my Subject as uſeful 


it practical as I can, I hall conſider the Expreſſions - 
in my Text, as implying the following Things — 
that we immediately enter upon a religious Courſe —- 


that we proceed in it with Caution and Circumſpection 


that we endeavour to make à continnal Progreſs in 


it ——and that we perſeyere t the End of it, 


"Oy Wn, we are commanded * walk ; in this g 
Way, at may intimate, that we ſhould pili om 


af; 


ee n ene 


* T's not fad, . ask for the old Paths a ped? Wa, | 
W 


a uſe all proper Methods towards procuring the led 
of your Duty, and then, when you have formed a Judg-, 
ment on the 'Queſtion, give yourſelyes no further Trou- 


ble; but it's immediately added, avalk therein; ſet a- 


bout the great Buſineſs of Religion without Delay. It 
cannot be our Duty to ſuſpend our Reſolutions relating 
to the Practice of Religion, till we are perfectly acquaint- 
ed with every Part of it; fince, if this were the Caſe, 
— ractical Religion would be intirely deſtroyed, and we 
ſpend our whole Lives in a continual, and, in ſome 
Meaſure, a fruitleſs Search after Truth. For, accord- 


| ing to the preſent State of Things, and conſidering the 


Weakneſs and Imperfection of the human Mind, it's 
impoſſible that we ſhould ever, in this Life, attain to a 


perfect Knowledge of every Part of Religion, and eſpe- 


cially the Chriſtian- Diſpenſation. There are many Things 
in it, that are 77 beyond the Graſp cf human .Compre-. . 
henſion, many glorious Myſteries, the full Unfolding of. 


which will be the delightful Buſineſs and Entertainment 


of the heavenly World. But then, bleſſed be Gon, it 
ia not abloluxely neceſſary that we ſhould know what. 
is not Plainiy revealed to us, and what Moſes ſays in 
e to the 7 8 Dis n is equally = 
W 
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enter upon a . n . due eee 8 
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ht Beth, bee, - 12 


& hy to the Chriſtian, * Sceret Thi . s Ne 1% 
GOD, but thoſe. Things which are revealed belong to ut 
and to our Children, for ever, that aue may. 4. all the, 
Words "x, thit Law. The Way of our Du 
is ex plain and eaßy; fo it is r. 

Way of e is ſo direct and plain, that the Wor 
faring Men, though. . Fools, Hall not err therein. - "Thoſe 
Things that have an immediate Influence upon our Con- 
duct are ſoon learned; ; and, as for Matters of mere Spe- 
culation, they are not abſolutely neceflary. to be known. 
Now it would be the moſt ridiculous Thing in the World 
to refuſe to practiſe upon known and evident Truths, 
becauſe there are ſome Things of leſs Importance that 
we cannot penetrate. into, w which would be as if a Man 
ſhould refuſe to eat till bed could perfectly underſtand the 
whole Secret of muſeular Motion, by which the Food is 
1 or all the animal Occonomy by which. it is 

ige 

ara if we conſider the vaſt e of 
Religion, we ſhall ſee but little Reaſon to deliberate a 
long Time, Whether or no we had beſt to ſet forward in 
a religious Opurſe. e, The Practice of Religion, Sirs, is 
what we were ſent . into the 2 Wark Ki purpoſe for "ith 
this is neceſſarily coeds our, preſent Happinels ;. on 
this depends. gur eternal Intereſt; dow is there any 
Room then to debate in our Minds, whether we. Hould' 
immediately apply ourſelves to it or not? 

Oxce more; let PF ſeriouſly conſider the Shortneſs 
and Uncertainty 'of the Time t at is allowed us for the 
Tranſaction of An important Buſineſs, If we were all 
ſure that our, Lives ,would be extended to a; much longer 
Period than Men commonly live, yet all that Time Ts - 
little pong to 1 1 in preparing for Eternity, 
and diſpatch ourney that is before us. 
And 1 my 2 e none of it ought to be loſt in 
Idleneſs and InaQtivity, or, which is -infinitely worſe, 
2 away in the Purſuit of Vanity and Sin. But 

o of us can confidently aſfure himſelf that he ſhall 
live to ſee old Age and ſurviye many future Years? 1 
hope, Sirs, 8 795 are none of us that need to be convinc- 

ed, that it's poſſible. for young, Perſons to die 1 are 


e XXiX, 29, ch 3. | 


1 G fd, Cosi Str. VIII. 
ſcusdden eee ommon amengſt us, as 
td. leave us Room certainly to care that we Thall have 
ty OS of our End, ſo as to prepare for'it juſt | 
7 it's com} uus: Neu, therefore, 5s the. accepted 
Time, wow 5 th th of SA Et us e the 
Lond aubile he 17 h Fund, call. upon him 
| 1 tet the unrighteqcs Mas for fake his N. 1, and 1 
al Bi. Tags, and let him turn to the 7 d and he 
avill 706 85 upon him, and to our GOD, for be 
vp abundantly no O let us never think it 700 eon 
to wa im the „ e gion, leſt 


5 e be tally Fre the End of our 
Lives ene u of Reti e 
e Jate to attempt 8 


2. Tux Phraſe in the Text the tant” Ma 
we thould proceed in a religious Courſe with the 
_ © greateſt Caution and Cireumſpection. _ 


Vo know in walking, it's uſual for a Perſon to R 
: his orb continually wo. his Way, left urn ke 
tara Repreſent Thing thot tes before him. This is a very 
_ Repreſentation of the Chriſtian's Duty ;'and there- 
, we I by the Apoſtle to avalk ret, 
5 And, indeed, he chat ſees not the Teed there is of 
| ution'and Watthfulneſs in the Chriſtian's rb 3 
pears plainly to be an * RR to it. 

der the Weakneſs, Treachery, and dee i of our 
ewn Hearts ; if we cotifider the Extent and Purity of the | 
divine Law, and withal reflect upon the yarſous Occafi- 
ons of taribling and falling chat lie before. us, I am per- 
ſuaded we ſhall fre bent Reafon to walk W ve 
+. Our Path lies through a vain, Haring, on! | 
World, where there are ten Ten thouſand ObjeQs to 7A 
dige us ont of dur Way; we are walking through a 
Wilderneſs that is full of 1 Pits and Snares, into w 125 
are liable to fall, or b which we are in Dunger of being 
intangled, unleſs we ſet dur Steps with the Cau- 
tion. Snares ſurfound us on every Side ; Snares attend 
2 05 Age and Station, every Circumſtance and Relati- 
vn, every Profeſſion and Imployment of Life. Beſides, 


FS there 


Fs 


ele Our, vi. s. F Epher, v. 15. 


ee e TT LP 1 py calls, 8" 


us therefore, 


and it will be well worth our chile to Jy ico in our 
Minds, and a& upon it. But One infinitely than 


Care and Endeavour chat our Attainments in Views ant 
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turn us out 
ie Deſtruction; and if they 


ſpiritnal Enemies that lie in Wait 240 
FF | 


faibof 
their Succeſs in that Attempt, yet thæꝝ will imploy. all aheir 
a diſhonourable 


Malice and Subtilty to render our Walk to 
Go p and Reli and uncomfortable to ourſelves. Let 

iflians, have our Eyes about us, and be 
upon our Guard, left we be caught by ſome of thele 
Snares, or fall a fatal Prey to the Enemies of our Salva- 


tion. To aſe the Words of the wiſe Man, which ſeem 


ſuitable to the preſent Occaſion, Las your! Des 
hot right an, 4 Dy. Mus look flrait before pot. 


. 1 yore a Heathen 


much to my preſent Purpoſe; % A, in 
ys he, you taks Hoed that you ſilledcmor 


p your 2 and wound yo. 
* ſelves; ſo, in your Conduct in Life, you ſhould be 


«« very careful that you hurt not yourſelves, or do any 
10 that ſhall be prejudicial to others.” A very 
uſeful Maxim for us to obſerve in our Chriftian-Courſe ; 


Epictetus is here; let us hearlcen to the Rules, and act 


upon the Advice and Command which our bleſſed Lord 
355 for all ng 3 . | 


3 >: Tux Exportion 4 in my Text may imply, ee 
% we ſhould be to make continual. Pro- 
40 ae in a religious { Courſe.” 5 2255 ; 5 — 25 


Tarv cannot be ſaid to walk, that do not-go-forwand 
nf got ; ſo I fear, chat Perſon is an intire Stran- 
ger to good Way s of Religion, and has never yet 
entered upon them, Abe does not make ſome Adratce 5, 
in them. Let us ſee to it then, that, to tlie 
Exhortation of the Apc we 2 that 
we be continually in divine 
and in the Practice of 


* 
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chat we injoy for ious Improvement, and that 
8 Fruitfulneſs in good Wale, may be more anſwera- 
bie to the Cultivations we are under. In this Reſpect, 
let us imitate the Example of the great Apoſtle St. Paul; 
let us not think that 2 1 * AP 'attained, either 
are already perfeet ; one Thing lit us do, et · 
ting thoſe Things which are behind ; ket us reach forget 
the that are before, and preſs tocnards the Mark, " 
the Prize of the high Calling of G O D in Chrift Feſus. 
As every revolving Day ſhortens our remaining. Journey, 
and brings us nearer to the End of our Lives, let us ſec 
to it, that each Day is Witneſs to ſome. Steps in our re- 
ligious Courſe, and leaves the great Buſineſs of Life 
Proportionably diſpatched. It is the growing Chriſtian, 
whoſe Rvidences of Sincerity are brighteſt, . his Com- 
forts greateſt, whoſe Hopes are moſt ſolid, and whoſe | 


he N lvl gp 


nnn we, ac 3 0 n n chal; old. 
+ Parka amd, good Way, it may intimate, that it is 


ag oF our Duty to ones S an ernogrt ir 


Ids. not merely our enterin ſpeedily upon this a 
| Way, nor our cautious and ce apes Gap 
conſiderable Progeſs in it, but our reſolute Continuance 
in it, during our whole Lives, that will bring us with 
_ Safety 838 to 1s Gere rol it. . It will not map 
a Trave urpoſe, who a neceſſary ourney be- 
fore him, to proceed a little Way in it, gre give 
over, or take a different Path that way a contrary 
Way. So in the Ways of Religion, he, and he only, 
that holds ont to the End ſhall. be ſaved. It's not a ſud- 
den Fit of Religion and a tranſporting Pan of - pious 
Conviction, or violent Reſolution, that will ſecure to 
. Man the glorious Rewards of Eternity, or ap 

the Sincerity of that Faith which unites him to Chriſt, 
For, we are told, that eternal Life is reſerved only for them 
+ tube by: patient Continuance in Well-doing, fork for Gl 
29, and. Hohour, and Immortality. How. briſkly ſoever 
the Chriftian-Racer may ſet out in his Courſe, bs how 
2 he may out · ſtrip others for a while, 5 


* 2; Phil. iii. 12, 13, 14. 3 bs 7. 


Ser. VIII. Inquiry about the old Pale Ke. 126 


he will not /o run as to obtain, unleſs he holds out 
to the End of his Courſe,; for he muſt neceſſarily 
reach the Goal before he can receive the Prine. And. 
| Apoſtates ſhall not only fail of the Reward, but, as their 
_ Guilt will be aggravated, their Condenmition and Miſe-- _ - 
ry will be proportionably ſo, according to what the 
Author to the Hebrews obſeryes, that if any 1 fon wil- 
fully, after they have _ received the Know reli 2 ehe 
7 2 there remains no more Sacrifice for pg 
certain fearful Looking for 0 Indignation to devour 
thoſe — 2 wh = was Ki Conſideration 
that made a pious Divine utter ſuch awful Words as 
theſe; © If, 5 he, I was upon the Borders of Hell, 
and muſt unavoidably ſink into it, and, if Gop would | 
08 233 me to preſent ane Petition, it ſhould be this; 
rd r ſave me from the Hell of 
„ Apoſiates,” Therefore, Chriſtians, let us not be 
weary of well- doing, for, in due Time we ſhall reap, 
if we faint not; let nothing turn us aſide out of this 
good Way ; let no Conſideration whatever, prevail with 
us, to quit this ſacred Path; let us be hunible for out 
former Wanderings and Deviations, and reſolve in the di- 
vine Stren * = for the future, our Goodneſs ſhall 
not be Mie the morning Cloud, and early Dew, that 
ſoon paſſeth away, but ; A we will be faithful unto the 
28. that ſo we may obtain the Crown of eternal 
9...” 

Tavs I conclude this Head, and leavin the reſt of - 
my Subject to another Opportunity, I ſhall cloſe this Dit. 
courſe with the Apoſtle's Exhortation to the Corinthian ; H 
Þ+ Therefore, my beloved Brethren, be ye ftedfaſft, unmove- 
able, akways abounding in the Work: of tbe id, foraſ- 
much as you know that your Labour is not in vain in the 
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2 the Lord,. Stand ye in FRED i 
ſee,” and aſk for the old Paths, where is tht 
good Way ? an en 


Re for your Souls,” 


J OTH Fob ferve 8 3 . was | 
the fly Inſinuation of — el 
— 1 — againſt that | 
right Man; intending to 8 | 
GEE 9 — in his Rel agg, 
that ke choſe a Courſe of Piety, in —— 
mote his temporal Intereſt: But the Charge- was as 
ſe and unjuſt, as it was ill-natur'd and cruel. If the 
ſame Queſtion ſhould be put to us, we need not heſitate long 
for an Anſwer, but may chearfully reply, that we have 
not ſuch a hard Maſter to work for, as requires us to 
ſerve him for Nought; no, Godlineſs is great Gain 3 
nor is it mercenary for us to have Reſpe& to the Recom- 
pence of Reward; if it were, why do our Bibles abound 
* o many rich and rien, Promiſes ? Why is Obe- 


er 


Ser. MK. — Fab Re. 1 
dience by the 5 | 

and — Recompenſe? I have had: 'Qecaſion for- 

merly, to obſerve to you, how agr. 8 5 
Promiſes: are mixed in the Word of Gon; 
Variety of Inſtances, the one — was 
the other; and the Subject that Lam now' upon, natw- 


Le e s 8 oy 3 * 
Promiſe; 2 ene ger 
the Words were immediately addreſſed, it may intimate, 


that, upon their with the Prophets Exhor- . 
tation, they ſhould be freed from that Terror and Con- 
ſternation of Mind, under which they then laboured, on 
account of thoſe dreadful, national 2 Which 


conſider the W 


| — 5 


Nature, wy —— ror Things which wilt — 
the Peace of them, ſhould be moſt dear and valuable to 
us. The Soul is the moſt . and, 
| VOTE the Peace and — PEE of ">" 

#+- 1 — 


T woo, * Y ” N - by * : ” * » * a 
LY 


e eee uh be Rep of . 
Saul, I ſay, that is here promiſed ; and, indeed, Reli- 
4 does not always „„ 
3 J b e ee- Bere ſometime, it ſo hap- 
eee d Man has the greateſt Share of them. 

t then, wa ion does not entirely exempt Men 
are Teac of Ne commen vr yet any Thing 
Soul to er 3 any * ; 
others can have Recourſe to, as I mall take Occaſion to 
| ſhow more particularly hereafter. |. True Peace, Sirs, ſo- 
þ N — the ny, — _ 
tained, but a religious a Dili- 
nce in ae xray theſe old Paths, and: theſe good 
Hays, and a Care to walk conſtantly and ſteadily in 
them. This 1 3 
Scriptures, a8 ag particularly; May, are 
Ways of Pleaſantneſi, and all her Paths are: Peace. It 
is with a Promiſe of Ref fo our Souls,: that Chriſt in- 
vites Sinners to come to kim, [+ Come: unto me, all ye 
that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you | 
Reſt; tate my Toke upon you, amd learni:of mt, and ye 
Hall find Reft utito-yaur Souls; where you will obſerve, 
that the ſame Words ate uſed; aa thoſe in my Text. 
Thus, you ſee, in how harmonious a Manner, the Old 
Teſtament and the New join, to recommend a Courſe. of 
Religion, as the ſureſt and moſt infallible Way to true 
Peace and Reſt. But, I 1 imagine, it will be worth While, 
to deſcend unto ſome Particulars for the IIluſtration of this 
| great Promiſe; and, therefore, give me Leave to obſerve; 
that thoſe who walk in this — Way, Gall find Reft 
to their Souls — as they ſhall be free from the uneaſy 
Doubts and Anxieties of Mind, which ariſe from an Un- 
certainty. as to the Way they are going and freed from 
- the Terrors of a guilty Conſcience the Uneaſineſs of 
unruly Paſſions— yea, as they ſhall be ane to ever- 


h HON eee ati Mn 


50 T HEY that purſue a religious Courſe with Steadi- 
22 and Conſtancy, ſhall find Reſt to their Souls, 
% as they ſhall be free from thoſe uneaſy Doubts 
« e of 'che Mind, 2” IG 

1 66 * 


| e Prov. 1. 7. + Mat, x, as, 29. 
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25 ner. ee 5 
going.“ TY | Ae 


Tais Remark may p roperly be Mattrated, by com- 
3 the Metaphor * A of in my Text. How 
many anxious and diſturbing Thoughts fill the Mind of 
the Traveller, who is in continual Doubt about his Way ; 
and, eſpecially, if he has any ſtrong Suſpicion that he 
bas taken the wrong, when he conſiders that he is going 

he knows not. whither, and may have all thoſe | 
Steps to tread back again ; and, above all, if he has any 

| Reaſon to think, that the Way i in which he is going, is 
| hazardous and may lead him to ſudden Deſtruction. I 
fay, ſuch a one cannot injoy any Peace in his own Mind, 
while in ſuch perpetual Uncertainty, as to a Caſe in which 
his Safety is ſo immediately concerned. So the poor un- 
happy Wretch, who — * the blind Paths of Inſideli- 
ty and Irreligion, is continually expoſed to the moſt tor- 
menting Fears and Jealouſies, leaſt, he ſhould finally 


be mi . And what Pains ſoever ſuch; àa one may 


take to eraſe out of his Mind, the Perſuaſion of the Fx- 
iſtance of God, and his. Obligation to Religion; and 
though he may treat the awful Realities of a future State 
with Scorn and. Railery, and make a Jeſt of every Thing 
that is ſacred: I fay, what Pains. ſoeyer he may beat, to 
| reaſon himſelf into a Perſuaſion, that all theſe importanr 
Things which Miniſters talk ſo. much about, are but idle 
Tales, and chimerical Fables, yet he ean hever fo far 
amuſe his Conſcience, as to get aboye the Suſpicion, thar 
it is poſſible theſe Things may be otherwiſe than he ima- 
gines. And that after all his impious Argaments to 
make himſelf believe, that his E ſhall be like that of 
Bruits that periſh, yet his Con cience will ſome Fime 
tell him, that it is, at leaſt, poffible that he may bea 
Man, that his Soul may be immortal, and that he, him- 
ſelf may be the proper Subject of moral Government;. 
and therefore to be dealt with in the Way of future Re: 
wards and Puniſhments, ;. nay, ſo far is he from arriving 
at full Satisfaction from his atheiſtical Principles, that he is 
frequently teirified with the moſt diſmal, Apprehenſtons, 
leſt the contrary ſhould, be true. And, indsed, how can 
it be otherwiſe, hen och gn. inhuman Violence is = 
5 G's ear 


Ty 55 fl ration 
ed to the Mind, and it is forcibly Large to embrace 
thoſe Principles as true, which it naturally abhors, and 
the Evidence of which is ſo far from amounting to a 
Demonſtration, that it will not bear the Examination of 
one Hour of cool and impartial Reafoning? But for ati - 
invincible Proof of the uneaſy Doubts and 8 
chat torment the Mind of foch a one, we need only to 
dblerve, how he generally behaves when under h. 
Frocons of Fate (for he will not allow of a wiſe By 
8 that governs the World ) and, eſpecial! ee 
prehends himſelf in the near Approaches of Death; 
a a len, gloomy Silence and Reſerve, or an affected Bra - 
very, that ſeems to à diſcerning Exe, to have its Foun- 
dation in Pride, and to belie the Heart, a Maſk of er. | 
rage, under which a pale Face is often ſeen, in 
Fo Diſſimulation, is the moſt glorious and boaſted 2 of 
uch a Sinner, and that in which his wretched Aſſociates 
you But how often is the Fit of Trembling ſo ſtrong 
im, that the Maſk falls of ! And then 91 Horrors 
eize > his guilty Conſcience, and what Fears break in up- 
on him with a terrible Violence; all the pleaſant Railery, 
with which he uſed to treat religious Subjects, afford but 
a. ©, pour Cordial to revive his 4 ane 1550 Ss, finking ander a Load 
of aggravated Guilt ; and all that Obſtinacy, with which 
he endeavoured to reject the Evidences natural Reli- 
1 n, Fea to ſhut 7. 4 the Ln of 8 will not 
rt m 5 dread Expectation proach- 
| Y O, who would not dread ſuch a Caſe 
As DG et Who would not. be willing to take any Me- 
thod to be ſecure from ſuch Anxiety and Terror! Now, 
the only Way to avoid theſe uneaſy Doubts and Suſpici- 
ons 5 to follow the Exhortation in my Text, and to 
A in the good Way of Reli gion. How eaſy and fatiſ- 
221 may the good 200 Mat be in the Choice that he He 
made! With Shar Chearfulneſs ma 
Calamity of Life, every Frown of e and whore. 
Death fete For though we ſhould allow, that the 
on which we ground our Obligations to Relis 


p when bs vally probable as Gas by 8 5 which the 


TW '"Atheift, and obſlinare I | 
10 lull kink aſleep in ee yet ſurely, the 


religiouè Man has infinitely the Advantage-of theothery/ 


— no — — ended er chr as te | 
fooliſhly endeavoured to perſuade: 124 wür find 
e 
W. t n to ty 
1 — how eaſily we can * rA 
own darling Hypotheſis, nd defend the- 
. Cauſe: x againſt the Atheiſts Loa, with-- 
—— into the Merits of it, . thoſe 
Reaſonings en which the main fireſs of The we 
depends. Bat, to conelude this Nead 3: if theſe * 
de duly 5 70 
conſiderable Advantage of a —— that ir 


Faun and Abri. 


| * Tyosy who walle in the gue” elipior, . 
5 ſnall find Reſt to their Souls, e d be 

5 825 delivered from. the Ter of a” 7 Cort. 
* - 66. ſcience,” 3 1427 | eee FIre : 


1 Nez the all-wiſe Aube or ee 
ſorm our Minds in ſuch a Manner, that Trouble and 
Diſquietude neceſlarily attend a Conſciouſneſs: of Gülle, 
and there are none but thoſe | / Creatives, who 
lie under the heavy. Weight of u Gullt, chat 
can tell how great an Enemy it is to "the Peate und Har- 
mony of the Soul. What-a melancholy Change did 
Guilt make in the Circumſtances of our firſt: Parents - E 
turned that innocent” Freedom with which they were 
allowed to converſe with their Creator; into Shame, 

Wenkneſs, and GO ; "4 alt. A dere 
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all the. agreeable Scenes of Paradiſe, and imbittered all 
theic delightful Entertainments. Nor had it this unhap- 
pP Effect upon our firſt Parents alone: for that thoſe of 
their Deſcendants who follow them in their Guilt, -evi- | 
| gently ſhire with them in that Shame and Anguiſh that 

attends it. + There is nb Peace, ſays Gov, to the wicked. 

And, indeed, how is it 2 that the Wretch, who 
goes on in a State of R on againſt Gov, and is in 
'ccntinual Danger of 1 Flames, ſhould, injoy 
Reſt and Peace, whoſe Conſcience flies in his Face, and 
upbraids him with the repeated Inſults and Outrages that 
he has offered to it? Many, indeed, are the unlawful 
Methods which Sinners have Recourſe to, in order get 
rid of this unwelcome Companion ;- they endeavour: to 
drown the Voice of Conſcience in the Noiſe and Hurry 
| of Buſineſs, or to loſe their guilty Fears amongſt the ſoft- | 
er Pleaſures and gayer Amuſements of Life 3 but, alas, 
all Attempts of this Kind are vain and. fruitleſs! For 
' = Man cannot fly from himſelf, and if Conſcience; be 
 filenced for a while, by theſe Methods, it is oply-to 
break in upon his Peace with increaſed Fury. 
we 83 the moſt triumphant Sinner in all che Scenes 
of Life Le eee him, as well 
within and Reti as in Company, I am 
well perſuaded we ſhould — convinced, that it 
Is poffible fora ſmiling Face, to wear a tormented Heart; 
Arn ſuch à Fool's Mirth, is but like the Crackling 
of Thorns under the Pot, which gives e Blaze, 
but is ſoon extinguiſhed, and leaves a Darkneſs more ſen- 
fible and uncomfortable than before. Obſerve how the 
wiſe Man repreſents the almoſt intolerable Condition of 
ſuch Perſons; * The Spirit of a Man will fuftain his; In- 
Irmicy; natural Courage, and Firmnels of Mind, may keep 
- a Man from finking under the Weight of any outward 
_Calamities, zur a Wounded Spirit aubo can bear ? as if he 
had ſaid, it is almoſt impoſdble to bear it. In a Word, 
the Horror of a guilty Conſcience, does, as it were, 
form a Hell upon Earth, and make the Sinner to antici- 
pate the Anguiſh of thoſe, who are continually tormented 
with the Wyrm that never dies, and the Fire that is not 
h Feen New. to what approved: . 1 we 
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apply to heal this terrible. Diſorder of the Mind? - What 
Balm can be poured into this wounded Conſei - 
ence to ſooth and cure it? What Method muſt be taken 
co calm this troubled Sea, and reſtore Peace and Serenity 
to the Mind? Why, my Text tells you, Sirs, it's by 
2 in the good Way of — that we ſhall in 
this Reſpect find Reſt to our Souls. Other Methods may 
be uſed, but alas! ſad Ex . teaches us, that they 
will prove but miſerable: Comforters ! The Goſpel only 
propoſes an effectual Method; there a compleat Pardon 
2s held forth for all our Sins, how many and how aggra- 
vated ſo. ever; *. Though 75 Ring be as Scarlet, they jhall 
be as aubite as e F be red like Crimſon, they 
all be at Wool... — of the dear Redeemer is 
the ſovereign. Balm that can ſooth the Pain of our waund- 
ed Conſciences. He is the tender, ſxilful Phyſician that 
can bind up the Broken-hearted ;,, he can make us hear 
that tranſporting Voice, Son, 'or Daughter, be of good, 
Cheer, thy Sins. are forg ien thee. Do we dread the 
| 7 45 Vengeance 1 Gon? Do tbe Terrors of his 
8 us, * the Excellency of his unſpotted 
Hell mic afraid? Why, the bleſſad Jeſus has 
y ſatisfied his Juſtice, has — the. Honours of 
his Hole, and has render'd the Deity reconcileable to 
his ffending Creatures; ſo that of Enemies and Rebels 
we may become the Friends and Favourites of Go p. Are 
we afraid that the condemning Sentence of a broken Law 
ſhould fink. us into everlaſting Torments, we may know 


for our Comfort, that Chriſt has anſwered th the Demanch * 


of that Law. by his perſect Obedience and Sufferin 1. Mach 
bas made Proyiſion for our Deliverance from the rath 
to come. O Chriſtians, what Ae 
here for Peace, if we have any l 
Pardon is actually granted to us l In this Caſe, how juſtly 
may each of us appropriate the Words of the Plalmiſt, and 
fay, return to thy-Reft, O my Soul, far the Lord hath dealt 
bountifully with thee / **© Conſcience, ceaſe thine Accuſati- 
a, for there is now. no Room for them, my dear Re- 
EEA 
& my Pardon with his own Blood, and has a eee 
ee Es 


ry „1. l. 18. 


134 i. Confideration and - Ser. IX. 
"that to walk: in this good Way, that we are Gi. 
oere and diligent inihe Difchorge & all thoſe Duties that 
are incumbent upon us as Men and as Chriſtiany, that we 
endeavour te dem al Vngodliue ſi and g- Lui, and live 
erh, righteoufly and godlily in this profent vvil World: 
und therefore we ſhall by this Means not only be freed © 
from the Terror of untepented Sin and old unwincelled 
Guilt, or from that which Relaples into now Offenes 
would ſubject us to, but we ſhal} alſo have tlieadditional” 
Pleaſure and Satisfaction that ariſes from the Teſtimony. of 
our. Conſcience to our Sinderity. How does the” ApoRtt 
ay in this! * fr eu, Rejoyeing' is #575, ſays ke, een! 
5 the' Teftimuny of our Conference,” that in Sin a 
godly Sincerity, not with fleſoly Wiſdom; but by thr Grack- 
aer wwe have had. our Converſation in the World. 
Friends, is the Peate and Reſt, the: Foy 


5 Delight of n who walk a ne v1 ade 


85 A Ames Odurte will: n — 


with Reft. to our Souls, © as it will-t-ach us t - 
Gerste and reſttain our warely — which, 


© xe the ia Source of fo-much Wee 


off his Allegiance to his Maſter, the Pas which In 
bis State of Innocence, ſubſiſted in 7 — 
beenme Tyrünts over him, Reaſon I OR 
contioul'd, and without Interruption ſways the Aw: nj | 
5 of the Mind; but theſe mad Uſurpers ſometimes fix 
s =_ in the Throne, and rule alterriately- e 

: and Severity. And what a melancholy Siteation . 
nd muſt this be! What Reft- ext he have who 4 
continnally-a Civil War in his own Breaſt, and is 
the Sport of every ant Paſſion? What: Comfort 
can he have, while theſe infatiable Vultures are inceſſant | 
ly- upon his Heart ? A Man might as well ex. 
to draw / pure Water from a troubled Fountain; or 
i _ Ship ſhould ride-quietly amidſt tempeſtuous Winds. 

Waves, as that'a Mind ſhould be eaſy and com- 


— Af ORGY 


| er f. . 
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fuch as Pride and Avarice, Malice and Envy, Anger and 

„ e ee e Who 

of us i it that cannot tell us, from his own ſad ; 


ence, to what a perpetual Hurry and Per] our Minds 
are expoſed by the immoderate Ind our unruly 
, Paſſions? In a Word, there is no A of the Mind; | 


but what ma) one Way or other prove the'Source of Pain 


and Weakneſs to us, if it is not under proper Regulation 


and Reltraint. Now Religion is an — Remedy 


againſt all theſe; it ſhews us how criminal an exceſſive 200 


Indulgence'of our Paſſions is, it points us to the End and. 
Purpoſe for which they were placed in our Natures, and 
ysdown the moſt clear Rules for the Regulation of them 
it helps „ 
ſhows what are the proper Objects of every Paſſion; it 
tells us what ſhould be loved and what hated; what ſhould 
be feared and what defired and hoped for by us; it teaches 
us eſpecially to moderate our A tions to every ſenlible © 
„ and to fix them on thoſe that are Spiritual and 
Etemai; it informs us of the Dipnity of our Natures; 
. ——— aeulties, and how far 
we act beneath ourſelves, when we ſuffer theſe inferior 
Parts of our Compoſition by which: we are ally d to ;, 


Bates that periſh,” to ufurp the Authority of thoſe boble? 


Powers by which we are related to Angels. For Reit- 
gion lays down the moſt clear Rules for the Government: 
of the Paſſions; it ſtrikes them by the moſt-powerful Mo. 
tives, a Variety of which 1 doubt not bat: yourſelves. 
ran eaſily recollect. But e 
ſerve, ut to walk in 

poſes that our Natures are oe Ain ; yea chatz 
according to the Expreſſion of the! Apoſtle + wr” ave 
pert nf oe Beat both in Body, Soul, and Spirit j that 


to our Paſſions and ffe 
ſappele, "oe thoſe unruly Rebels have been ia ſome Mews 
ſure hs Rs divine TN Crs in-the Heartz and that 
by di and are al- 


e onqueſ, and in ſubtluing 
every thing to the Obedience of them. Now ſurely, Sirs, 
ir aſt be a delightful Situation of Mind,.-to have our 
FIGS woe © e e then eee 


+ . 


nut 
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tight Channel in which they flow, not with a boiſterous and 
noiſy Torrent, but with a gentle Stream, whoſe ſoft Mur- 
: — — Mind to a ſweet Repoſe. I doubt not, 
Chriſtians, I may appeal to the Experience of many of 
you, for a Proof of what I have been obſerving, —— 
you have yourſelves found that the Way of Reſt 
to Reſt of Soul, as it delivers from the U * | 
Anxiety, which is often the Conſequence of . | 
the Affections and Paſſions on wrong Objects, or 
2 Ang them in an improper Degree. Have you not ſome. 
times found, that ſerious Reflection upon the Perfections, 
| Providence and Promiſes of God, frequent Prayer, and 
other ſuch Methods have been vaſtly effectual for intro- 
ducing a ſettled Calm and Serenity in, your Minds, when 
they have been hurried and diſcompoled by turbulent Pal. 
ſions and irregular Affections of one Kind or another? 1 
43 ton. you have. And if at any Time theſe Me- 
N „and the Uneaſineſs and Tu- 
mult have ſtill continued, we ſhould do well to conſiden 
whether the F. was in the Remedy Shot yrs applied; | 
JJ ³ in Ghks we mga ther l 
dare venture to ſay, that if Religion will not teach _ 
-  jnable us to moderate our unruly Paſſions, and deliver us 
from that Trouble and U that reſults from them, 
there is nothing in the World that can do it. Thus, Sirs, 
R portant Reſpects, how Re- 
1 — Reſto th Sol and dos vt th | 
- Promiſe, from this particular Illuſtration of it, appear ex- 
ceeding great and precious ? ? Does it not ke 
' moſt excellent Blefhings ? ' Surely it does. But know, my 
Friends, the half of what this Promiſe contains, is not 
yet told you, for whatever Peace and Reſt the Chriſtian 
may enjoy in Life and at Death, yet the Promiſe in the 
Text will never have its full — ail we cn 
| ben e pY I therefore add. e 
hed Tos that purſue this g Way, ſhall find Reſt to 
their Souls, as it wil lead them 
4 OE A future State.“ Og 


Tu Rest which the good 3 enjoys in 25 6 : K 
* indeed great and e bat * when I confider . 


Ser. IX. Inquiry abuuf the old\Paths, &c. 137 
ian — 8 Trouble and Sorrow: neceſfa - 
rily attending us in our Pilgrimage through Life, I muſt, 
after all, adviſe you in the Words of A Prophet, 4 
- erife and depart, for this is not your Refl. The Peace and 
| Reſt of the good Man will never be compleated till he ar- 
rives at the heavenly. World, for it is that the R 
remaineth for the People of GOD. It was that made the 
Pſalmiſt cry out, O, that I had the Wings of a Dove, 
then evould I fly -avway and be at Reft ! | Chriſtians, if we 
be now walking and ſhall continue to walk in this good 
Way, the Time is coming when chat weary Journey of 
Life ſhall be ended, and we ſhall be able to ſay with the 
Apoſtle, eve have finiſhed aur Courfe. In the Manſions 
which our dear Redeemer is gone to for us, we 
ſhall find a ſweet Repoſe from all our Labours and from 
all our Sorrows. Our Bodies and our Minds ſhall be re- 
leaſed from that Fatigue which neceſſarily attends the 
_ Chriſtian Pilgrimage, while in this State of Imperfection. 
We ſhall there enjoy perfect Peace and Harmony of Mind; 
for there ſhall be nothing to moleſt us, no external Foe to 
attack us, no inward Corruption to diſquiet us all ous. 
ſpiritual Enemies ſhall be baniſhed to an eternal Diſtance: 
There ſhall be no roaring Lion to terrify us, no Tempta» 
tion to enſnare us draw us from our God; that 
peaceful Gate of the heavenly. Feru/alem that opens to 
receive us, ſhall be ſhut u —— that hag a. 
Tendency — — or leſſen our Joys: 
as there ſhall be no more Guilt, ſo we ſhall be no more 
expoſed to the painful Accuſations. of our Conſciences, 
no more Remorſe for Sin, no more bitter Repentance, no 
Tears ſhall be ſeen, no Groans heard, for God foal: wife 
away all Tears: from our Eyes, from all Faces. And 
whereas in the midſt of the Weakneſs and Imperfection 
of the preſent State it is: next to, impoſſible always to 
maintain a regular Exerciſe of our Paſſions, and fa ſecure 
a conſtant Peace to our Minds, then every Diſorder af 
this Kind ſhall be removed, a perfect Harmony ſhall be in- 
troduced into the Mind, and every Paſſion ſhall be exer- 
eiſed in the moſt, delightful Manner. Now, when we 
add Eternity to this perfect, undiſturbed Reſt that re- 
mains for the Children of God in a future State, we muſt 
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Truth when it aſſures us, that thoſe who walk 


in the good Way of Religion ſhall find Reſt for: theis 


Souls. Thus I have endeavour'd to unfold the Promiſes 


I ſhall now conclude theſe Diſcourſes . with tzoo practical 


 - Inferences, e eee N ae co in, 4 
large upon. | 


F 15 1 what 8 8 | 
Geir hop nn eee —w 
VVV or 


| -for y 
7 refeicerh and dee gon 
ed. remeber Simi hes Pao 1 8 


Iv iv hall; eee inde 
— — that ſhall find Reſt for their\Souls? 
Then what will be the Portion of thoſe who run on 
with a fatal ipirancy in the Ways: of Sin, the Paths 
of the Deſtroyer ? How much preſent Trouble and Difs | 
quits ma they find in a vicious Courſe! But if there 

uld de any who have ſo far got the Victory of their 
. 
9 Sin, as not to feel much Remorſe ——_— | 
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neſs, yet alas, this is ſo far from being their Happineſs» 
that it's the moſt . her ie? The 
2 Inſenſibility, even while it laſts, is a State which 
ſurely no Creature can defire ; hut the Time? 5 
1 this fuſs Fence will foil hom * 
this Stupidity, wretched as it is, can be no longer a Re- 
fuge ; for Cer long will Soul that ſets itſelf in a 

Way that is not good at Deſtruction and Miſery 

are in its Paths, n n 
Eternal Horror and Anguiſh ſhall ſeize them, when they 
are, as they ſhortly mult be, plunged into the Lake thne 
 barne'with Fir. — Brinifent, awhere the Worm never 
dies, and the Fire is never ched, O that ſich un- 
happy Creatures would ſtand ſtill and ſee their Danger, 


they run into everlaſting Beſtruction i 
3 5 b at te Pan of 


21 „as to be willing to take the 
Metho which it may be eſcaped ! : BE 
__» Tmws, Sr, J have at length finiſh'd- this 3 1 47 
„% rap obrrs *— . 
t has been the Succeſs of theſe Diſcourſes I know 
=_ 1 aſſutedly know, th „ have been delivered by me 
witk a View to your Inſt and Profit; and how far 
n it greatly concerns you to 
enquire, At preſent I only add this, that however you 
have diſregarded what has been ſaid, yet you are 
to know has 1 have no ſpoken in my own Name, nos 
eds omg tr rity, but in the Name ang I 
Authority of the eternal Febovab, for Thus ſaith thit 3 
Lord, thus faith that GOD to whom Angels bow ank 
Devils tremble; whoſe Will is immutable as his Na- 
ture, and whoſe Command is armed with Almighty 
Power to add the moſt awful and important Sanctions to 
it. Thus faith the Lord, as to his People of old, fo unto 
thoſe that are now within hearing of it, and thus will 
he ſay to thoſe that are yet to be born through unknown 
future Generations, Stand ye in the 1 , and AM 2 c 


aſe for the old Paths, where * Wy Way? and 
therein, and 11 Hall find Re e por 
the Grace of his Prod join ＋ Authority of bo 


Command, to allure and 2 you to your Duty, 
tha full ye fd Ot JO NO: Amen. . 


N TE V. ©] Fi ; 


s ERM O 


Of the conſtraining Poiwtt If. the Love 
3 of: CHRIST. 4 | 


* 
63 * * 


* 4 of 4 _ 
? 1 i | \C 
21 4 2 TY v 14 
ae "3 1 W * 6 9 


| For the te * chris 3 us, dae 
we thus judge, that i one died for all, "then 
were all dead. And that be died for all, that 
8 which live, ſhould not benceforth live unto 
4s . themſolves, but unto vow: 1 1 died 28 e 
. "yu again. ee 


r I is at onee a very delightful and nne 
a ere View, which the Scripture gives un 
of the Triumph of divine Grace on the 
Heart of the great Apoſtle St. Paul. 
What an amazing Change did it makel 
What a beautiful Oppoſition do we dif- 
| cover between his Character before, and 
after [7A Converſion to Chriſtianity ! The Redeemer's In- 
tereſt was moſt apparently the Intereſt of Gop, and of 
Men. True Piety to Gop, true Benevolence to Men, 
muſt have en every one. that feriouſly conſidered it 
joyfully to embrace it; and one would think. thoſe 
firong Appearances and Probabilities of Truth, which 
any one of the numerous Miracles of the A ties ga Ke $ 


" _ have engaged every upright Mind t 


. e it doch vious * Bot Pau; 


happily taking the Truth of that Concluſion for 2 
was borne away by the Impetuoſity of his 'emper, to 
endeavour to root up this. Tree of Liſe, almoſt as: Now 


as ever it was planted in our Earth; doin his utmoſt 


| that the very Name of Jeſus might periſ from among 
Men, unleſs perhaps it might be tranimitted to Poſterit 
as the Name of a D 


that Inveteracy of Malice and of - Rage which he uſed 
upon the Occaſion, he acknowledges that he was diſtract- 
ed, greatly diſtracted; * being mad, exceedingly mad a- 
aa it, I perſecuted it eu, to firange Cities. But 


when Jeſus met him in the Way to Damaſcus, and re- - 


veal'd to him his Glory and his Grace, all theſe warm 
Emotions of his Soul were directed into a right Channel; 


and conſecrated to the Service of that Cauſe he had la- 


boured to deſtroy; and they roſe to ſo remarkable a 


Hleight, and produced ſuch Zeal and AQivity in his 2 


Work, that his Enemies now fixed that Re | 
him, which- he had charged on himſelf for 4 conuary 


Conduct; they cenſured him as a Madman. Thus Feftys, 5 N 


hearing him ſpeak of Chriſt Jeſus riüng from the Dead, 


and of Salvation to he preached amongſt all the Gentiles, 


by a erucified Nero; and alſo obſerving the e 


Fervour of his Delivery, as conſcious. of-the Dignity-of 


his Subject, and the Righteouſneſs of his Cauſe, eries out 
with a remarkable kts of Civility and of Oatrage, 


| + Paul, thou art befide thyſelf; much Le doth make 
thee mad. Nay, what was much ſtranger, ome Corin- 
 thians, who called themſelves Chriſtians, influenced by the 
Arts of thoſe falſe Apoſtles which oppoſed themſelves. to 
Paul, ſeem to have intimated a like Apprehenfion, and re- 
ferring either to the earneſt and affectionate Manner which 

he uſed in preaching, or to thoſe Extaſies into which he 


had ſometimes fallen when favoured with extraordinary 


Revelations, preſume to repreſent him in the ſame View, 
5 under the . of Enthuſiaſm, mes 2 ; 
r nne. 
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while a Few, raſhly concluded it an Impoſture, and un- 


er and a Rebel. This he carried 
to an Exceſs which would have been very unjuttifiable, : 
even tho the Religion he oppoſed had been falſe ;' and 
accordingly, when he came more coolly to reflect upon 
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2142 obe Potter Ser. X. 
Lunacy. "The Apoſtle was too wiſe n Man to imagine, 


| . Charge would ee to any 
Vindication; bat he the c „ While 
E ed 


and//yor e elevated Mind, he 
the Reaſonableneſs of that firong E expreſſed, 
— PAPA ut 17 9g 
it proceeded; Whether aue are befide our it i to 
GOD, 2 wa il for our Cauſe: 
the of ifs confirameth us, GuveYeu g Ke He, it " 
| us away with it, like a mighty Torrent, which it 
is impoſſible to ſtand. againſt, but 
Rr .avbile aue thus j tha 
_ while, amidſt all the Ferveur.of our Spirits, we F 


| determinate Sentence, that if one died for. all, t 


all dead; and we further j rn 
that they aubich. live only in uence of his dying 
Love, Houlii not henceforth live unto themſelves, fo as to 
. make their own Eaſe, Honour or Intereſt the great Bufi- 
neſs of their Lives; but ſhould rather conſecrate them- 
ſelves. to: him that died for them, and rofe again. As if 
mme Apottle had ſaid, ** I cannot talk cold] y on ſo great 
e Wands ace Afton — - 
«<;nether nor Actions can my 

„ Gxatitnde and my Zeal, in the Serviee fark 

“ Friend.“ D 
ported with the Lowe: of Chrift ; and I could wiſh no 
greater 'Happineſs, prev eee, 2a hr. 
N and de excite them in yours. | While 


4. I confider the Love of Chrif, in ing and rife | 


again. 
II, Davenres the alles it had upon the Apoſtle, 
— — ws. "IF 


D III. Suzw how it is calculated to ſuch E. 
ſects. After which I ſhall | TE 
Application. . os 
I. I am brieſiy to 
bn in dying 


The Apoſtle in the 


* 
„ 
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* 4 * 
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us down 


„that Men were fallen into a moſt miſerable | 
— that Chi magnified his Love to us, in - 
15, —and in improving en for dur 

wwerance and Salvation. 8 


It Mts were in A wretched Condition.” 


Tas the Ap poſtle expreſſes a few 3 
Words; all were + Hoe? wells by of any Principle of di- = 
vine Life, and condemned to Death and Deſtruction by MM 
the Sentence of God's. violated Law: they were, as he | N þ 

elſewhere es it, dead in Treſpaſſes and dias ; in- ; 
capable of reliſhing the Enjoyments of a ſpiritual and di- 
vine Life, or performing the Functions and Offices of it; 
mſenfible of the moſt awakening and moſt engaging Ob- 

_ jets; ſank into deep Degeneracy in variousDegrees,accord- 
ing to their different natural Tempers and Circumſtances; 
but all in general like thoſe Trees, of which the Apoſtle 
one as being tebice dead and plucked up. by the Roats T: 
was no Root, no vital Principte to receive Nou- 
dene from any advantageons Situation in which 
were placed; the Sun one, and Rain deſcended upon 
them, and all to no Purpoſe, unleſs it were by their fin- 
_ Abuſe to render them mote.and more. corrupt. © No- 
could therefore have been expected, but that they 

Fan, ker b F gs the Rurning.. They were dead, 
under the Sentence of the divine aw, 'as Adam was, © 
when by his firſt Tranſgreſſion he incurred that. Curſe, 
in rh Day thut hou cn thereof thou ſhalt ſurely die t. | 
Chriſt ſpeaks of every Unbeliever, as condemned alrea- 
ay, || ;..avd as ane = . whom the Wrath of ( GOD did au- | 
ally bite. The Wages of Sin are Death F ; and Si 
are, as the Bases emphatically expreſſes it, 
the (Sine of Death, the ares of Wrath, Heirs 
of Miſery and Deſtruction, ſubject to the Agonies of the 
fecond' Death, even the Lale that burns for ever with 
Fire and Brimftone ; ; living only by 2 and liable 
every Moment, at the Pleaſure of the Sovereign, to be 
called opt to Execution: and this was the Condition of 
all; not merely of a few of ac and aban- 
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| 5 1:0 RET, bat of all that nl eta 

of the Earth; a State in which we were incapable of 
| helping ourſelves, or helping one another; nage could : 
| deliver himſelf or. his Brother on the Pit, ſo as to give 
to GOD a Ranſom for him The Redemption of the 
Shed: vas too ee for . of our r Treaſures to Me: | 


15 Tas Lord 5%. Chrift died 2 us. 26 | 'x wi 8 
7 came into our World not only tho he knew that 


Y he muſt meet Death in the Way of is Duty, aud muſt 


expoct Martyrdom for his Fidelity and Reſolution in it 
but he 0 85 incarnate, that he * £5 die, and that | 
by dying he might atone the injured Juſtice of Gop, 
and lay the Foundation for Reconciliation and Pardon. 
He aba onte 7555 the Fuſt for the Unjuſt, that be 
wht bring, to GOD + ; and he has, by his meritori- 
ous and acceptable Sacrifice, procured the Influences of 
the bleſſed Spirit of Go p, which are now communicated 
te us through his Hands, of avbe/e. Fulneſt aue all, re- 
rive, even Grace for Grace } 7 the Operation of 
is facred Agent, he hath guic has ego rf 
in Treſpaſſes and Sins || ; $6 imp = that Princi | 
divine Life, which ſhall be be a e Source of race 
and of Glory, and communicate to us that Water which 
ſhall be as « Well that fpringe : up to eternal Life 5. 


= Cunisr i Miphrs, his recoered Life for b. | 


= 2 Was 9 * our Offence, but, bleſſed be 
Gov, we know that he roſe again for our Fuſti fication. ; | 

and many of the moſt important of his Offices as our 
AP Ss, 3 t Fe of the Cove - 
nant edemption, to ter his Reſurrec- 
prof 4 the Apoſtle ff of this, as that 
which emboldens us to hope for Grace and Glory, not- 
withſtanding that Guilt and. Miſery v we have incurred. 
4 is OD, that Joh sfieth ; who is be that ? 


| „ Plal, RR 8. x Pet. il. 18. 76. . 5 
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which was to be the Vehicle of Wh 
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| wh is c hrift that died, yea rather that is riſen again for 


The Coldneſs of the Grave did not damp that fer- 
2 Flame of Love which burnt in the Heart of our 'bleſ- 
ſed Redeemer. From the Hour that he revived from the 
dead, he wasemploy'd, during all the Pays of his Abode 


upon Earth, in adjuſting proper Meaſures to prepare his 
A poſtles for their Office ; 3 /þ pO ſpeaking to them of of the Things 
51. And Hf when 


pertaining to the Kingdom of GO 
he was taken up into Heaven, he preſented himſelf t 
Gop as a publick Perſon, who was come to take Po 


fion of the Regions of Glory, not only in his on bd | 


but in that of his People. He appeared as 
High Pries, who then entred within 22 J. 5 jr 


Blood of the Sin-Offering, wohich de bad profented, by 
fir himſelf, but them; and that he might obtain 7 | 


them eternal Redemption . _ that he ſent do 
the Holy Spirit, to confirm and p te that Go 

u Like ife to thouſand 8, 
and ten thouſands unborn, and to us on 5 the End: of 


the World are com: and he ever lives t ma ke Interceſſfon | 


for us|; and fo approves himſelf able to {ave unto the 
uttermoſt. And he encourages his humble Followers to 


conceive of him, as reſiding in the World of Glory, to = 


a perpetual Friend to hens and he adminiſters e 12 
fairs of the Kingdom of Providence in Su blervienc) 


. _ Schemes of his Grace, bein made 25 | 
7; 


er all Things to the Church, which . 1 Be is Body, + | 
Falnef of bim that fills all in all 9. 


Ir was Reeg ic uch upon thels Things, bt 


there is not Room to inſiſt u em at large; and we 
have great Reaſon to rejoice that t they ſo frequently occur 
in our publick Diſcourſes, as that we may conclude y 
are ere acquainted with them. G05 
that they may 1 * 
what we are next to con 


II. Tas fn which chis 1 had upon th + 


Appelle. 
1 
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Any you may EI ER obſerve—their 1 were were deeply 
e e te Linn 0s Andy epi by it. 


1. Taz Hearts of the Apoſtles were deeply erde 
| with a Senſe of this Love of their bleſſed Redeemer. _ 
Tuis the Text, as I have already obſerved, * 
in very expreſſive Language. ot he *  Chrif 
frrains us; or bears us away. The Phat i is at dle. 
where in nearly the ſame Senſe; when our Lord 
of the Baptiſin with which he was to be baptized, i. e. N | 
thoſe Su which ſhould, as it were, overflow all 
his Soul, neyertheleſs ſays, How am I firaitned till it be 
 Accom libed * | Or, how am I borne on with earneſt De- 
Are ti I the Time comes! | 
AND it is uſed concerning the Emotion Paul felt when 
beholding the Superſtition and Idolatry which reigned in 
the learned and polite City of þ" 1 he was preſſed in 
Spirit +, borne on by the ſtrong and almoſt irrefiſtible Im- 
pulfe which his-benevolent Heart felt, to do ſomething | 
ins leading them into a juſter and happier Way | 
n | 
1 752 the Strain in which the Apoſtles every where 
write, may abundantly ſhow with what Propriety this 
ne | is ub; * 0 Text, to expreſs the Aue of the 
jaded, Sag ypon ROW, For they ſeem indeed carried 
y it. tneſs that copious _ delightful Man- 
ao in which Wis enlarge upon it, Whenever a proper 
Occaſion occurred. Witneſs that animated Way in which 
they always handle it; the ſollicitous Concern they ſhow 
to communicate the ſacred Flame if poſſible to every Breaſt; 


on account. of which, with a holy Kind of Enthufiaſm, if 


I may be allow d ſo to ſpeak, they often turn aſide from 
the Subject they had directly in View, to inſert ob- 
liquely, and by Way of Digreſſion, ſomething on this 
darling Topick, which might give Vent to the Fulneſs 
of their Hearts. This raiſed them above all the 

and fooliſh Cenſures of thoſe who counted their Gratitude 
and Piety to be Madne/s; as well as above the Terror 
that threatned them for their Adherence to Chriſt, and 

not only emboldened them to plead his CQuule,, * 


- Like xii. $6. I SS 


e n 


0 


— 


cited them to live to his Glory, which is what I am go- 


ing to add, 


2. Ir influenced their Lives as well-as Affections. ; 


IT engaged them not to live to themſelves, Gut o bim 


obo died for them and roſe again; not that they pretended 


to diveſt themſelves of human Nature, and of that Regard 
to our own Happineſs,” which is neceſſarily wrought into 
its Conſtitution, (which ſurely nothing but Self. Love, di- 


redcted towards an empty and unmeaning Applauſe, could 


leld Men to deny) but they felt that Love to Chriſt 
which led them to find the highe Delight and nobleſt 
1399 in pious and grateful Endeavours to promote 


his Intereſt and Glory; and when any preſent Intereſt of 


their own came in Competition with this, they knew 
how to deny it with Eaſe and with Pleaſure. They did 


not ſeek to gratify themſelyes in any Thing which the 
Law of Chritt prohibited, nor in any thing which could not 


be enjoyed without prejudicing his Cauſe and Intereſt a- 
mong Men: But they made the Word of Chriſt the 
Rule of their Conduct, honeſtly endeavouring to enter in- 


to the Genius and Deſign of his Religion, and to know. _ 
what the Requirements of his Goſpel were, that they _ 


might in all Reſpects comply with them, and be com- 
pleatly ſuch Kind of Men as the Scheme and Plan of 
Chriſtianity required they ſhould be. And in conſe- 
quence of this, they made it the End and Deſign of 
their Actions to promote the Honour and Intereſt of our 
bleſſed Redeemer ; to them to live was Chriſt * ; being 
well aware that they were not their own, but bought 
with a Price ; a being conſcious that ſo invaluable 
a Price as the Blood of the Son of Gop, was a rich Equi- - 


| valent, and much more than an Equivalent for all the 


beſt of their Services, they would have conſidered it as 


at once Ingratitude and Sacrilege to have alienated them- - 


ſelves from him. Their earneſt Expectation and Defire: 
was, that in all Things Chrift might be glorified in ibem, 
avhether it avere in their Life or their Deatht. In a 
View to this they gave up all their Poſſeſſions, and all 


their Hopes for Chrift, - Matthew quitted the Toll. booth, 


| | H 2 = #3. 202 
* Ppil. i. 21, + 1 Cor. vi, 19, 20. f Phil. i. 20. 
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— Fnthufiafts, let us eſteem the Apology of my Text 


| | | - | | i 
148 Of the confiraining Power Ser. X. 
that he might follow him. And Paul made a more 

' coſtly Sacrifice, in giving up all thoſe great Proſpects of 
Preferment, which the Favour of the High . Prieſt, and 
his Intereſt in the Counſel might have opened upon him: 
Nay, he not onl reſigned theſes, but actually ſuffered 
the Loſs Ng all Things *, and took with Foy, not only 
the Confiſcation of tis Goods, but the Confinement and 

Abuſe of his Perſon; fnging for Foy when ſcourged, and 

 fet faſt in the Stocks ; preaching Chriſt in his Chains, 
with a divine Liberty of Spirit, and ſhowing! in the 

Whole Series of his Conduct, that it was not a vain Bra- 
vado, but his ſettled Temper and Character, when he 
faid, If Bonds and Impriſonments in a near Proſpe& abide 
me, none of theſe things move me, neither count I my 


Life dear unto me, that I may finiſh my Courſe with 225 ol 


Let us with Pleaſure behold ſo noble a Spectacle, ſo tr 
magnanimous and glorious a Temper, and learn to imi- 
tate it. Let us rejoice, my Brethren, that Fe/us Chr; 
has ſtill an Intereſt in the World, and eſteem it the moſt 
delightful Circumſtance that can attend any Imployment 
or Situation, to receive from it ſome diſtinguiſhed Advan- 
tage for ſerving that Intereſt with Succeſs. All may do 
ſomething this Way, if not called out to ſeal the Goſpel 
with their Blood, or ſupport it by diſtinguiſhed Learn- 
ing, Wealth, or Authority ; by the Holineſs of our 
rater and Regularity of our Conduct, we may at 
leaſt adorn and recommend it to others. But if Provi- 
dence call us to any diſtinguiſhed Station, and eſpecially 
to ſucceed the Apoſtles themſelves in the Care of Souls, 
and the Propagation of the Goſpel, let us magnify our 
Office, amidſt all the Labours and temporal Inconveni- 
ences with which it may be attended. Let us never be 
aAſbamed of the Name and Cauſe of our Redeemer ; let us 
aſſert his DoQrines ; let us count all Things but Loſs for 
the Excelleticy of his Knowledge F. Let us determine to 
know nothing ſave Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified ||. And 
if theſe Determinations expoſe us to the like Reproach 
and Contempt, fo that we likewiſe be cenſured as mad, 


if 
S hil. i. S. 1 Cox. ü. 2. TRE | N 


ſufficient for ourſelves 3 and happy ſhall we indeed be, 


PCC 


od bh... A 


" illuſtrate it, by obſerving, 
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2 we can uſe it with the like Sincerity and Spirit, the | 


of Chrift conſtrains us. And that we may be more effectu · 
ally conſtrained by it, permit me, F N 


III. To ſhow how the Love of Chrif 15 dying RO | 
riſing again is calculated to impreſs the Heart, and 
ence the Life, in the Manner that we have now- 


yoflu 


| On r would imagine there ſhould be little need of ex- 


| patiating upon this Subject; to mention it might ſeenx: 


ſufficient ; but ſince there is ſuch a ſtrange Inſenſibility 
in our Hearts in this Reſpect, give me Leave briefly to- 


gr.» 
2 2 


nun ei dying and riſing for us was an Inſtance 


of moſt unparallelled free, and diſintereſted Affection. 


Tais will appear, if we conſider. ah he was that: 


died, and alſo for whom he died. Conſider him-as tbe. 


enly begotten of the Father, full of Grace. and Truth: 
Conſider him as Immanuel, God with us in our Nature. 

and it will appear aſtoniſhing Love, that he ſhould vifit- 
our Earth ſo much as for one Day; how much more, 
that he ſhould dwell with xs, that he ſhould die for us; 
and that when raz/ed to all the Splendors of the heaven-- 
ly World, he. ſhould inceſſantly. wear our Name, our 


| Intereſt, on his Heart; eſpecially when we refle& <vho <ue- 


are, for whoſe Sake all this was done and borne. . Re- 
member it was for us, while we were yet Sinners, and 
conſequently while wwe. were Enemies. Degenerate as: 
the Mind of Man is in its fallen State, it has ſome. re- 

maining Reliſh. for noble and generous- Actions. If a 


Man has ventured his Life for his Country or his 
Friend, we love the Character and Memory of ſuch a 


one, tho the. Scene ſhould lie ever ſo remote, and we 
be perſonally ever ſo much unconcerned in it. We are 


bh eſpecially ſtruck with any Inſtance in which an injured 


Perſon has ſpared. an Offender,” when in his Power, ank 
has endeavoured to overcome Evil. with. Good. As in 
the Caſe of David, when he exerciſed ſuch Compaſſion : 


towards Saul, when God had once pry Ons CO | 
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"the conflraining Power Ser. X. 
kim into his Hand, ſavage as the Temper of Saul him- 

ſelf was, this powerfully impreſſed him, and engaged 
him to ſpeak with the Bowels of a Parent, to the Man 

for whoſe Blood he had juſt before thirſted. 7s this thy 
Vaice, my Son David? If & Man find bis Enemy, avill be 
let him go well azyay * ? But oh, what was this, when 
compared with the Love of the S of David to ſuch _ 
wretched provoking Sinners! He did not merely de- 
Cline to take the Advantage againſt our forfeited Life, 


; _ but laid down his own to ſecure our Happineſs. And do 


we call ourſelves Men, or are we not rather Stocks and 
Stones, if we continue unimpreſſed with ſuch an Obliga- 
tion? Had the meaneſt of our Fellow-Creatures mani- 


feſted ſuch a Regard to us, it might have been ſufficient, Il 


with reſpe& to us, to have dignified his Character, and 
to have taught us to mention him with filial Veneration 
and Gratitude; as indeed our Obligations would have 
been far greater to ſuch a one, than thoſe of Children 
are to their Parents; what Thanks then do we owe to 
the King of Heaven, to the Lord of Angels, that he 
hath magnified his Love towards us at ſo aſtoniſhing a 
Rate, as to aſſume human Fleſh, that he might ie for 
us, and improve, as we have heard, his recovered Life 
for our Happineſs ! Conſider further, - 28 8 


2. Ir was the Deſign of Chrift in dying for us, and 
Lig again, to purchaſe a Right to our Obedience 
and AﬀeQtion, f „ 


Tais we are expreſly told, he gave himſelf for us, 
that he might redeem us from all Iniquity, and purify to 
himſelf a 3 People, zealous of good Works f. Yea 
for this End Chrift both died and roſe again, and revived, 
that he might be the Lord both of the Dead and of the Li. 
wing. So that his Blood is to be confidered as the Price 
by which we were purchaſed. And when we conſider - 


that this Price was the precious Blood of the Sonof GOD; 55 7 


muſt we not acknowledge, that from henceforth; be- 
ing thus bought, wwe are not our own}, and therefore 
are under the higheſt Obligations 70 g/orify GOD with 


„1 Sam. xxiv. 16, 19, + Tit, fi. 14. 1 Rom. XV. ge 
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dur Bodies and Spirits, and whether we live, to live to the © 
Lord, or whether aue die, wwe die to the Lord *? Can 
any thing be more reaſonable than this, that when he has 


ſet ſo great a Value upon 4s, and made us his Property 


at ſo dear a Rate, we ſhould be his? Entirely devoted. 


to him, to ſerve him in Love, with all grateful Readineſs 
and Delight? wy e when to this we add, he has 
bought us not for his own Sake, but ours, that we 
might be imployed in the Service of God, in that which 
is our proper Buſineſs as rational Beings ; has redeemed. | 
us from a baſe Drudgery, which was our Reproach, and 


would have been our Ruin, to honour and bleſs us with 


the liberal and the pleaſant Employment of thoſe who are 
the Lord's Freed. men, and even his Children? And ſhall 


we, after all, alienate ourſelves from him? God forbid, 


that we ſhould thus wrong Chriſt and ourſelves! Eſpeci- 
ally if we confider, En 7 2 


3. The rich and various Benefits which Chrif has 
procured for us by his Death and Reſurrection. 


Tux are indeed ſo many and ſo great, that they are 


not here to be enumerated, much leſs to be illuſtrated at 
large. Let it ſuffice to ſay, that we can imagine. nothing 


truly great and valuable, nothing deſirable to Creatures 
in our Circumſtances, which is not contained in them. 


How much does the Apoſtle ſay in theſe few Words, He 
i made of GOD unto us, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanc- 


ti fication, and Redemption | ! By his Death and Reſurrec- 


tion the Juſtice of God is appeaſed, and effectual Provi- 


fion made for our Pardon and Juſtification. By them the 
Holy Spirit is procured, and ſent down to illuminate our 


dark Hearts; to inſtru us in the Path of Duty and of 


lappineſs ; to purify and renew, and refine our Natures, 
nd to form us to the Enjoyment of Go p and of ourſelyes. 


To this we owe the moſt delightful Entertainment of the 
_ preſent Life, which we find in converſing with that Gopz 
to whom his Death e us near, and to whom 
being riſen again from the Dis 
may intercede for us. To this we owe all the Pleaſure we 
nnd in the Word of God, and in his Ordinances; ty 
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this the facred Inſtitution of the Supper, to which we are 


this Day approaching, has an immediate Reference. To 
this we are indebted for our Hopes of compleat Redemp- 
tion. It is this that trans forms the View of Death, and 


tteaches us to regard it as an Aſcent to our Father and our 
Go, to be thankfully welcomed whenever it be ap- 


pointed. To this we owe that great and glorious Hope 
which relates to the Cloſe of the Scene, and contains the 


Redemption of our Bodies from the Grave, and their 

Transformation into the Reſemblance of our glarified 
Lord. For if we believe that Feſus died and roſe again, 
ave may eaſily believe likewiſe, that thoſe <vho leep in 
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Feſus, God will bring with bim. How inconſiderable 


do all the Obligations which we have, or can have, to 
human Friendſhip appear, when compared with this ! 


Surely a Heart thoroughly warmed with a Senſe of theſe 
things will look upon Ingratitude to Chriſt with Hor- 
rour and Deteſtation; will ſay, if any love him not, let 
him indeed be Anathema Maran-atba f. He deſerves 


the Terrors of the Curſe, be they what they may; for 
it is a Crime which one may almoſt queſtion whether the 
Devils themſelves could have been baſe enough to have 


committed. Bleſſed Jeſus, let me die, rather than not 


ie to thee! Let me loſe theſe Powers of my rational 


Nature, rather than fail to imploy them in thy Service! 


IV. I am now to conclude with ſome obvious. Hints 
by way of Juprouement; and they are theſe. 


1 uh WE may from hence: infer. the Excellency of the 
_ Chriſtian Religion, which furniſhes us with ſuch 
ſtrong and noble additional Motives to Holineſs. 


| © Te it were to be granted, which is far from being the 


Caſe,that all the moit material Precepts of GHriſfianitywere 
eaſily diſcoverable by the Light of Nature, yet it js cer- 


tain, that the Revelation we enjoy, not only ſets theſe 


Duties in a moſt clear and amiable Light, but furniſhes 
out ſtrong Incentives to the Diſcharge of them. And 


this not only as it confirms our Faith in many very ime 
portant Truths of natural Religion, and eſpecially.in the 


® ; Theſſ. iv. 14. +. 1 Cos. xvi. 22. A : & 43; pl 
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Pardon of Sin, and a future State, upon the Belief of 


which the Practice of Goodneſs in the World does great- 


ly depend, but alſo as it ſuggeſts other Motives, ariſmg 
from Relations and Perſons before utterly] unknown ; 


eſpecially thoſe that flow from the Doctrine of the Son 


and Spirit of Gop, and from thoſe great and important 


Truths which we have been diſcufling, that Chit died, 
and ro/e agdin for our Redemption and Salvation. This 
furniſhes out a moſt noble, 3 and univerſal 
. Motive to engage us to the Diſcharge of every Part of 
our Duty; a Motive that firikes Gratitude, the nobleſt 
and moſt generous Principle of Action; a Motive that 


commands, not only the Underſtanding, but the Heart; 


that draws it with the Cords of a Man, and Bands of 
Love, that makes it delightful even to deny ourſelves for 
Chrif, while it ſhows his Self-denial and Sufferings for 
us. This is.a Motive which relates not ow to this or 
that particular Duty, which we may be called to per- 
form, but the Cultivation of * Part of the Chriſti- 
an Temper, and to the Exerciſe | 

religions Life, fince it is recommended by the Authority 


and Love of Jeſus, our great Lawgiver and Saviour. 


Every Inftance of Obedience will be expreffive of our Af- 


fection; every Inſtance of Diſobedience will be Ingrati- 


tade to him. It ts alfo calculated to animate us to the 


moſt couragious Sufferings for him; for Love makes 
Danger itſelf amiable, when met in the Cauſe of the 


Perſon beloved. And I will add, that theſe Motives are 


fitted to ſtrike every Heart ; fince, as the Text tells us, - 


he died for all, that all who were willing to receive his 
Goſpel, might enjoy the everlaſting Benefit of his 

zath. He opens wide his gracious Arms, ready to em- 
| brace thouſands and Millions; yea, let all the Inhabi- 
tants of the Earth betake themſelves to him, and they 


|  fhall be welcome thither, and fhall be ſafe there. Oh, 


thou unparallelled Friend of miſerable Sinners, how ſhould 
we love thee for thy Goodneſs to us, for thy {s. 


to them, even to all thoſe whom thy Grace ſhall ſubdue. 
and thy Love ſhall ſave! How happy are we in theſe 


glad Tidings of great Foy! And how evidently do they 


who make light of them, forſake their own Mercies! 


Hoy evidently do they that oppoſe them, ſet themſelves a= 


gainſt 


* 


of the whole divine and 
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 gainkt the Cauſe of Virtue and Happineſs in the World, 
whatever Zeal they may pretend for eiter 


2. La r us ſeriouſly enquire whether the Love of Cbriſt 
has had this conftraining Influence upon us. 


W have ſurveycd the Character in others, and I be- 
lieve we are pleaſed with the Survey. We fee it is a re- 
ſonable and a lovely Character, that it is truly great and 
good. But is the Character our own? We can trace it 
n Scripture moſt evidently 5 we may trace it alſo in the 
— Records, which contain the Lives of many of the moſt 
excellent Perſons in ſucceeding Ages ; but can we trace 
it in our own Hearts and Lives? Chriftians, you have 
heard that Chriſt died and roſe again, and revived. 
| Have you entered into your own Concern in it? Have 
you. ſaidꝭ with the Apollle, be has lo ued ne, and given 
himſelf" for me * ? And have you felt thoſe grateſul Im- 
ns, in conſequence of which, you can each of you 
ay, the Life I live in the Fleſh, is by the Faith of the 
Son of God? Have I felt the warming, the quickening, 
_ tranſporting [fluence of that Lowe upon my Heart? 
Have I breathed out my grateful Reſentments of it. in 
Prayer and Praiſes? And in conſequence of this, do 1 
live to him? Do I make his Glory the Buſineſs of my 
Life? And do I ſtudy to purſue his Honour and Intereſt ? 
What are my preſent Sentiments? What are my Reſolu - 
* tions for the future? Do I reſolve to ſacriſice every 
I: _ that interferes with my Obedience to Chriſt ? So 
I cordial an Affection cannot be unactive. Do 1 alſo form 
Schemes for his Service? Am I ever caſting about in my 
Thoughts which Way I ſhall moſt effectually advance it? 
Does the Love of Chriſt fill me with Love to God, to 
whom I owe Chrif, and my Intereſt in him? Does it fill 
me with Love to thoſe whom he died to redeem ; with 
Love to all, and a Deſire to do Good to all, as I have 
Opportunity, as becomes the Diſciple of that Jeſus, 
abbo came not to be miniſtred unto, but to miniſter, and to 
give his Life a Ranſom for many +? Happy are we, 
if fuch Reſolutions be formed, thrice happy, if they be 
vigorouſly executed ; as they will be, .if a Los * 
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Gal. ii. 20, + Mat. xx. 28, 
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Ser. X. e . Lowe of Citi 13 IJ 
Chbriſt be ſincere and active. Then his Commandments TE 


will not, his Service cannot, be green *. His Toke will 
be eaſy, and his Burden light. Pkg 

| raiſed on thy gentle Wings, and I * not fear, tho I 
ſaw the whole World in a Deluge beneath me! Let me 

be animated by thy ſacred Flame, and I ſhall mount a- 
bove all reis, and nothing ſhall ſtop my Aſcent 


through Virtue and Grace into Glory ! As we deſire 


this, let me, in the laſt Place, urge you, 


3. To take all pro proper Methods for impreſüng a = 


Senſe of the Love of Chrift on the Mind. 


Ferns be Gop, we have many Opportunities for 


doing it; ſome of them preſent every Day ; for ev 


Day we have our Bibles in our Hands, where we ay | 


view his Actions, vrhere we may ſit damm at his F eet, and 
hear the Eccho of his gracious Words ; gf 2 Words 


like aubich ever Man yet fpake 1. ay tra 
im. in ircumſtapcepf his Lifẽn ih & ery Circum- 


3 How Love, fag | 
how it ; diſplayed its Pomp and Triumph 


in the 


More ſpecial Opportunities weekly preſent themſelves, 


when the various Ordinances of his Houſe are adminiſtred, 


and ſo adminiſtred, as ſtill to keep him in View, whoſe 
Day it is, whoſe Ordinances they are: But moſt peculi- 


arly are thoſe Opportunities that every Sacrament- Day 
brings along with it; that Ordinance is the very Monu- 
ment of Love there we behold the very Ima of our 


bleeding Lord; we ſee his Body broken, Blood 


ſtreaming forth in a Torrent for ut; for our bee 


on and Salvation. Who that lars Chrift already, and 


deſires to love him more, would turn his Back upon it? 


+ Who can come with any Intention and Care, and not feel 


the Oil poured upon his ſacred Flame? Fo this are we 


no approaching, and adored be that concurrent Favour 


of divine Providence and Grace, which brings it thus near. 
May it quicken our Love; may it invigorate out Obedi- 


ence abundantly! Lon * our Hearts feel its bleſſed 


Effect; long may the World ſee in our increaſing Purity, 


and Diligence and Zeal, the Influnce it has upon FRI 


* 1 John v. 3. + Matt, B. 3e. an. x 
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t me be 


other? 
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ah Of _ FER: Power, te Ser. x. 
= notice of us, that ve have been with Feſus ! For 
poſe may the bleſſed ar whoſe Office it is, 
Tale of the. Things of Chrift, a ſhow them unto us 17 
chat under his Operations 2. may anticipate the oy, as 
well as the Work of Heaven, while we aſcribe da 3 
and Glory, and Honour, and Praiſe, to him that fits upon 
the Throne, and to ** Lamb N ever and wrt. 


8 "RR 15. 1 1 135 14. 


